


THE LIBRARY 
of 
VICTORIA UNIVERSITY 


Toronto 


THE LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY 


FOUNDED BY JAMES LOEB, LL.D. 


EDITED BY 
tT. E. PAGE, c.n., urrr.p. 
E. CAPPS, pu.p., LL.p. W. H. D. ROUSE, r1717.p. 
L. A. POST, m.a. EK. H. WARMINGTON, ».a. 


NONNOS 
DIONYSIACA 
I] 


NONNOS 
DIONYSIACA 
WITH AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY 
W. H. D. ROUSE, Lrrr.D. 


MYTHOLOGICAL INTRODUCTION AND NOTES BY 
H. J. ROSE, M.A. 


PROFESSOR OF GREEK, UNIVERSITY OF ST. ANDREWS 
AND NOTES ON TEXT CRITICISM BY 
L. R. LIND, D.Lrrr. 


CRAWFORDSVILLE, IND. 
IN THREE VOLUMES 


II 
BOOKS XVI—XXXV 


CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
LONDON 
WILLIAM HEINEMANN LTD 
MOMXL 





— 


CONTENTS OF VOLUME II 


Summary or THE Books or THE Poem 
Texr anp TransLaTion— 

Book XVI 

Book XVII 

Book XVIII 

Book XIX 

Book XX . 

Book XXI 

Book XXII 

Book XXIII 

Book XXIV 

Book XXV 

Book XXVI 

Book XXVII 

Book XXVIII 

Book XXIX 


PAGE 
vill 


Book XXX 
Book XXXI 
Book XXXII 
Book NNN 
Book NANIV 
Book NXAV 


vi 


CONTENTS 


Pace 


398 
V22 
++ 
16 
vib 
520 


IEPIONH 
TON AIONYITAKQON TOLHMATON 


EMIPPA@AL 
TON ENOMENQN K SIONFEIAKON HOLIMATON 


“Extra wai dexatw yapinvy Nixasav deu, 
etverw Urvwovear axoysytou Atorvaou. 
"Epdoparas dexare Tpwtdyprow “Apea péArw 
Kal poor olvwitvta jedkoraydos moTapoio. 
‘Oxrwxatdexatu Mradvdos nai Borpus ixdra, 
cis BaXinv xaddovres cpidpopov vla Ovowys. 
*"Esveanaidexatrw Sradvdou epi ripPov dyeipa 
Baxyos eri xpyrips Ouwdet teprvov dywva. 
Eixoorov pefléra doviov BovrArya Auxovpyou 
els BuOov (yOvoaTta Siuwwopevou Movicov. 
Etxooror mputiarov éxet yoAov évvoatyatou 
Kat pov ‘Ay Bpoains pygrjvopa xai Adyov "lwSesv. 
Acvrepov cixoaroy Bpopiou pobov épyd re péAwa, 
Alaxos doca réAeaoe Kai ev medias xai ‘T8domp. 
Etxoor@ tpiratw merepnucvor “ldov ‘Yédamnv 
Kat xAovoy datderta Kai aiBadderta Aryaivw. 
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SUMMARY OF THE BOOKS OF THE POEM 


HeEapINGs OF THE NEXT TWENTY Books 
OF THR DIONYSIACA 


(16) In the sixteenth, I sing Nicaia the bride, in her 
sleep the bedfellow of unresting Dionysos. 

(17) In the seventeenth, I celebrate war’s firstfruits, 
and the waters of a honey-trickling river turned 
to wine. 

(18) In the eighteenth come Staphylos and Botrys, 
inviting the mountainranging son of Thyone 
to a feast. 

(19) In the nineteenth, Bacchos sets up a delightful 
contest over the fragrant bow] about the tomb 
of Staphylos. 

(20) The twentieth deals with the pole-axe of blood- 
thirsty Lycurgos, when Dionysos is chased into 
the fishy deep. 

(21) The twenty-first contains Earthshaker’s wrath, 
and the man-breaking battle of Ambrosia, and 
the Indian ambush. 

(22) The twenty-second celebrates the battle and 
feats of Bromios, all the deeds of Aiacos both on 
the plain and in the Hydaspes. 

(23) In the twenty-third I sing Indian Hydaspes 
crossed, and the affray of water and fire. 

ix 


SUMMARY OF BOOKS 
Eixoorov &€ téraptov éxes yoor doretov "lwSav 
xepwida 8° igromdvowo Kai jAaxdtyy 'Adpodirns. 
Etxoorov kata mépnrov éxes Mepojos ayaa 
Kai xpiaw ‘HpaxAsjos és nropény Atoviaou. 
Eixootov Adyev éxtov émixAorov eldos "AOjvns 
Kal 7oAby éypexvdouyov dyepopdvw arddov "lddav. 
"EpSopor eixoaréy pebdze oriyas, Hos Kpoviwy 
els poor orAles Bpopi vaeripas "OAdprov. 
Eixootoy oxomiale Kai Gydoov, ommobt moAy 
KuxAwnwy rupdeccay daabpjaaas "Ev. 
Eixoara & évdtw oAduwy amoyaleras “Apns, 
old mep cis ydpov dAdov éreyopevos Kubepeins. 
"Ev 5€ rpiunxoorm peta vdprepov olxov dvayxys 
Téxragov Etipupcduv dedaiypdvov “Awe mdume. 
"Ey 8€ tpinxoora mpurt podtooeras “Hpy 
"Yrvov emi Kpovidy wai UWepocdovny dni Baxyw. 
"Ey b€ tpinxooras ta Bevtépw eiat Kvdoipoi 
wai Atos tvaddowo Adyos Kai Avaaa Avaiov. 
"Ev 3€ tpinxoorw tpirarw Moppha dapalea 
prcdéas Botpos "Epws émi xadret Nadxopedeins. 
Krewopdras éxarep§e tpinxootoio tetdprov 
Anpiddns Baxyno xoptocerar évdobt mipywv. 
Moppéos éx6pov “Epwra tpinxoora evi méurrw 
&ifeo Baccapidwy re ddvow cai “Apna yuraxdv. 
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SUMMARY OF BOOKS 


(24) The twenty-fourth has the infinite mourning of 
the Indians, and the shuttle and distaff of 
Aphrodite working at the loom. 

(25) In the twenty-fifth you have the struggle of 
Perseus, and the comparison of Heracles with 
the valour of Dionysos. 

(26) The twenty-sixth has the counterfeit shape of 
Athena, and the great assembly of the Indian 
host to stir up battle. 

(27) The twenty-seventh deals with the array in 
which Cronion musters the dwellers in Olympos 
for battle to help Dionysos. 

(28) Look at the twenty-eighth also, where you will 
see a great fiery fight of Cyclopians. 

(29) In the twenty-ninth, Ares retreats from the 
battle, being urged to another wedding of 
Cythereia. 

(30) In the thirtieth, Eurymedon sends Tectaphos 
slain to Hades, into the lowest house of con- 
straint. 

(31) In the thirty-first, Hera propitiates Sleep for 
Cronides, and Persephone for Bacchos. 

(32) In the thirty-second are battles, and the bed of 
sleeping Zeus, and the madness of Bacchos. 

(33) In the thirty-third, furious Love masters Mor- 
rheus, and sets him aflame for the beauty of 
Chalcomedeia. 

(34) In the thirty-fourth, Deriades attacks and 
massacres the Bacchant women within the walls. 

(35) In the thirty-fifth, seek the love of Morrheus for 
the enemy, and the battle and bloodshed of 
Bassarid women. 


xi 


NONNOS 
DIONYSIACA 


VOL. Il B 


AIONTSZIAKQN ESKAI- 
AEKATON 


“Extra wat dexatw yapiny Nixasav aetdw, 
evvérw barwovoay axoysntov Awriaou. 


Ovdde Jovos wyrowos €qy Kivvpoio vopTos, 
ada AaBeoy éa tofa Kai ipepoev Bédos EAxwy 
Bovpos "Epes: aid1Aos Oespy xy Atovvow 
€Copevs Tapa xedos év«poxadov TmoTapoi0. 

Kai ra 07) Nixaia, per 7a dpopoy Odds aypns 5 
doxetor Seat droaxortAwy aro poyOwy, 
yupror OpeaarxuTow ddpas dadpuve Averpois. 
ov per "Epws b7/Ouver éxn Boros: appe be revph 
ax podars Taywra Bada TTEpoerTos ovorou 
tofov €ov KvKAwacr, épuyparéos S€ Avatov 10 
€v xpadin war nagel OAov BéAos. ev b€ pedOposs 

xopermy Morvaos témy yuproypoa Kovpny 
povpary mvpoers. voov Sedornro PeAdurw. 
ne 8 &6a Kai &fa, AaywBoros ommd& Kovpn, 

77 per omizetwy éAKxwdea Boorpvya xairys 18 
ets Spoptov ieperns Sedoimpdva xvxAdaw avpas, 
77 be mrapeAKoperuy Towa pew ozABovra Soxetwy 


abyéva yuprwidvta, aédas mérovta Vedyeys: 
Qa 


NONNOS XVI 


In the sixteenth, I sing Nicaia the bride, in her 
sleep the bedfellow of unresting Dionysos. 


THE death of the plaintive shepherd was not un- 
avenged ; but valiant Eros caught up his bow and 
drew a shaft of desire, arming unseen himself against 
Dionysos as he sat by the bank of the pebbly stream. 
5 Fleet Nicaia had finished her wonted hunt for 
game; sweating and tired by hard work in her 
beloved highlands, she was bathing her bare body 
in a mountain cascade. Now longshot Eros made no 
delay. He set the endshining beard of a winged arrow 
to the string, and rounded his bow, and buried the 
whole shot in the heart of love-maddened Lyaios. 
Then Dionysos saw the girl swimming in the water 
bareskin, and his mind was shaken with sweet mad- 
ness by the fiery shaft. This way and that he went, 
wherever the maiden harehuntress went : now eyeing 
the clustering curls of her hair, shaken by the circling 
breezes as she hurried on her course; spying her 
bright neck, when the tresses moved aside and bared 
it till it gleamed like the moon. He cared not for 
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NONNOS 


Kai Latvpwv apeAnae Kai ovxér tépreto Baxyass: 
mantatvwy 8° és “Oduptov épwrotoxw ddro duwvyj: 
“"T€opac, Hye méAct dpocepos Spopos, 

Ix dapézpy, 
Hye BéAos Kai rofov éxyparov, Hye Kai avrai 
trapbevixns adydpoo pupou mreiovar yapedvas: 
yavow Kai araXxwy Kai dixrva yepoi merdcow: 
aypwoaw Kai €ywye nai 7)0a5a veBpov cAdoow. 
et 8€ prow ws BapvOvpos ovedioceey 'Apalawv 
OrAuy épevyopevn pednddos Gyxov aredys, 
Koupyns xwouevns emi youvan yeipa meAdoow, 
Pavwv ws ixérns €patow ypods, ov pev eAains 
OadAcv aepralwy, oi dévdpecv dorw ‘AO j ns 
raplevxis dydpou Kai abeAydos, avti 5é rucpot 
ax pepovos Atrowvros én pedAundee wen 
oivoma Kaprov €xovra peAtppabajuyyos sraspys 
Borpuv depralwy ixerjowv. qv be yardgn 
mapOévos ayxvAdrofos, 4a ypot yy Sdpuv mtn, 
py Bédos ab epvacie piaiddvov, aidoudvyn 5¢ 
axpotdrw mAnteey euov dduas Hdd rokw- 
mAnyys ovK arX¢yus dpevobeAydos. Fv 8° eedAjon, 
ipeprais maAdpnow cua dpakaito Kopauy, 
apuyyonerns épvovea beAnpova Béorpuxa xairns. 
ov per epntvaw ote mapbévov, ws Koréwv bé€ 
Sekirepyy adiyyovoay aged yerpi mul 
SdxrvAa fowiccorra AaBwv yapbunvye deope, 
Kumpidiov xaydrowo mapryopa: napberixy yap 
xddos drov avAnoe ’OAvpmiov. Aah, Képvy: 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 19-45 


Satyrs now, he had no pleasure in Bacchants ;_ but 
gazing at Olympos,’ he cried in a love-compelling 
voice : 

21 “* J will be there, where the dewy chase goes on, 
where the quiver is, where the bolt and the precious 
bow, where the very groundpallet is perfumed from 
the unwedded maiden ; I will handle her stakes, and 
stretch her nets with my own hands: I also will 
go a-hunting, and kill a fawn like her. And if she 
scolds me, like some heavytempered Amazon, dis- 
gorging womanlike her load of honeysweet threaten- 
ings, I will lay my hand on the knees of the angry 
girl, and touch of her lovely skin like a suppliant ; 
but I will carry aloft no spray of olive, because that 
is the tree of Athena, the maiden unwedded and un- 
softened ; instead of that bitter oily branch, I will 
lift to my honeysweet nymph a suppliant cluster of 
grapes, which contains the purple fruit of honey- 
dropping vintage. 

34“ If the crookbow virgin is vexed, let her not 
pierce my flesh with a lance, nor draw her murderous 
shot, let her be merciful and tap my body with the 
tip of her sweet bow: I do not mind a blow that 
soothes the heart! If it please her, let her hold the 
shag fast and pull my hair with her precious hands, 
she may tear out some of the braids and welcome ! 
I will never fend off the maiden ; but I will pretend 
to be cross, and squeeze with unsparing hand the 
right hand which holds me fast. I will hold the pink 
fingers imprisoned in my hooked talons, to soothe 
my love-longing. For the maiden has made prey of 
all the Olympian beauty.? 


2 The Bithynian mountain. 
> Cf. Apoll. Rhod. iv. 984. 


NONNOS 


’Aotakis éBAdornae ven pododaxrudos “Hees, 
aAAn danetyro | dacoddpos: arAordpy yap 
épmredov cloos Cyovaa meAew Niwaca Bey: 
7Bedov ¢ eipeny 7 nodvdatéadur los apie igs: 

et eT) épytvee pee acBas Taz punto aidots, 

Kal Kev eyo Typiowo 0° bares try po mapas pots 
aBpoyov ev meAdyeaow epny Noenay deipwy 
emAcov, Evans are pdins, ws adxwy b< 
va@Tov epov dovecaxov, Opuopans ina xoupye 


de £ere pr madvAevKos Cpays bpafairo wepains. 


n0edov, et yeropyy TT pours moat, odpa yop tows 


kougilur ativaxrov Urep Mutu yraina, 


ws K pov ions Atywas, onmws porta Adu rpa reAdgaw 


Alerov dpveov dA\o yapoaroAoy autpow "Epestaw. 

% A , ~ .7 , 4 - . 
OU prev Eins adoyoto Badan yorernpa Kepaury 
vopdn Tmatpos SActlpor ardatadov COvor ordaouw, 
pe yAvrepyy Nixacay drodtipevoiw yadddeus. 
alfe méAov vo8os Spris etrtepos, Gre mai atry 
mrapbévos Heetepyn ida wrepoertas ovarows. 

~ 5 © id ? , ’ ‘ 4 . ’ 
paAXov eyo Aarans soleun Tera iy peyv (pet wor 
HOerAov, ef yptactos eyaw méAov GuSpos axoirys, 
avros bapa yapwr, abros moa, 6dpa yopetow 
agveuns Tmpoxyewy diAoro10r Op ppow cepans: 
émpeTe yap Nixaay ey evarmida wovpyy 
xpvocov cldos exovoar Cyew yptionov dxoiryy. 

Toior epwparewy €mos taye Gridds devs. 

, . - = , 
Kat TOTE KNWEVTOS Eaw Acyivos dE uy 


* Anisland in the Persiun Crulf, net certainly sdentifed, 
home of the Dawn-goddess (1 yeophron is: Pliny, Net. 
Hist. vi. 198-199). Elsewhere, it 18 an sland w. of Afrima. 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 46-72 


45 “ Forgive me, Cerne: the Astacid ? has budded 
as a new rosyfinger Dawn, a new lightbringer has 
risen: Nicaia is a younger Selene, who keeps her 
aspect unchanged. In my desire, I should be glad 
to take on a world of strange aspects, if respect and 
veneration for my father did not hold me back. I 
would go through the waters of Tyre a seafaring bull, 
and swim along carrying my Nicaia unsprinkled by the 
deep, like Europa’s bridegroom ; and I would shake 
my back as if by accident, that the girl might take 
fright, and her allwhite right hand might pull at my 
horn. I would be a winged husband, to dance carry- 
ing lightly a wife on my back unshaken, as Cronides 
did with Aigina ; that mated with her I might beget 
a new eagle,° another birdstar to attend on weddings 
for the Loves. However, I will not strike with a 
thunderbolt my bedfellow’s begetter, and present a 
father’s death as an impious brideprice, that I may 
not vex sweet Nicaia for his taking off. Would I 
were a bastard bird well fledged,? because my virgin 
herself loves winged arrows! I would rather be the 
flowing form of Danaé’s loves, a golden shower to 
lie by her side,* myself the marriage gift, myself hus- 
band, that I might circle round her and pour forth 
love’s shower of generous dew ; for it would suit well 
my girl Nicaia with her beautiful eyes, and her 
golden beauty, to have a golden bedmate.”’ 

71 Such were the words he rang out in love’s mad- 
ness with passionate voice. And one day, makin 
his way into a fragrant meadow, he observed all the 


> See xiv. 327. 
¢ Alluding to the constellation Aquila. See vii. 117 ff. 
4 An arrow. 
¢ Zeus visited Danaé as a shower of gold. 


NONNOS 


avBea mavra dSoKeve reOyAora ovryypoa KoupTs, 
Kai Twa pifdoy €ermev €s Tepoer ras ayras* 

‘"Aprt poyis, Nixaca, Tery Sov esfiade Hopeyy 78 
ft) ao KaAXos dpeupas és. drthea; nadludur) yap 
manrairwy podewva Teas eronjoa Tapads: 
aAda. reav Badrcer podov ezedor dp guerens yap 
ep gputov ou _Ajyoveay épevbopdry ave pany: 
els Kpivov oppa d€pwr xiovwdeas ldov ayooTous, 
abpicas 8 vaxuboyv idov Kvardypoa yaryy. 
b€E0 He Onpevorra ourepmopoy’ tv 5° (Bednays, 
avtos éyw otaXikwr yAunepor Bapos, avros deipw 
évdpopidas Kat Tofa Kal (pepoatas: Suazo, 
avtos eyw: Natvpwr ob be'opar ot rapa Adypen 4S 
Sixrva Kupyjs7s dvexoridiocy attos 'AréMuwy ; 
tis PO0v0s, ec eben Kal éya) Aivow; ov poydus bé 
atros epois Gpovow eee Nixacay deipuw. 
ob pev eyas yevetipos tmdprepos: év pofioas yap 
Edpwiany adiarrov éxoupiae TorruTopos Bots. oa) 
mrapbeverr) podoegca, 7 gor toaor eraser vay; 
oaiv épatayv pereuy 7 repidetdeo, and dat mérpaus 
doropees go VwTa KaTat pupusa Xapeetvas, 
éooopat, ay ebedns, adapnzodos: ev be paddtipys 
auros €yw otopéow o¢o d€usia, roids meTdcaw = 
d€ppata mopdaXiwy roAvdaidada, trois Sea fad 
ppixra Acovreins TUKWOTpLXA rwra _xadurrpns 
yupraoas €ua yvia: ov b€ yAuKiy bmvor tates 
veBptor dadadénor Kaduz nope Avort‘gou- 
Muydorins 8 €eAddou oxézas dpperor iyo Bade 1a 
yuprw@oas Sartvpous. axvddxwy d¢ aor cf ypdos ein, 


¢ Black with a purple under-tinge, like the blue roan of a 
horse. 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 73-101 


flowers blooming with the colours of the girl, and 
cried out thus to the airy breezes : 

7 “ Here at last, Nicaia, I have caught a glimpse of 
your form! Have you lent your beauty to the 
flowers? For as I gaze on the fairgrowing rosebed, 
I recognize your cheeks: but your rose blooms 
always, for you hold implanted in you the blushing 
anemone also, that ceases not. When I turn my eye 
to the lily, I see your snowy arms, when I behold the 
iris, I see the rich dark colour of your hair.* Receive 
me as comrade in your hunting: and if you wish, 
I will shoulder myself the sweet burden of your 
stakes, myself your ankleboots and bow and arrows 
of Desire, myself 1 will do it—I need no Satyrs ; did 
not Apollo himself in the woods lift Cyrene’s ® nets ? 
What harm, if I also manage the meshes? I do not 
think it hard to lift my Nicaia on my own shoulders. 
I do not set up to be better than my father; for he 
bore up Europa in the floods unwetted, a seafaring 
bull. 

91“ Rosy maiden, why do you like the forest so 
much? Spare your lovely limbs, nor let the rough un- 
strown pallet upon the rocks chafe your back. If you 
wish, I will be the attendant of your chamber in the 
house ; I will lay your bed, I will spread on it the many- 
speckled skins of pards, over which I throw the bristly 
thick-haired fell of a lion to cover it, stripping it from 
my own limbs : you shall enjoy sweet sleep covered 
with the dappled fawnskins of Dionysos. Above 
you I will throw a tent of the same sort, made of the 
skins of Mygdonian deer, stript from the Satyrs. 

101 “ If you should want dogs, I will straight offer 


> A huntress-nymph loved by Apollo, see Pindar, Pyth. 
ix. 5 ff. 
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NONNOS 


gol Kuvas ev evi mavras €p00 raya llavos rdoow, 
» in eer Any: 5 “Arend ibd 
dfopat éx Lmaprys €tépovs Kvvas, os arit 
sd a > w » ‘ ‘eed . ’ 
neOewr és Epwras eos Kdpreios "AmcAdwy, 
Kai KUvas aypeutipas ‘Apiotaionww Kaddcow: 108 
kai Atva abv otaXikegat Kai dppeva bapa Kopioous 
evdpouidas Nopiowo Kai ‘Aypdos, 6s mapos éyrw 
Kai vopov evrAcipwra Kai edxapuartou Spopov aypys. 
et 5€ Oeperyer€os tpopées drAcya dupados wpns, 
jpepiwv oprykas brép Adkrpoo dvtevous, 110 
kal oe repimrevawor pens evurdecs atpas 
KekAyevny Kata ji€oaa toAvatadgtAoio wadvrtpys. 
rapbevixy mepipoite, ToBoBArjto10 tpoourrou 
Badopévas Dadforts teas CAdaipe mapeds, 
py oddas "HeAiov peAtwv axtiva papa, 118 
[ mAoKdpous Hupoerras dpaddvrway aryras: 
edde pobwr a ava péooa Kal év metados baxirOou, 
yelrov aeto Kdpyvov €pecaapievy Atoriow, 
abavdrous meovipecow Omus eva Kdipov avayns, 
DoiBw wai Ledvpw wai Kimpidi cai Aiovvew. 120 
Andiny 8° omdcayu yorny peAaroxpoov "Tsay 
mraatdbos tyetépns PadapnnoAov: adda ti dvTAny 
Kvaveny ovounva ters vupdoarodroy evvis ; 
vuxti pedayxAatvw more ployetae apyéris ‘Huss; 
*Aotakis dmAotépy méAes “Aprepuis: GAAA Kai adres! 125 
Suwidas éjKovra yopiribas els at Kopioous, 
oppa yopor wjpiBuov omdova acio teAdcow, 
dpdgurddos ladpetpoy dpevados ioyeatpns, 

1 


ay sins : 
autos Mas., auras | udwich. 


s Camos was a Doriah god identified with Apollo, 
* Probably Hyacinthos, 


10 


DIONYSIACA, XVI. 102-128 


you the whole pack of my friend Pan together ; I will 
bring you other hounds from Sparta, which my friend 
Carnean*® Apollo keeps for the love of his gallant 
lads,’ and I will summon the hunting-dogs of Aris- 
taios ; string and stakes I will fetch you, and those 
most suitable gifts, the ankleboots of the Grazer 
and Hunter,° who long ago knew both grazing on 
fine meadows and the happy work of the coursing 
hunt. 

109 “* And if you fear the blaze of the thirsty season 
of harvest, I will plant over your bed shoots of the 
gardenvine, and the sweet breath of the intoxicating 
scent shall be wafted over you, lying under the grape- 
clustered covering. Gadabout maiden, pity the 
cheeks of your own loveshot countenance beaten by 
the sun, lest the glare of Helios dim the radiance of 
your limbs, lest the breeze tumble your anointed 
eurls ; sleep among the roses and on iris-petals, rest 
your head on Dionysos your neighbour, to kindle one 
revel for immortals four, Phoibos and Zephyros and 
Cypris and Dionysos.4 

121“ Let me offer my spoil, the blackskin brood 
of India, to attend upon your bower. But why did 
I name the swarthy tribe to array your bridal bed ? 
Does white Eos ever mingle with black-stoled night ? 
You the Astacid are surely a younger Artemis ; but 
more, I will fetch you myself sixty dancing hand- 
maids,’ to complete the unnumbered dance that at- 
tends you, as many as the servants of the mountain 

¢ Epithets of Aristaios, son of Cyrene: Pindar, Pyth. ix. 65. 

4 For the rose, the iris, and the vine, because in warm 
sunny (Phoibos-Helios) spring (Zephyros) weather she is 
being loved (Cypris) by him. 

¢ The sixty dancers come from Callimachos, Hymn to 
Artemis 13. Virgil gives her a thousand, den. i. 499. 


ll 


NONNOS 


elxeAov ’Qxeavoio Avyatpaat, pn aor épily 
“Aprepuis dypwaaovaa, cai c 7Ae beardris Eypys. 130 
aot Xapiras Cabeoro xaptCopar “( pxopevoio 
apdirodous, ua téxva petagrneas "Adpodirns. 
adXa 708u dpéva Gérfov dbcAyda, wai ac beydoOw 
Onpoatyns pera prox ov €pov Adyos, ogpa dareing 
"Apremts év axoreéAow Kai ev Oadrdpors “Adpodiry. 138 
tis P0dvos, dypwoouy ae avy aypwooortt Avaip ; 
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* Persuasion personified. : Athaten, 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 129-157 


Archeress, as many as the daughters of Oceanos ; 
then Artemis hunting will not rival you, even if she 
be the mistress of the hunt. I will present you with 
the Graces of divine Orchomenos for servants, my 
daughters, whom I will take from Aphrodite. 

133 “* Nay, charm your uncharmed heart with desire, 
and let my bed receive you after the labours of hunt- 
ing the beasts, that you may appear Artemis among 
the rocks and Aphrodite in the bed-chamber. What 
harm that you should hunt along with hunting 
Lyaios? But if you have the itch for struggle, like 
the bowfamed Amazon, you shall come to the 
Indian warfare, to be Athena in the battle, and 
Peitho * when fighting is done. Receive also, if it 
please you, the thyrsus of Lyaios to bring down 
your game, and become a slayer of fawns ; and with 
your own hands, by your own efforts, adorn my car, 
by yoking pards or lions under the bridle.” 

144 So speaking, he pursued the mountain girl his 
neighbour, crying aloud as he came near: ‘ Wait, 
maiden, for Bacchos your bedfellow!’’ But the 
maiden was angry and lifted up a strong voice, speed- 
ing wild words at Lyaios : 

148 “ Be off! make that speech to some girl who 
likes lovemaking! If you can draw into marriage 
the gray-eyed goddess,’ or Artemis, you shall have 
hard Nicaia a willing bride ; for I am a comrade of 
both. But if you miss wedlock with Athena,—none 
ever heard of such a thing, no birth-pangs for her— 
if you could not charm the wits of the inflexible 
Archeress, seek not Nicaia’s bed. Let me not see 
you touching my bow, and handling my quiver, 
or I may bring you also down to follow Hymnos the 
shepherd. I will wound Dionysos the unwounded ! 
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Hom. II. v. 385. 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 158-183 


If steel will not cut your limbs, if the lance will not 
pierce them, I will do as the highcrested sons of 
Iphimedeia ® ; I will bind you with galling iron chains, 
wholly like your brother, and I will keep you too 
like Ares hidden in a brazen pot, until you fulfil 
twelve ° circuits of Selene, and throw away your 
passion for me to the winds of the air. Touch not 
my quiver with womanlickerish hands: I keep the 
bow, you the thyrsus. On the Astacian crags I send 
my shot here against boars or lions, and share the 
toils of Artemis ; over the rocks of Libanos go your- 
self and pursue the fawns, on the hunt with Aphro- 
dite. I refuse your bed, even if you have the blood 
of Zeus in you. If J] had a mind to a god for my 
lord, I would not have Dionysos for bedfellow, soft- 
haired, weaponless, spiritless, shaped like a woman ; 
the bridegroom kept for my bower would be my Lord 
Strongbow or brazen Ares, the one with his bow, the 
other with sword as a love-gift. But since I will not 
accept one of the Blessed, since I have no itch to 
call even your Cronion © goodfather, seek another, 
Bacchos, some new bride not unwilling. Why all this 
haste? This race is not for you to win ; so Latoides 4 
once pursued Daphne, so Hephaistos Athena.¢ 
Why this haste? this race is vain; for among the 
rocks, buskins are far better than slippers.” 

183 She finished, and left Bacchos behind. But he 
ever searched for the mountainranging maid through 


> Thirteen lunar months in Homer, a rough way of measur- 
ing the year. © Zeus. 

¢ Apollo: ‘‘so’’ means unsuccessfully. He loved the 
nymph Daphne (Laurel), who fled from him and was turned 
into the tree called after her. 

* Hephaistos got Zeus’s leave to wed Athena, but she 
proved too strong for him, see e.g. Hyginus, Fab. 166. 


15 


NONNOS 


rrapbevKyy paorever opizAavow: cagvpdves b¢ 
avvdpopios wpaprTyge xv movrodpors Ovpup, iss 
Tov more Onpevowrs diiooxordAw Swrvou 

dmrace Sapov € €yeuw oxvAaxot patos txpie pars Iv, 
Kat pw are dpovéorra wai avdrjerta Soxetwy 
ouvvopov taoxdAcuOov day Evvqova poybusv, 

Baxyos épwpavean diiiw spoorrufaro eBay: 190 

Tire, Kvwy repidoitos, pddpopes ¢ ¢aa Avail 
Tlavos dei 708¢orros eragve; TinT?¢ OV povvos 
mapBevov ¢ ixvevoure our LXvevErs Lovie ; 

H pa oe gos Taping Olxtippova Biixey (parton ; 
trapOevov nyerépyy €re dileo, pnd) evi mdr pass 108 
Baxxov aAnrevovra Kar’ ovpea potvor days. 
LLobdvos €monretpets pe, Kai ws Bporos cis payiy DAs 
mAraloperns Aoddevra perdpyeat &dia Kovipyes. 
Kapve rea BaoAre ged b¢ cot civexa poybwr 
SwHow apotBainy: pera Leipror dor¢pa Maipyns 30 
aiBepos €vdov dyw oe xat aotepoerta reAdaow 
dyxt Kuvos zporépov, 

araguan i iva wat av meraivns 
Borpvos Eivc@uar dwovrifuw oder aiyAny. 
tis POdvos avreAXew rtpitratoy Kiva; 

cai ov dacs 

ovvdpopos darepoestos emeryopudroo Aaywor. 208 
ef Oépus, otKTe(pusy pe caodpors HA pee xoupn, 
Sdxpiov 6 Oppa otpuw KuBeAnidos ais payuy Ans, 
Orrt pe paotevorta yur Geov ciadr eevye: 

* Procyon, in Latin Antecanem, 1s a second hound of 
Orion, which rises before Seirios, Vitruvius calls hie 
Canicula. See Cic. de Nat. Deorwm i. 66, 114, with 
quotation from his own version of Aratus: et hic Geminis 


est ille sub ipsis Antecanem, -poctker Gras qui nomine 
fertur. Icarios was an Athenian, to whom Dionysos taught 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 184-208 


the nourishing woods ; and coursing beside him in 
that rapid chase went the dog with sagacious mind, 
the dog which highhorned Pan, breeder of hounds, 
offered as a gift to Dionysos, once on a time when 
he was hunting in the highlands which he loved. ‘To 
him, the comrade of his ways and his labours, Bacchos 
lovemaddened spoke gently with kind words, as if 
he thought the creature had sense and voice : 

191“ Why do you run with Lyaios, wandering 
hound, when Pan always misses you, and you are 
worthy of Pan? Why do you alone track the maiden 
along with tracking Dionysos? Did your trainer 
teach you to pity love? Still seek our maiden, and let 
not Bacchos go wandering alone over the mountains, 
among the rocks. You alone pity me, and like one 
human, you follow inthe hilly spaces on the ridge where 
the girl wanders. Work hard for your king! I will 
repay you well for your labours: I will take you 
into the upper air, and make you a star like Seirios, 
the star of Maira, near the earlier Dog,* that you 
also may ripen the clusters, shooting your light to 
be the grape’s Eileithyia.’X,» What harm that a third 
Dog should arise ? You also show your light, running 
a course with the starry Hare as he scampers on. If 
it is lawful, cast your eyes aside to the ridge of 
Cybele’s forest, and in pity for me reproach the 
modesthearted girl, that she still flies from my 


the cultivation of the vine. Some peasants killed him, 
thinking he had given them poison. His dog Maira found 
the body, and his daughter Erigone then hanged herself. 
Icarios was then placed among the stars as Bodtes, his 
daughter as the Virgin, and the dog as Procyon. But here 
Seirios is called Maira’s dog. 

> The goddess of childbirth: that is, to bring out the 
round grapes. 
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by Seilenos of Pholos the cv ntaur, and axsatated with Apollo 
at Thebes. The Meliai as a group were sprung from 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 209-235 


pursuit, a woman from a god! Reproach both 
Adonis and Cythereia, and pursue Echo, flitting in- 
constant over the mountains, that she may not make 
my nymph yet more a hater of wedlock ; do not 
leave your rough wooer Pan near the girl, or he may 
catch her and yoke her under an enforced bridal. 
If you should see the maiden, quickly come, and with 
knowing silence or meaning barks give the news 
to Dionysos; you be love’s messenger, and let 
another dog travel in pursuit of boars or lions from 
the rocks. Friend Pan, I call you most blessed, 
because even your dogs have become trackers of the 
loves. And you, Luck, how many shapes you take, 
how you make playthings of the children of men! Be 
gracious, all-subduer! First the human race, and now 
perhaps you possess the canine race also, when this 
ill-fated wanderer is a servant for Dionysos in love 
next after Pan. Reproach the maiden, dear trees, and 
say, ye rocks, ‘ Even the dogs have compassion, and 
there is no pity in the Amazon!’ So there are dogs 
too with sense, to whom Cronion has given the 
thoughts of a man, and yet not a human voice.” 

228 A tree was near him while he spoke; and 
through her clustering leaves an ancient Ashtree ¢ 
heard the cry of womanmad Dionysos, and she 
uttered a mocking voice : 

231 “* Other masters of hounds, Dionysos, hunt here 
for the Archeress; but you are huntsman for 
Aphrodite! Here’s a nice fellow to be in fear of 
a soft-skinned maiden girl! Bacchos the bold, bowing 
and scraping like a lackey to the loves ! lifts in prayer 
to a weakling girl the hands that butchered the 


drops of the blood of Uranos; they are the nymphs of ash 
trees. 


19 


NONNOS 


oos yeveras ob olde zollou GeASidporn prides 
ee Lov", «ts bpevaror dyew ret)pora xovpny’ 

ob LepeAny ixdrevey, dws eruynaa <purraw, 
od Aavayy Trapeze, fws ovayac xopeiny’ 
Zyvt guvaTToperny ‘l£iovos olota yvraixa 240 
Kal yayttor xpaeetiopa Kai irmaovs Cperaious: 
’"Arridans edays Proratypom eopov "Epustes 
Kat Larvpov yeAounta volo papsnAcy axoiryy. 

"Qs paro Kepropeovan soov dccdr pow Bax 
Kat Spuos evros ixaver Opn dixos. dv be edicuea 43 
doxadowy Atosvaos Opdpree Ovinds xoupy 
Toca epwpareeaat, Kal wKuTcdiAos "Apataw 
doraros dxpa KapyVva poerree dvupara ndzpys, 
ixvos €pevyytipos UzoKAdrrovea Avaiov. 

Kat droyepa Dadborros Gacaopedvs xpoa rTupoys 200 
aBpoxa Supadens TEepoaiveto yeclea Kovpys’ 
Kat doAor ayn ‘wooovea yurapardos Movicou 
favOov timp évonae diAaxpyyrov rotapoio, 
Kal mlev noo pcetlpor, 5A mov adores “doe 
kal dpeva dunbeiaa pty Baxyetero wovpn, on 
Kai Kehadny eAeACE pretiAvdsa OCleye radpsy, 
Kal dudvpenr edoKnaer (civ soAvyardda Aguam 
Oppata Siwvevovaa: Bapuvopevou O¢ Kap ov 
dépxero OnpoBorov ditAotpera vara nodunns 
Kai Tpopepoiat modecaw odatyeaca woven et 
ets TTEpov avtoxdatos €atipeto YUTOVOS “Yrvou: 
Kat yapiey Baptyouvos €eAyeto Kwpar rt wtipedn. 

Tv pev tou@v evdovaay ~E “pws. Em edeinvue Baxyep, 
"Ypvov émoxreipwv Néepeats 6° ¢y€Aaaoa ido0ea. 








® See vii. 120. 
> Dia, by whom Zeus was father of Peinthoin, He wooed 
her in the form of a horse. 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 236-264 


Indians! Your father does not know how to go 
awooing with heartbewitching words of love to bring 
the girl willing to her bridal ; he made no prayer to 
Semele until he won her love; he did not cajole 
Danaé until he stole her maidenhood.? You know 
how he caught Ixion’s wife.? the bridegroom’s 
whinney and the equine mating. You have heard of 
love’s game of trickery for Antiope,° the laughing 
Satyr, the sham deceitful mate.” 

244 So she mocked the timid mind of Bacchos, and 
vanished into her coeval tree. But on the hills, 
Dionysos impatient followed the wild girl with love- 
mad feet ; and the swift-shod Amazon, ever on the 
move, scoured the topmost heads of difficult moun- 
tain-paths, hiding her track from the searcher Lyaios. 

250 But the dry lips of the thirsty girl were parched 
as Phaéthon scourged her skin with his blazing fire, 
and knowing not the trick of womanmad Dionysos, 
she noticed the brown water of the tipplers’ river, 
and drank the sweet liquid, whence the skin-scorched 
Indians had drunk. With her brain on fire, the girl 
revelled in her intoxication, and tossed her head to 
match her double motions; when she turned her eyes 
to the wide yawning lake, she thought to see two 
lakes ; then as her head grew heavy, she beheld the 
ridges of the beastfeeding hill double themselves ; 
and with trembling feet, slipping in the dust, she 
was drawn unconsciously under the wing of Sleep who 
was not far away. So the bride heavy at knee, was 
spellbound by her wedding slumber. 

263 ros espied her sleeping, and pointed her out 
to Bacchos, pitying Hymnos ; Nemesis laughed at 


¢ Mother of Amphion and Zethos by Zeus. For the Satyr- 
disguise cf. Ovid, Met. vi. 110. 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 265-295 


the sight. And sly Dionysos with shoes that made 
no noise crept soundless to his bridal, placing his 
footsteps with care. He came near the girl: and 
softly with gentle hand undid the end of the knot 
which guarded the girdle of innocence, that sleep 
might not let the maiden go. 

270 Harth unfolded her teeming fragrance, and 
brought forth a plot of plants, to do pleasure to 
Dionysos. Tangled poles of spreading vine lifted 
a wide covering laden with clusters of grapes, and 
shaded the bed with its leaves ; a selfgrown arbour 
of vinery embowered the couch with its rich growth, 
and many a bunch of purple fruit swayed to and fro 
above it, under the Cyprian’s breezes. It screened 
them both, while in crinkling clumps a lovely sapling 
of the wine-plant entangled intoxicated the wreaths 
of ivy which climbed over the growing fruit. 

281 Tt was a stolen bridal, like bed in a dream 
with Sleep for helper. ‘Che maiden lost her maiden- 
hood, slumbering still ; she saw Sleep as marshal of 
the loves, and as servant of winedeceived nuptials. 
The breeze, unresting, self-sounding, interwove the 
hymn of love with caperings, high among the branches 
of the jubilant forest : and the melody of the moun- 
tain bridal, passing on the winds, was answered in 
modest tones by maiden Echo, Pan’s following voice ; 
dancing over the ground the pipes tootled out loudly 
“Hymen Hymenaios ”; the forest fir resounded, 
“A blessing on this bridal ! ” 

282 Then the soul of the herdsman, passing on the 
winds, started up and taunted the sleeping maiden 
in dreams of the night : 

204 “ A lover also has his avenging spirits, happy 
bride! If you refused Hymnos as a bridegroom, 
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* From Hom. //. xi. 241: it «ems to imply imprisoned in 
brazen chains, something unbreakable. 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 296-321 


Dionysos has made you a bride! You are a crooked 
judge, you matchmaking maiden bride! you kill 
the lover, you pursue him that weds not! Maiden, 
a brazen sleep* you gave to your impassioned 
Hymnos: maiden, a honeyed sleep lost you your 
maidenhood! ‘The dead herdsman’s piteous blood 
you saw with a laugh; there was worse piteous 
groaning when you saw the blood of your maiden- 
hood.” 

302 So speaking, away like misty smoke went the 
soul of the lovesmitten herdsman weeping, and 
passed beyond pursuit into the courtyard of Tartaros, 
allecomers’ hostel, full of envy for Bacchos and _ his 
drinkdeceiving espousals. 

306 Pan also piped a bridal tune on the shrill reeds, 
hiding secret envy deep in his heart, Pan the master 
of music ; and made a defaming lay for the unnatural 
union. And one of the lovemad Satyrs in a thicket 
hard by, staring insatiate upon the wedding, a for- 
bidden sight, declaimed thus, when he saw the bed 
of Bacchos with his fair maiden : 

312 “ Horned Pan, still running alone after Aphro- 
dite? When will you too be a bridegroom, for 
Echo whom you chase? Will you ever bring off a 
trick like this, to aid and abet you in your nuptials 
never consummated ? Become a gardener too instead 
of herdsman, my dear Pan ; forswear your shepherd’s 
cudgel, leave oxen and sheep among the rocks— 
what will herdsmen do for you? Wake up! and 
plant another vine, which provides love’s wedding.” 

320 Not yet had his words ended, when goatherd 
Pan cried out : 

321 “ T wish my father had taught me the trick of 
that matchmaking wine! I wish I could be lord of 
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also by Maas. See Critica] Introduction, 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 322-319 


the mindtripping grape, like Bacchos ! ‘Then I should 
have seen that cruel maiden Echo, asleep and well 
drunken! then I should have achieved my love, 
which like a gadfly sends me gadding afar! Fare- 
well to this pasturage ! for while I water my sheep 
here by a neighbouring spring, Dionysos draws in- 
tractable nymphs to marriage by means of his 
tipplers’ river! He has invented a medicine for Eros 
—his plant : away with the goat’s milk, away with 
the milk of my ewes ! for that cannot bring sleep to 
desire, nor a maiden to marriage. I alone, Cythereia, 
must suffer. Alas for love! Syrinx escaped from 
Pan’s marriage and left him without a bride, and 
now she cries Euoi to the newly-made marriage of 
Dionysos with melodies unasked : while Syrinx gives 
voice, and to crown all, Echo chimes in with her 
familiar note. O Dionysos, charmer of mortals, 
shepherd of the bridal intoxication! you alone are 
happy, because when the nymph denied, you 
found out wine, love’s helper to deck out the 
marriage !”” 

339 Such were the words of Pan, in sorrow for his 
thwarted desire, and in envy and love of Lyaios, the 
achiever of marriage. 

341 And Dionysos, having achieved his love, and 
the desires of that wayside bed, rose up with un- 
noted boot. But the nymph awaking reproached 
the river spring, indignant against Hypnos and Cypris 
and Dionysos, bathed in a flood of tears; in her 
pain, she heard still the remnants of the Naiads’ 
nuptial song ; and she saw that bed, herald of the 
couch of lovesick Lyaios, shadowed over with garden 
vine-leaves, and piled thick with the bridal fawnskins 
of Dionysos, which gives its own message of Lyaios’s 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 350-379 


lovestricken passion, which told the tale of the 
furtive bed ; she saw her own maiden zone wet with 
the wedding dew. Then she tore her rosy cheeks, 
and slapt both thighs, and moaned with piercing 
voice : 

354 “ Alas for maidenhead, stolen by the Euian 
water! alas for maidenhead, stolen by the sleep of 
love! Alas for maidenhead, stolen by that vagabond 
Bacehos! A curse on that deceitful water of the 
Hydriads, a curse on that bed ! Hamadryad nymphs, 
whom shall I blame ? for Sleep, Eros, trickery and 
wine, are the robbers of my maiden state! Artemis 
has deserted her own maidens. But Echo herself 
the enemy of the bed—why did not Echo tell me the 
whole scheme? Why did not Pine whisper in my 
ear, too low for Bacchos to hear? why did not Daphne 
the Laurel speak out— Maiden, beware, drink not 
the deceiving water !’?”’ 

365 She spoke, and flooded her face with a shower 
of tears. And now she thought to set a sword in her 
throat, again she would have cast herself rolling off a 
cliff, to fall headlong in the dust at last ; she thought 
to destroy the nuptial fountain of which she had 
drunk, but already the stream had got rid of its 
Bacchic juiee, and bubbled out clear water, no longer 
the liquid of Lyaios. Then she besought Cronides 
and Artemis to fill the Naiads’ grottoes with dust 
and thirsty soil. Often she strained her eye over the 
mountains, if anywhere she might find an unsteady 
footstep of unseen Dionysos, that she might shoot 
him with her arrows, a woman shoot a god! that 
she might vanquish the deity of the grapes; yet 
more she desired to destroy with blazing fire all that 
marriage-vine. Often, when she saw tracks of 
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2 An epithet or name of Bacchos, 1. the iiaiatee ite 
“ Noisy one.’ 
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DIONYSIACA, XVI. 380-405 


Bacchos over the mountains, she let off storms of 
arrows into the air; often she lifted her lance, and 
cast at a mark, hoping to strike the body of un- 
wounded Dionysos: but in vain she cast, and hit 
no Lyaios. And she was angry with the river, and 
swore never to drink the deceitful water of the 
fountain with thirsty lips ; swore to keep her eyes 
awake through the night, swore not to enjoy sweet 
sleep again on the mountains. She blamed also the 
watchdogs, because not even they then attacked the 
womanmad Lyaios. She sought a remedy in death 
by the hanging noose, and encircled her neck with 
a choking throttling loop, to avert the malice of her 
mocking yearsmates. Unwilling she left the ancient 
beastbreeding forest, being ashamed after that bed 
to show herself to the Archeress. 

395 Now lined with the divine dew, the seed of 
Lyaios, she carried a burden in her womb; and 
when the time came for her delivery, the lifewarm- 
ing Seasons played the midwives to a female child, 
and confirmed the nine-circled course of Selene. 
From the marriage of Bromios ¢ a god-sent girl 
grew to flower, whom she named Telete, one ever 
rejoicing in festivals, a night-dancing girl, who 
followed Dionysos, taking pleasure in clappers and 
the bang of the double oxhide. 

And the god built a city of fine stone beside the 
tipplers’ lake, Nicaia, City of Victory, which he 
named after the nymph Astacia and for the victory 
which brought the Indians low. 
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* Goddess of Warfare ; here as often means simply war. 
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BOOK XVII 


In the seventeenth, I celebrate war’s firstfruits, and 
the waters of a honey-trickling river 
turned to wine. 


Arter he had made captive the Indian nation, 
shackled in sleep by their potations, immovable, with- 
out a wound, Dionysos did not commit his quarrel 
to the forgetful winds, but once more lifted his 
Phrygian thyrsus ; for he went in haste at the chal- 
lenge of highcrested Deriades, and left forgotten 
behind him the trick he had played on the Amazonian 
girl, the drunken passion and the drowsy nuptials. 

8 The god led the van, wearing a heavenly radiance 
on his shining face, to proclaim him the son of Zeus. 
Around the Lydian chariot of giantslaying Dionysos 
were lines of thyrsus-bearers ; he was ringed about 
with warriors on either side, conspicuous in the midst, 
and shone in splendour like another heaven. In 
beauty he threw all into the shade: to see him you 
might have said it was fiery Helios in the midst of 
farscattered stars. The lord of the host had brought 
Enyo * without the steel trappings of war; for he 
carried no sword and no deathdealing ashen lance, 
but for bronze he had his own invincible spear, the 
ivy ; this he wielded in the cities of Asia, this he 
planted in the soil of Asia, as he drove the savage 
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* A choice wine. See xi. 121. 
» See xi. 36, xliii. 417: a river in N. of Asia Minor where 
silver was found. Hom. /I. ii. $57. 
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DIONYSIACA, XVII. 21-47 


car of divine Cybele, with a broad rein of grape- 
vine, under the shadow of ivy, the vine’s fellow, 
touching up his travelling team with a blossoming 
whip—he made drunken the regions of the East with 
the Maronian® fruit. To share the enterprise of 
Bromios came the whole company of Bacchoi, full of 
confidence from the first battle, when Seilenos happy- 
mad, unarmed, picked up in his linked arms a living 
corpse unspeaking, an Indian in full armour, and 
marched off heavy-kneed, a sluggish wayfarer : when 
the Bacchant Mimallon woman, unveiled and revel- 
ling, and bounding in cadence on her two feet, rattled 
her cymbals over an Indian still asleep, and running a 
rope round his neck hurried away, with the war- 
plunder that she had been seeking thrown into her 
hands. 

32 From city to city he went, till he came not far 
off to the rich country of the Alybe,® where neigh- 
bouring Geudis rolls the wealthy waves of its heaven- 
sent flood white with the current of its watery 
treasures, and cuts a hollow through the silvern 
soil, 

37 There as the company of footmen with the 
horned Satyrs travelled beside the richly stored 
rocks, Bacchos on his march was entertained by 
a countryman in a lonely hut, Brongos, dweller 
in the highland glens where no houses are built. 
Beside the unquarried wall of these giant strong- 
holds he dwelt, in a house that was no house. The 
hospitable shepherd milked a goat, and drew a 
potion snowy-white, to seek the favour of the giver 
of jolly good cheer with his milky draught in 
country cups, with common vittles. He brought 
out a fleecy sheep from the fold, as an offering for 
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DIONYSIACA, XVII. 48-76 


Dionysos, but the god stayed him. The old man 
obeyed the immutable bidding of Bacchos, and leav- 
ing the sheep untouched he set shepherd’s fare before 
willing Lyaios. So he served a supper no supper, 
board without beef, such as they say in Cleonai 
Molorcos once provided for Heracles on his way to 
fight the lion. Brongos like that kind-hearted shep- 
herd set on the board plenty of the autumn fruit 
of the olive swimming in brine, and brought fresh 
curdled cheese in wickerwork baskets,? juicy and 
round. The god laughed when he saw the country- 
man’s light supper, and turning a gracious eye on 
the hospitable shepherd, he partook of the humble 
fare, munching greedily. All the time he was re- 
minded of the frugal banquet on that bloodless table, 
when there was a meal for his Mother, Cybele 
of the highlands. And he wondered at the stone 
doors of the round courtyard, how industrious nature 
had carved a house, how without art the cliffs were 
rounded in answering proportion. 

8? But when Lord Bacchos had eaten his fill of 
shepherd’s fare, then Brongos the countryman was 
moved by the divine inspiration of Bacchos ; he played 
Pan’s wellknown tune on his pipes, and pressed his 
fingers on Athena’s double tube in honour of 
Dionysos ; who was pleased at heart with the music, 
and mixing the new liquor of the winepress in the 
bowl, he said : 

7 ** Accept this gift, gaffer, to drink all cares away ! 
You want no more milk when you have this fragrant 
dew, the image of heavenly nectar brought down to 


® These baskets of thin close plaiting are still used in 
Greek lands for cheese ; and the olives ‘‘ swimming in brine ” 

are called xoAvpBddes ‘‘ swimmers.” 
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® Dionysos was a very poor Vine eats. He is try ng 
to describe to the old shepherd how to plant layers, as they 
are technically called. He tells hin to choose the top shoote 
(axpa) of an old vine, which is doubly wrong, for the vine 
should not be old and the top shoots are condemned by the 
best ancient writers as less fertile ; he then would have him 
cut them off at once, whereas the approved method (oe 
Anatolios in the Geopontca v. 18) is as follows: “ We dy a 
trench a foot deep, and then bend down, but do not cut off, a 
shoot from the (full-grown) vine, which we insert in the 
trench and cover with earth, leaving a portion of the shoot 
visible above ground, so that part of it, remaining connected 
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earth, like that which Ganymedes ladles out to rejoice 
great Zeus in Olympos. Forget your wish for your 
old-fashioned milk : the snowy-white drops pressed 
from the udders of goats that have just kidded do 
not make men happy or drive their cares away.” 

81 So saying, he gave his gift of gratitude for the 
shepherd’s table, the fine fruitage of grapes, the 
mother of wine, sorrow’s comforter.? And the Lord 
taught him the flowerloving work of the vineyard— 
to bend the slips of the plants over into fertilizing 
pits, and to cut the top shoots of an old vine, that 
new shoots of winegendering grapes may grow. 

8? Leaving the herdsman and the ridge of the wild 
forest, he now hasted to a new conflict with Indians 
in the mountains. Bidding the Satyrs who were with 
him to go on at full speed by the upland tracks, he 
joined himself again to his wild attendant Bacchants. 
Thirsting for blood and battle under his thyrsus, he 
took in hand the loudbraying trumpet of the Ty lice: 
ian Sea,® and boomed a note on his conch for ‘battle 
as he gathered the people. He intoxicated the stout 
warriors, and drew the men on to war with hotter 
spirit, to destroy the race of Indians that knew not 
Bacchos. 

87 So Lord Dionysos marshalled these for the 


with the vine, shall suck nourishment as if from its mother’s 
breast, while part is nurtured in the earth, and so it takes root 
under the care of two mothers.’’ Or, if Nonnos means 
Brongos to take slips (xAjuara, from the vine, he should cut 
them without bending them) (yvpwcavra) at all, to avoid 
bruising their fibres. Perhaps ‘‘ prune the topshoots, but 
don’t plant them ” (Lind), 

> The Etruscans (Rasena, hellenized into Tuponvoi, 
Tuppynvoi) were said to have invented trumpets. Nonnos 
apparently makes Dionysos’s war-conch come from their 
coast as an appropriate place. 
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Indian War. But Astraéis went unpursued to 
Orontes, and told him the Indian tribes were en- 
slaved, speaking with sorrowful voice : 

100 “* Hear me, battle-staunch goodfather of spear- 
bold Deriades ! and while you listen be not angry ; 
and I will tell you the drugged victory of Dionysos 
unarmed! Indians and Satyrs came to blows : bang 
went the Bassarids’ hands, and my people armed 
them against Lyaios with flashing shields. The 
cunning man of Lydia shivered to see my warriors 
lance in hand ; he stood at the head of his unwarlike 
Satyrs, bearing no warspear in his hand, holding no 
naked sword, no arrow on string drawn at the mark 
to fly straight through the air. What he held was 
an oxhorn, and in the hollow of that horn a distilled 
drug ; he lifted it and poured out all the deceitful 
dew into the stream of the silvery river, and turned 
the water sweet and red with the juice. The swarthy 
Indians thirsting in the heat of the battle drank, and 
all that drank went mad, though still in their senses, 
and struck up a dance. Then a fatal sleep came over 
them : unrouted, after the wild revel they fell asleep 
on their leathern shields. Others lay along the un- 
bedded earth, committing their sluggish bodies to 
unresting sleep, at the mercy of Dionysos and his 
weak women. These, without war and the sharp 
blade, were dragged captive with loaded limbs by 
the women to fetters and slavery with heavy limbs. 
Warriors were slung over the shoulders of their foes 
like living corpses; others, still sputtering the deceit- 
ful sap of Bacchos, unwarlike Satyrs made their 
slaves by main force when maddened by the drugged 





1 eBpene 8 nynv L, & dxqv M, doxnv F corr. S0xu7: Ludwich 
8 aixpy. 
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river. From the battle I alone was left; for I had 
not touched the deadly dew, I left the deceitful 
water with unwetted lips. Eschew that potion, my 
shakespear! After this cheating victory of Lyaios 
without a blow, without blood, let not some other 
trick in the war capture what is left of the 
Indians!” 

183 Orontes furious already was more angry than 
ever at these words, and quickly returned to the 
battlefield ; for the conflict was only half done, and 
the foundations were being laid for a second combat. 

136 While Ares was arming the Indian host along 
the mountains, the Bassarids up in the winding glens 
of Tauros were hastening to the battle, and with 
them marched Bacchoi with arms and the Pheres 4 
without arms. These last began the battle by 
attacking the enemy; they tore up the founda- 
tions of the ravines and cast them, or some crag 
from the top of the hills. Showers of splintered 
rocks were hurled rolling on the heads of the 
Indians. The Pans madly made battle skipping 
with light foot over the peaks. One of them gript 
an enemy’s neck tight in encircling hands, and 
ript him with his goat’s-hooves, tearing through 
flank and strong corselet together. Another caught 
a fugitive Indian and ran him through his middle 
where he stood, then lifting him on the curved 
points of his two longbranching antlers, sent him 
flying high through the airy ways, rolling over 
himself like a tumbler. Another waved in his hand 
the strawcutting sickle of sheafbearing Deo, and 
reaped the enemy crops with clawcurved blade, 
like cornears of conflict, like gavels of the battle- 


* The Centaurs. See xiv. 143. 
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1 After 167 Marcellus would insert xxi. 116-119. 
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field. There was a revel for Ares, there was harvest- 
home for Dionysos, when the enemy’s heads were 
cut! He offered the curved blade to watching 
Bacchos, dabbled with human dew, and so poured 
a bloodlibation to Dionysos, and made the Fates 
drunken with the battlecup he filled for them. 
Another man was standing, when one goatfoot Pan 
twined both hands interlacing about his neck, and 
struck his wellcorseleted enemy with his horn, 
tearing his flank with the double point. Another 
met a fellow rushing on him with a blow from his 
cudgel, and smashed his forehead right between 
the ends of his eyebrows. 

168 Now bold Orontes encouraged his Indian army, 
and with proud voice poured out these threatening 
words : 

170 “ This way, friends, open fight against the Sa- 
tyrs! Fear not the warfare of Shirkbattle Dionysos! 
Not a man of you must drink of the yellow water, not 
one be tricked by the sweet fountains of madness with 
its maddening drug! Or sleep will destroy you also, 
after the cruel fate of our Indians, after so many 
heads have been brought low by Lyaios’s hand! This 
way! Let us fight again and fear not! Could un- 
warlike Bacchos ever hold front against me in open 
field? If he is able, let the runaway champion stand 
up to me, that I may teach him what champions 
Deriades arms for the fray! Let him fight with 
leaves, I will use flashing steel! While I hold a 
metal spear, what can a Lydian do to me with a 
bunch of twigs, a volley of vegetables? This warrior ! 
I will truss up the feeble coward in heavy fetters 
and drag him along, this womanmad Dionysos, to 
be a lackey for Deriades. You there, you with the 
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~ soft skin of a woman! Leave all those Indians and 
fight a duel with one, Orontes. Simple soul! how 
he waves those long flowing locks round and round ! 
A simple soul is the charming champion of the 
Bassarids ! yes, the women do just the same—pretty 
looks are the shafts in their quiver. I will match 
your championesses with amorous Indians—they 
shall be hauled off to bed as brides won by the 
spear!” © 

192 With these words Orontes dashed hot upon the 
front ranks, reaping a harvest in both kinds. Not 
one of all that wide front durst abide the adverse 
onset of so mighty a champion— not bold fiery 
Eurymedon, not Alcon his kinsman: Astraios chief 
of the Satyrs was in flight, none of the Seilenoi 
themselves would stand. With stormy foot Deriades’ 
goodson rushed in, raging, lifted a boulder in the 
air and let fly at the Centaurs, and hit Hylaios: the 
stone, a very millstone, crushed the forehead of 
the shaggybreast shepherd; the missile torn from 
the rock smashed his headpiece, a sham imitation 
made of the familiar chalk like a real helmet 
guarding the face, which fell to the ground like 
a glowing cinder in many pieces and whitened 
the dust, while the creature crushed by this stony 
spear threw his arms along the ground. Next he 
struck the hairy front of another Centaur with a two- 
bladed axe, and shore away the curving horn, from 
his bull’s-head. He fell in a great heap on the 
ground, and rolled headlong tumbling about half 
dead and brushing the dust with his ears; then 
lifting his body on his feet, with a last wild effort he 
danced a stumbling hideous dance of death: the 


® Men and women. 
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* Orontes. The Eremboi are an Arabian tribe in Horn. 
Od. iv. 84. 
* Again an echo of Hom. Jl, y. 560 ff. 
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monster let out a harsh roaring sound, like a bull 
struck on the skull which bellows horribly with 
grinning jaws. 

217 The pitiless Erembeus @ now struck Helice, and 
drove his blade into her chest: the black hand scored 
the white circle of her breast with red blood. She 
rolled in the dust, and the hurtling winds taught her 
a second sorrow by lifting her robe. As her lovely 
gore welled up over the skin, she modestly smoothed 
the errant vesture with her right hand, guarding the 
bare secrets of the snowy-white thigh.” 

225 The god, seeing victory pass to the enemy, 
and the Satyrs cowed, uttered a loud cry in the tur- 
moil, like an army of nine thousand men pouring 
defiant shouts with united voices from thunderous 
throats.2X. Now Orontes fought alone quicknee 
against Bromios, and he a mortal, challenging with 
human voice a god. Both advanced together to the 
encounter, one with a spear, one with a pointed 
thyrsus. Orontes proud of his armament struck 
Bacchos on the top of his head, but wounded him not ; 
he grazed the sharp horn of Bromios all for nothing. 
For Lord Dionysos wore on that invulnerable head 
nothing like the shape of the bullfaced moon ¢ 
which can be cut by the devastating steel of the 
slaughterer’s axe, as they sing of horned Achelods,? 
when Heracles cut off his horn and took it to adorn 
his wedding. No, Lyaios wore the heavenly image 


¢ Not just a pair of curved horns like a bull, but a disk 
between the horns. 

4 Achelods the river-god and Heracles both wooed 
Deianeira daughter of Oineus; they fought for her, and 
Heracles, wrestling with the god in his bull-shape, broke off 
one of his horns, whereat Achelois yielded, and Heracles 
married Deianeira. 
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of the cow’s-eye moon, a growth of divine horns 
which cannot be broken, which enemies cannot 
shake. The bold Indian facing Bacchos, heavy- 
thundering like a tempest in the sky, again cast 
a spear, but the point when it touched the fawn- 
skin crumpled up like lead. Bacchos in his turn 
let fly his purple thyrsus at the broad shoulder of 
Orontes, and missed on purpose. Then fightgod 
Grontes laughed aloud at the ivyswathed lance, 
and said : 

249“ You that array a crowd of women against 
my armies, fight if you can with your womanish 
thyrsus! Play the champion if you can! And if 
you delight the heart of all mankind, allconquering, 
now charm one only whom nothing can charm— 
Orontes! Stand and fight! you shall see what a 
prime hero my ancient father Indian Hydaspes ¢ has 
produced ! I was not born in Phrygia, where the men 
are women,? who have reaped the corn of youth with- 
out seed and without wedlock. J am no unarmed 
servant of Lyaios the weakling. Drugs will not save 
your champions; your crazy women I will lead 
captive, your Seilenoi I will bring from battle as 
servants for my king, your Satyrs I will destroy, all 
cowering before my spear!” 

262 So cried in defiance the leader of the host. 
Lord Bacchos was angry when he heard him, and with 
a vine cluster he tapped him gently on the chest. 
This tap of an insignificant vinegrown bloom split 
his breastpiece. The god’s pike did not touch the 
protected flesh, did not scratch his body ; but the 
coat of mail broke and fell with a heavy clang— 


@ The river Jhelum. 
> The emasculate attendants of Cybele. 
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* This time Nonnos is not imitating Homer, but 
Sophocles; cf. Soph. Ai. 845 ff. 

> Clymene was the mortal love of Helios, who bore him 
Phaéthon (the boy who tried to drive the solar chariot; 
Nonnos somewhat confusingly uses the name often, as 270, 
for the Sun himself). Nonnos, to provide his Indian king 
with a solar genealogy, names one of her daughters Atria 
(** sidereal maiden ") and marries her to Hydaspea (ef. wavk 
352), by whom she has a son, Deriades, king of the Indiana 

© A name invented by Nonnos. 
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Orontes was naked! He stept back and turned 
his gaze to the eastern expanse, and uttered his last 
words to Phaéthon opposite : 

271 “ O Helios,? cutting the air in your fiery chariot, 
pouring your light on the Caucasian plowland so near, 
stay your car I pray, and announce to Deriades how 
the Indian peoples are slaves, how Orontes has de- 
stroyed himself, how the little thyrsus has broken our 
men! Describe also the drugged victory of unwar- 
like Dionysos, the winesoaked stream of the delirious 
river. Tell how women with light bunches of leaves 
scatter the untiring host of steelclad Indians. And 
if you have not forgotten your Clymene’s ® bed, pro- 
tect Deriades, a sprout of your own stock, who has 
in him the blood of Astris ° said to be your daughter. 
I never obeyed Bromios the womanhearted. I bring 
as witnesses the Sun,* and the boundless Earth, and 
India’s god, holy Water. 

“ And now farewell. Be gracious on the battle- 
field to the fighting Indians, and bury Orontes 
dead.” ¢ 

287 He spoke, and drew his sword, fixt it against 
his belly and leapt upon the blade, selfslain, a eruel 
fate ; then rolled into the river and gave it his name 
Orontes. 


2 It is abundantly evident that Nonnos knew nothing 
of Indian culture or religion, except that he had perhaps 
heard of the cult of the Ganges or other sacred rivers. He 
therefore makes the regular assumption, that being bar- 
barians, they would worship the visible gods, Sun and Earth. 
See Rose in Harvard Theol. Rev. xxx. (1937), p. 173, and 
references there. 

¢ Pausanias, viii. 29. 4, says that the Romans diverted the 
course of the river, and found in the old bed a clay coffin 
eleven ells long, with a human figure in it of equal length. 
The oracle of Claros appealed to declared this to be Orontes. 
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Kai ol, €rt mvetorra Kai domaipowra Bbowetaw, 290 
Bdkyos dva€ dyopeve ydwv droxdpropov tye 
“ Keigo, veéxvs, Eetvowouw dv tSacue & ér¢pov be 
Anpiadny Ainjoxovra maTyp apie <T ions. 
bpéas apidorépous cKvporv Kai yapyfpor dAdoow, 
avti dopos doriovo Kat ety) xtowo Haxaipys 238 
cetwy Etta Ovpoa Kai dpreAccacay axwaty. 
GAAa Sagourjevte Kataxtevwr ae adrpw 
od mes aBpa pécOpa peAwraydos moTapoiw- 
Kat woTapos oe KdAvpe, Kai pppotes Hddos oivov. 
Rv GAs, mie povvos SAov poor: dXa pedOpwy 300 
ov yaTeets ToTapoI0 mw "Ayepotciov tdwp 
Aotyrov: dvipodovw S€ pow Kai yevpare mucpes 
yaorépa Kupatvovaay éywy ¢yxtipova Moipns 
yeveo Kwexvroio, Kai, ne eldAns, mie AnOny, 
“Apeos dd¢pa Adfoio Kai aipaddovo adrpov.”” 308 
"Evveme wepropdwy dcepov vexuv. oldaddos 3e 
KUpaow dotabkcaaw avpero vexpos "C \porrys: 
Kal Yvypois pedceoot SiazAworra pccOpas 
dmvoov Wpevyouto véxuy rotapnides byBas. 
TOV pev eTapyvaarto Kui Cutevor athwa Nevpdas, 10 
Nvpdat ‘Apadpudses, 
xpvoeys zapa ruludion bddens 
audi pods zorapoio, wai eypadov inbols d<rdpov- 
“ Baxxov dtysnoas orpaziis zpopos érBdde weitas, 
avrogorw tradapn dedaiyperos ‘Ides ‘Opovrys 
Ovde pobov rédos Hev drepréos: jmereAns yap 318 
hev dyad Kai Sijpis dinjvuros: tpidaras Se 
*Iv80s “Apns dAdXale: Tadurvoorw 3¢ xvdoquds 
Avdov épevyopérn pariwideos Syxov dzeAns 
Baxytas els BOBov dMov éxcijace Buds "Evves, 
Syov avdpodovacaw dkorrilovaa KopUp pos, 320 
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290 Lord Bacchos looked on him yet breathing and 
struggling, and addressed him in contemptuous 
words : 

292 “ Lie there, you corpse, in foreign waters; and 
may your father Hydaspes cover dying Deriades. I 
will destroy you both, goodfather and goodson, 
shaking my Euian thyrsus with point wreathed in 
vine, instead of bloodstained spear and wellsharpened 
sword. But you killed yourself with gory steel, and 
so you never drank the luxurious water of the honey- 
distilling river; a river has covered you, but you 
missed the delicious wine. Drink up the whole river 
alone, if you like; but you shall have river-water 
enough when you drink the fatal water of Acheron. 
Your belly swells already with the bitter water of a 
murdering stream, and teems quick with Fate ; but 
taste of Cocytos, and drink Lethe if you like, that 
you may forget Ares and the bloody steel.”’ 

306 So he addressed the soaking corpse in contempt. 
But the dead body of Orontes was carried away 
swollen by the restless waters, until the stream 
vomited out the floating corpse upon the bank breath- 
less and cold. There the Nymphs gave it burial and 
sang their dirges, the Hamadryad Nymphs, beside 
the stem of a golden laurel on the bank of the river 
stream, and inscribed upon the trunk above—*“ Here 
lies Indian Orontes, leader of the host, who insulted 
Bacchos and slew himself with his own hand.” 

315 But the cruel mellay was not ended yet: the 
struggle was only half done, the conflict unfinished. 
Indian Ares appeared on high and shouted loud ; 
Bacchos’s mad Enyo marshalled them for another 
bout, belching a load of frenzied Lydian threats 
in the renewed battle, hurling on the foe volleys 
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“Apei Baxxevbeica: drorroptou 6¢ Avaiov 
duvopevees Opuderr KATEKTELKONTO G1OT| pw 
potviov Anos €xorres: dbuspixtoo b¢ Baxyns 
€yyet Botpuderte Sailopévoio o1drpov 
*Ivdot yaAKoxirwres ebapBeov of: xtaow 325 
ornbea yuprwOevTa veovTara’ pyitepor yap 
doxeréwy Oapyxos avotevovto dopies. 
GAwy & dddos env doves dazeros, chy bro AvOpus 
oxiloperot metTadoow édowigoorto yeTwVMeEs 
papvapevwr, oft Tatpos: cxuxAwoarto b¢ Bdayas 30 
akXuwees oreparndov opoluydwy oriyas *LSair. 
Kal Opacis avdAos eueATe fovou pcdos: 

ev ba wvdoysgs 

Baxyor pev Oepanovres arerpopotou Aoregou 
TUTTOMEVOL meAdxecor Kai apgetopowm paneinet 
mdvres €oayv zupyndov arrpoves: afpoxcpo' b¢ 338 
Suaperdes Reeacat KaTexteivorro ernAos: 
e€eins 8° éxénynxto tavuTropbos dni ddvdporg 
*Tv8av muxva BeAepuva, wai €yyei viooeto maben 
tyrerdpw, BéBAnto aitus, trokevero baden, 
PoiBou dévdpov €otaa, Kai aidopdvins dvi dvAAs 340 
TepTropevey exdAumre tavurrepttywr vddos diy, 
BT pu in Berkeoaw civorevieiaay "Andy. 
Kai yuRYy maddy oanéwy bixa, rood odtpov, 
Baxxy portpa tivagoe, Kai pemey aordustys: 
tUpnava 8” ecpapaynoe, Kai wpyrjaasso payyras 3438 
xvpBara e éxpotadle, Kat abyéca xihe Nya 
Iv8es a avnp ixérns. OrXiyw 8° és déppars re Bow 
reyes yAwyives édoxpwbnoay axovrwy: 
x aAKoBapns 8 dyvaprros erépveto dudrads mAn€. 
cai tis “Apetpavéwy Nartpwr mpopos dvépa Baru 380 

1 aiSoxdpos or drdoxopot 1. in text, “Irdoaduon written above; 
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of deadly garlands, furious for war. The enemies 
of vineloving Lyaios were slain with bloody wounds 
from the wooden steel. Bronze-clad Indians mar- 
velled, when steel was cleft by the viny spear of 
an unarmed Bacchant woman, and their chests 
were bared and freshly wounded by the sharp ivy ; 
for those who wore the corselet were shot down 
more easily than the unprotected. Death took 
many shapes in that indescribable carnage on the 
Tauros, where the coats of the fighting men were 
sliced open by twigs and reddened with gore. The 
Bacchant women unconquerable surrounded in a ring 
the Indians huddled together, and the bold hoboy 
sang the call to kill. In that combat the Bacchoi, 
servants of unwarlike Dionysos, stood like a stone 
wall unhurt all by the blows of axes and two-edged 
swords ; but their curlyheaded enemies were killed 
by little bunches of leaves. ‘There were the Indian 
shafts stuck thick in rows on the tall-branching trees. 
The fir was pricked by the far-hurled spear, the pine 
was hit, the laurel though Phoibos’s tree was pierced 
by shots, and hid under its leaves in shame the 
cloud of feathered arrows flying upon it, that Apollo 
might not see how the shots hit it. A Bacchant 
woman without shield and without steel, shook her 
rattle with naked hand, and a shielded man fell; 
the drums banged, and the warriors danced ; the 
cymbals clanged, and a man of India bent his neck 
to beg mercy of Lyaios. On a little fawnskin the 
unbreakable points of the arrows were bent; the 
heavy helmet of unyielding metal was cut through 
by a leaf. A leader of the warmad Satyrs threw 





aBpoxduot Ludwich, and other conjectures. Graefe suggests 
’Jvdoyovor. 
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fvea pimre meTnAa, veouTy/TOU be dopyos 
xdAKeos apredAderre xtra caxilero xiow. 
aBprjoas Sé€ rddavra payns Crepadxds parry 
vieny ldogor ‘ovo mpobcazivorra Avaiou 
"Aotpdets axlyntos éxaleto, motpor adufas, 
eyxerqy raviipuMov Uronzrijacwy Svwr'gov. 


Todpa 8 "Apioraios duailoa ddppaxa mdgewy 
Baocapiiay GAov (Anos axdooato DuBabs ron, 


Tijs peev eri mAnyHar Badwy Ke rraupioa roiny, 
THs d€ Bapuvoperns poviny xdOn per cdpany 
alua meptPAiBww: Kiwupny 5° ijaato Baxyny 
ovvrpipas Botavas ToAvedéas CAxeaw xovpys, 
7) 7000s 7) waAdpns 7 oTnbeos ] KEveawos. 
aAXov d€ mpojidyou doviw BAntditos ovatds 
exe Bony yAwyiva, Kat CAwen yeipt midlww 
aipadény Kata Bator arxoureler pone: 

aw xetpa méAagce, Kai EAneos dxpa xapifas 
ta dappaxderte geanmota Tdpve payaipn, 
dxporary maddy medidnpedva daxrvAa Bader: 
Kal yAoepa@ avvepite Brapxdos dstled yalns 
daidaréas adivas arc €ixanoto pedtoons, 

Xetpt Teptppatveny odur7jdarow ¢ ixpada Bax you: 
aAdous 8° odtapevous ingaro DoiBaor dur, 
dpixtov Urorputww 7 Todvwvupoy Upvor aodys, 
TaTpwNS | voewr wapxeos opyia Terns. 


Tro 


3xr6 
377 


S$ 0 fev aiodov éAxos a ax¢éacato. paprapdrwy dé 375 


797 BapBapédwros éx ravioato DyAus "Evan. 
Kal todas Cwypnoav and TroAd ovo paynras 
Baooapides: wodAoi 5€ AcAoizOres otpea Tatipov 


* Incantations eontaingd all posible. Names to be sure of 
getting the right one. There are many examples atant from 


ancient days, and the practice continues still, See J firscawe 
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Euian leafage and hit a man: his coat of mail 
was split by the ivy and vine, and the wearer was 
wounded. Astraéis saw the scale of war was dipping 
to one side and foretelling the victory of Lyaios the 
Indianslayer, so he fled untouched and saved his life, 
cowed by the long leafy spear of Dionysos. 

357 Then Aristaios spread lifegiving simples on all 
the wounds of the Bassarids, and healed them by 
the art of Phoibos. For one he put centaury-plant 
on the cuts ; for another in distress, he pressed with 
his fingers about the blood and cleaned away the 
gory dew. If a Bacchant whimpered, he pounded 
all manner of herbs to heal the girl’s wounds, of 
foot or hand or breast or flanks as it might be. If 
a warrior had been struck and blood drawn by an 
arrow, he pulled out the sharp point, and squeezing 
the wound with his hand discharged the drops of 
blood little by little. Another struck by a poisoned 
arrow he laid hold of, and lanced the wound cutting 
out the infected surface, with just a touch of the 
hand and gentle fingers. He mingled the artistic 
produce of the healbane bee with fresh flowers of 
the lifesufficing earth, and poured in Bacchos’s 
painkilling sap. Other wounded men he made 
whole by some charm of Phoibos, humming over 
an awful ditty full of names? which he knew among 
the secrets of his father’s life-saving art. 

375 So he cured the diverse kinds of wounds. By 
this time the barbarian goddess Enyo had quieted 
her voice among the fighters, and the Bassarids had 
led away from the battlefield their crowd of captive 
warriors; many more of the enemy had left the 


Tabellae, Audollent, Paris, 1904. The translator has a ms. 
of modern ones, written in 1790. 
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Svapevees vootnaay és “lrSains KAipa yains 
eAmiow dnpyxrotaw és oixia Anpiadros, 
dpdiradeis eAaripes aperpoBiwy CAcdartww. 
Kal Larvipous pera Sypw éroinov «is yopor éAxaw 
[lav vopuos KeAddnoe, yew emvixiov tye. 
Kat BaAdpvs otAoxapnvos, 

*"Epvépatwy apopos ‘lwddv, 345 
ixeains coudiler avaipora Aaddov cAains, 
*TvSodorm yovu dovA0v UroxAivwy Moviouws. 
kal Oeds, dOpnaas Kuprovjevov avdpa yun, 
xetpt AaBaw apOwae, rodAvyAuaaw 3° dpa Aa 
Kuavewy mopmever epixwy' THAME “Tdav, 390 
Kowpaviny orvydovta Kai Oca Anpadnos, 
*AppaBins emi aélav, orn rapa yelron rovry 
OABtov oddas vate Kai otvopa bawe sodiraas: 
Kat Biépvs wus ixaves és émtanopov oropa Ne ov, 
Egoopevos aKyTTOVXOS Gpoypoos Ai Mozrpwr: 2s 
Kai uv deepéos Mepons vaedéfaro mA, 
aprydvos BAepveoot mpowrrpov ryepovma. 


1 Ludwich later retracted Cpvaws and read “Fpe@pasess (od 
with g. 
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Tauros mountains and returned, their hopes unful- 
filled, to the mansion of Deriades in the Indian 
regions, crowds of men driving their longlived 
elephants. And herdsman Pan sang loudly, pouring 
out his victorious note, drawing on the Satyrs to 
dance drunkenly after their war. 

385 Now woollyhead Blemys,* chief of the Ery- 
thraian Indians, bent a slavish knee before Diony- 
sos Indianslayer, holding the suppliant’s unbloodied 
olivebranch. And the god when he saw the man 
bowed upon the earth, took his hand and lifted him 
up,’ and sent him far away with his polyglot people, 
putting a distance between him and the swarthy 
Indians, now hating the lordship and the manners 
of Deriades, away to the Arabian land, where beside 
the sea he dwelt on a rich soil and gave his name to 
his people. Blemys quickly passed to the mouth 
of sevenstream Nile, to be the sceptred king of the 
Ethiopians, men of colour like his. The ground of 
Meroé ¢ welcomed him, where it is always harvest, a 
chieftain who handed down his name to the Blemyes 
of later generations. 


* The Blemyes were an Ethiopian tribe south of Egypt. 
India and Ethiopia were often confused, especially by later 
writers. Erythraian means by the Red Sea. 

> The formal acceptance into protection. 

© Bakarawia. 
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"Oxtrwxaidexdrw “rddvAos wai Borpus ixdven, 
els BadXinv Kadéovres cpipopoy vla Ovannys. 


"Hbn Se mrepocaaa ToAvaTopos izraro Dipy 
“Aaoupins orixa mdoav Urotpoxowaa ToArKr, 
obvopa anpvacovoa xopupBodpopov Liortoon, 
kat Opaovy “lrdov ~ Apna Kai ayAadsotpyy omupyy. 

Kat Sradvdos Latipwr 

oT patiny dawdnpov axovuy 5 
opyia 7 dpreAcerra Kai bia AvadAa ‘\vaiou 
Bakxov eis peveaure: xai vida Borpuv éretyuw 
Kotpavos ’Acovpiww aveesxeos txpot didpou 
qvreto Botpuoert: Tapepyoperw Atoviiaw. 

TOV pev idwy émorra Kat dpyupoxuxdoy amy 10 
mopdaAtwy te Xezadva Kai Hia daidpa Acovtur 
Borpus AKEparKopns dveaeipager appa Toxjos: 

cal Xtradvdos oxnrrobyos €ov KatemjAato didpov 
mopdaXiwy oratov ixvos Omemeveny Atoviaou: 

Kat T7000 oxAalovros ex xbovos ¢ tHOS Cpedur, 8 
Oadov eAaijerta Seovder yeipi TiTAIvwr 

kal diriw Atorvaor dvaf pecditato pvt: 

“TIpos Atos tkealowo, teov, Atorvoe, toxtos, 
mpos LepeAns Gedraidos, €ov pir) waida rapeAGns. 





e * Grape-cluster-man.”* *  Bunch-of grapes.” 
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BOOK XVIII 


In the eighteenth come Staphylos and Botrys, in 
viting the mountainranging son of Thyone 
to a feast. 


MEANTIME manytongued Rumour was on the wing ; 
and she flew along the whole line of Assyrian cities, 
proclaiming the name of Dionysos with his gift of 
the vine, the glorious fruit of grapes, and his bold 
warfare with the Indians. 

5 Now Staphylos * heard of the unweaponed host 
of Satyrs, the holy secrets of the vine and the Euian 
gear of Lyaios. He wished therefore to see Bacchos ; 
and the. Assyrian prince brought his son Botrys ® high 
_ in a windswift chariot, and met the advancing god 
of the vine. Botrys Longhair checked his father’s 
car when he saw Dionysos approaching in his silver- 
wheeled wagon, the panthers in their yokestraps 
and the lions with shining reins ; and Staphylos the 
sceptred king leapt out of the car when he saw the 
panthers of Dionysos halt. He sank to the ground 
on bended knee, and held out an olivebranch with 
reverent hand. Then the prince addressed Dionysos 
in conciliating words of friendship : 

18 “ Tn the name of Zeus the suppliant’s god, your 
own father, Dionysos, in the name of Semele the 
young god’s mother, disregard not my son! I have 
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éxAvov, ws Unédexto TOV yerert pa Auadasw, 20 
avrov 600 pakapeaat, Kai wida yap baifas 
Nvxtytoy ayvuouoste teu nap¢Badrte roxy, 

Kat Aci mappedeorte pays igavac tpard (ns, 
’"Apwadins mapa mela rep MustAou b¢ xaprrew 
Tdvtados, ws éverovat, teow €einaae toxya, b) 
dattpevaas 6° Cov vila Ocois rapdOnwev Ciwdrv" 

cat Il¢Aomos nAariv Uypor, Goov Voutjate Ane, 
popduraas éAdparts, vobw TEXV HOM KOopUD, 

vida SaitpevOerta rad Carypnoe Kpoviwy, 

éuradw aAArAas pepepiopeva yvia ovvartun. » 
aa zl aot, Acorvoe, Avxdova ratsodorna 
Lewoddéxov paxapwrv, Kat Tdstadorv hepodoirny 
vextapewy oropnva dvdcdpova dupa wonder, 
Sijeov dpBpoatns Kai vextapos dvbpa miatoxew; 
Zijva Kai "ArodAwia pay Ectriaac MawedAAus' . . . 
Kat Dreyvas Gre murras aveppiCwoe Baddoon 

vijgov GAny tpidurte dcappntas evoaiyOwvr, 
adpopotépas epvdake Kai ob mprrige tprain. 


1 rpanefy scems to have ended the line, and another, 
ending Maxed, contained details. 





® While Lycaon and Tantalos are well known (see Kose, 
Handb. of Gk. Myth., p. 280, note viii. 81), Macello ts beard of 
elsewhere only in the scholiast (one of the greatest liars ea- 
tant) on Ovid's /bis 475, so far as his corrupt spelling of 
the name enables one to decide whom he means. On the 
authority, as he alleges, of Nicander the Alexandrian peat, 
this worthy tells us that she was a daughter of Damon hres: 
or chief of, apparently, the ‘Telchines, and that because she 
had entertained Zeus hospitably she was spared when the 
god destroyed the Telehines (if it was they) for poisoning the 
seed-corn. The most curious thing about her is that abe ie 
pretty obviously a Latin invention, made up from macellem, 
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heard how Lycaon entertained your father himself 
with the Blessed, how he cut up his son Nyctimos 
with his own hand and served him up to your father 
unknowing and touched one table with Zeus Almighty, 
in the land of Arcadia. Again, on the heads of 
Sipylos, I have heard how Tantalos received your 
father as his guest, butchered his own son and set 
him before the gods at dinner ; how Cronion fitted 
together again the separated limbs and restored to 
life the butchered son, replacing the broad shoulder 
of Pelops—the only part which Deo had eaten—by 
a makeshift artificial shape of ivory. 

29a“ But why, Dionysos, have I named to you 
Lycaon the Sonmurderer who entertained the 
Blessed, or Tantalos visitor of the skies, who planned 
the crafty theft of the cups of nectar—why mention 
the ravisher of nectar and ambrosia? Macello enter- 
tained Zeus and Apollo at one table . . . and when 
Earthshaker had shattered the whole island with 
his trident and rooted all the Phlegyans at the 
bottom of the sea, he saved both women and did not 
strike them down with the trident. 


a market. Nonnos, it would seem, connects her with the 
Phlegyes, an impious people who lived on an island and for 
their sins were destroyed by Poseidon, and their part of the 
island with them (Servius on den. vi. 618, citing Euphorion, 
frag. 115 Powell, as his authority). But there is certainly 
something missing in the text and the sense may have been: 
‘“* Macello entertained Zeus and Apollo at the same hospitable 
table, and had her reward, for she was spared when her wicked 
countrymen, the Telchines (?), were destroyed ; X. and her 
daughter (sister, mother ; aydordpas in 38 shows that two 
women are mentioned) did a similar favour to Poseidon, and 
so he did not hurt them when he drowned the rest of the 
Phlegyes.’? Staphylos’s point is that as these people were 
rewarded for their piety, so he hopes to be. 
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Kal av, depwv pipnpa teob Ferioia Townes, 
els play ypryeverav Cpa émipnt poaaspur: 40 
Sés xdpw apdordpas, xai Borpui Kai erent.” 

"Qs einaw zapézaca’ dq 5° dxoyjoato Bidpy, 
OAR wv éov olxoy, édeamopevov Atorvoou: 
Kai Opaads inmeiny dvexouguae Borpus ipaobAny, 
Tavpeinv &° éAucndor épnpada md{ar odcvanw 45 
WAace TdTploy appa, Kai Tyepovere Avast 
*"Acovpinv émi yaiav- énavyerions b¢ Aerddvoss 
xptcca Muydorioio dedeypdros jrin bidpow 
nvioxos Bpopiowo Mapwy, axcpytos ipdobAns 
Onpovopov pdotiyos adedda poiLov id, wo 
mropdaXiwy WAauver deAArjecoay amyeny 
Kai Mdrupor mpobdovres avexpovoarto yopeny, 
apditeptaxaiportes opidpopoy appa Avacov 
mod 8 évOa Kai eta dUarbepos rpcye Baayy 
SvaBarov olov €yovea Paras 700i, 

nai mruya rétpns 

orewny KAyaxcecoay €uetpecy Wxde Tapow, 
Kat madapn Kpotarile Kai etpr'tpows mediAn¢, 
poxGov vroKAezrovea Babuxprpvoio xeAeBou, 
olotpopavys: Kat Ilaves etjpovos impo mérpns 
mocaly evKvipiaw émwpyycarto Kovin, 
doriBéos mpnd@va diacreiyorres epimns. 

oe ore Mogopervoit darn Baarrios avdy 
tnredarys atiABovaa ABwy érepoypoi Koa 
evdxaityns tote Botpus oyov sat reas 
els Sdpov wkumédiAdos Bn, zpoxdAevdos odirns 
evrivww dua marta, dooropyw b€ perour ’ 
awrdoe maXéns étepotpora deimva tpane{ns. 
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39 ‘* Do you now follow the example of your Father 
the Friend of Guests : enter my mansion for one day. 
Grant this grace to us both, to Botrys and to his 
father.” 

42 He won the god’s consent, and drove on 
with his car, blessing the happiness of his house, 
while Dionysos followed. Bold Botrys raised his 
whip, and drove his father’s car by winding ways 
through the wilderness of Mount Tauros, until 
he guided Lyaios into the Assyrian land. Mean- 
while Maron the god’s charioteer took up the 
golden reins of the Mygdonian chariot, and drove 
the team of stormswift panthers with yokestraps 
on their necks, sparing not the whip, but whiz- 
zing a lavish lash to manage the beasts. Satyrs 
ran in front, striking up a dance and skipping 
round and round the hillranging car of Lyaios ; 
troops of flowerloving Bacchant women ran on 
this side and that side, treading the rough 
tracks afoot, climbing with quick feet the narrow 
steps of the mountain-side, while their shoes beat 
in time with their rattling hands—thus they be- 
guiled the labour of the steep stony path, stung 
with madness. And the Pans, high on their fa- 
miliar rocks, danced in the dust with nimble feet, 
passing over the headlands of those untrodden 
precipices. 

62 But when they arrived, and the royal palace 
became visible, shining afar with checkered patterns 
of stone, then longhaired Botrys left his father’s 
carriage and went swiftshoe into the house, van- 
courier of the company : he made all ready, and with 
attentive care prepared the diversified dishes of a 
rich banquet. 
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8? @While Botrys was yet arranging the feast for 
Lyaios, the king of magnificent bounty displayed to 
Bacchos the artist’s hand in the stonework of his hall, 
from which poured a shining brightness of many 
colours and shapes like the sun and his reflecting 
moon. The walls were white with solid silver. There 
was the lychnite, which takes its name from light, 
turning its glistening gleams in the faces of men. 
The place was also decorated with the glowing ruby 
stone, and showed winecoloured amethyst set beside 
sapphire. The pale agate threw off its burnt sheen, 
and the snakestone sparkled in speckled shapes of 
scales; the Assyrian emerald discharged its greeny 
flash. Stretched over a regiment of pillars along 
the hall the gilded timbers of the roof showed a 
reddish glow in their opulent roofs. The floor shone 
with the intricate patterns of a tessellated pavement 
of metals; and the huge door with a baulk of wood 
delicately carved looked like ivory freshly cut. 

87 Such were the sights which the old monarch 
displayed to watchful Bacchos. He could hardly 
manage to move through the hall with his divine 
guest, holding Dionysos by the hand; the other 
followed with slow obedient foot, and turned his 
wandering gaze to each thing in order. The god 
was amazed at the hospitable king’s hall, embellished 
with gold and starry with glittering decorations. 

83 The king harried his servants and stirred up his 
serfs, to slaughter a herd of fine fat bulls and flocks 
of sheep for the Satyrs of bullhorn Dionysos. Then 
there was quick work, under the menaces of busy 


Menelaos and, more elaborately, that of Alcinods, there 
must be a description here of the palace where Dionysos is 
to be entertained; the details are not Homeric. 
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Staphylos with relays of serfs. A crowd of servants 
were hard at it preparing the banquet, bulls were 
butchered and processions of fat sheep from the 
pasture. There was dancing too; fragrant air was 
wafted through a house full of harping, the streets 
of the city were filled with sweet steamy odours, 
ample streams of wine made the whole house carouse. 
Cymbals clanged, panspipes whiffled about the melo- 
dious table, double hoboys were drooning, the round 
of the loudthrumming drum made the hall ring again 
with its double bangs, there were castanets rattling 
over that supper ! 

107 And there in the midst came Maron, heavy 
with wine, staggering on unsteady feet and moving 
to and fro as frenzy drove him. He threw his arms 
over the shoulders of two Satyrs and supported him- 
self between them, then climbed right up from the 
ground twisting his legs about them. So he was 
lifted by the dancing feet of others, with red skin, 
his whole face emitting ruddy rays and _ shining 
between them, the very image of the crescent 
moon. In his left hand he held a newly flayed skin 
teeming with the inevitable wine and tied at the 
neck with a cord; in his right a cup. Bacchant 
women were all round the old creature as he 
skips on other men’s feet, with lolling head, 
every moment threatening to fall but never down. 
Servants and serfs alike were rolling drunk and 
danced wildly about, after tasting for the first time 
the delicious wine they never had before. 

124 Methe? also, the wife of King Staphylos, 
mother of a noble son, was made drunken by the 
winedew of Bacchos. With heavy head she begged 


2 ** Drunkenness.”’ 
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the Bacchants for more drink, dancing round the 
full mixingbow] of Lyaios. She rolled her head 
moving this way and that way, shook the hair over 
her shoulders unsteadily, dipping her head first 
here, then there, on one side and the other again 
and again, ever on the point of falling on her 
slippery feet, until a Bacchant’s hands caught the 
wild creature and held her up. Staphylos too 
was drunk; the cheeks of drunken Botrys were 
red from his tippling cup; still a boy with the 
down on his face, he with Staphylos his father 
bound his loosened locks with the unfamiliar ivy 
and wreathed it like a garland. Then interchanging 
step with step Botrys danced about with ready 
feet, changing feet right after left; and Staphylos 
went skipping in dancing movement, carrying his 
feet round and round in a running step, with one 
arm thrown round the neck of dancing Botrys. 
Staggering he blest the potion of danceweaving 
Dionysos, and shook his long hair falling over his 
shoulder from side to side. Methe was dancing too, 
with an arm round son and husband both, between 
Staphylos and Botrys. There was a sight to see, 
the triple-entwined delight of a close-embracing 
dance! And Pithos,? hale old man, shaking his 
hoary locks in the wind, stuffed to the teeth with 
the delicious potation, danced heavy with wine, 
and twirled a drink-tottering foot ; he whitened his 
yellow beard with foam from the sweet libations 
that ran out from his throat. 

154 So they drank the whole day long. Cups were 
still being filled when shadowy darkness grew black 
at the fringe, and covered all the western lands, 


2 * Wine-jar.”” 
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when the twilight air darkened and lit up the spangled 
stars with faint light, when Phaéthon set under the 
cone of shadow @ and left on his way behind a small 
trace yet of the day,? when silent Night shrouded 
the west in her own colour, and scored the sky across 
with her own starry cloak. Then after the tipsy bow] 
and after the feast of the table, Botrys together with 
his father, and Dionysos dispenser of wine, went off 
in a line, each to his separate wellstrown bed ; they 
took the boon of sleep, and had traffic with dreams. 

166 But when the morning twilight, shining mess- 
enger of Dawn,° cut through the edge of fading mist 
with rosy sparkles, then long-haired Bacchos leapt up 
early from his bed, shaken by the hope of victory. 
For in the night he had destroyed the Indian race 
with his ivytwined thyrsus, busy in the illusive image 
of a dream-battle. The noise of Satyrs and the rattle 
of javelins falling on his ears, shook off the din of 
his dreamland warfare and scattered that warlike 
sleep. But dreadful fear was in his heart that the 
dream foreboded some threatening danger. For in 
this unreal spectacle he had seen an image of his 
battle with Lycurgos,? prophetic of things to come. 
In a forest, a bold formidable lion leapt from a 
rock with deathly jaws upon Bacchos, while he was 
dancing and still without weapons, and scared him 
to flight, driving him down to the sea where he 
hid under water, fleeing from the dangerous beast. 
He saw another terror besides—how the _ bold 
lion chased the thyrsus-bearing women with gaping 
thinks of as a sort of evening-dawn (as we speak of morning- 
twilight). But elsewhere jaws seems to be simply a day. 

© Perhaps false dawn is meant ; ép§pos is usually the dark 


period before dawn. 
4 See xx. 188 ff. 
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throat and gored them with his claws ; as the women 
were torn, their gear fell from their mystic hands 
and rolled in the dust, their cymbals lay on the 
ground. Then a Bacchant turned, and muzzled the 
lion’s jaws by tying a string of vineleaves over his 
head, and wreathed his neck lightly in a noose. 
Then crowds of women ran up to the beast one upon 
another, and scratched with brambles the ugly pads 
and paws. At last Artemis saved him alive with 
difficulty, entangled in the clustering meshes ; and 
from the bosom of the sky a flash of lightning shot 
into the beast’s face, and made him a blind vagabond 
of the roads. 

196 Such was the dream Dionysos had seen. Rising 
from his bed, he donned about his chest the star- 
spangled corselet of bronze stained with Indian blood, 
and entwined his hair with a circlet of writhing 
snakes, and wedged his feet in the reddened boots, 
took thyrsus in hand—that flowery spear of Enyo— 
and called a servant Satyr. Prince Botrys, hearing 
the echoing call from the divine lips of Bacchos hard 
by, roused himself, put on his own dress, and called 
to sleeping Pithos. When Methe heard the voice, 
she reluctantly lifted her heavy head, and letting 
it fall lazily, went to sleep again; all through the 
morning the queen still remained with her eyes 
gathering the most sweet bloom of sleep. At last 
she left her bed with slow unwilling foot. 

210 Staphylos the grapelover attended upon Lyaios, 
offering him the guest’s gifts as he was hasting for 
his journey : a two-handled jar of gold with silver 
cups, from which hitherto he used always to quaff 
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¢ The ‘ Persian Arachne“ means simply the skilful 
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> “Tey” spears are not mythological but astrological; 
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the milk of milch-goats ; and he brought embroidered 
robes, which Persian Arachne ® beside the waters of 
Tigris had cleverly made with her fine thread. Then 
the generous king spoke to Bromios : 

27 “ Fight away, Dionysos, and do deeds worthy 
of your sire! Show that you have the blood of 
Cronides in you! For your father in his first youth 
battered the earthborn Titans out of Olympos, when 
he was only a boy: on then and do your part in the 
struggle, destroy the overweening nation of earth- 
born Indians! I remember a tale which once my 
father heard from his father, Assyrian Belos the 
sovereign of my country ; this I will tell to you. 

223 “ Cronos still dripping held the emasculating 
sickleblade, after he had cut off the manly crop of his 
father’s plow and robbed him of the Mother’s bed 
to which he was hastening, and warred against your 
sire at the head of the Titans. Broadbeard Cronos 
fanned the flame of Enyo as he cast icy spears? 
against Cronion, shooting his cold watery shafts : 
sharp pointed arrows of hail were shot from the sky. 
But Zeus armed himself with more fires than Helios, 
and melted the petrified water with hotter sparks. 
Whip up now ravening lions to the Indian War ; 
fear not their elephants! For your Zeus ruling in 
the heights destroyed highheaded Campe ¢ with a 
thunderbolt, for all the many crooked shapes of her 
whole body. 


¢ Campe (the name usually means a caterpillar) was a 
monster which, in some later accounts of the war between 
Zeus and Cronos (reflected in Apollodoros i. 6), was set to 
guard the Hundred-handed giants and the Cyclopes in 
Tartaros. When Zeus needed their help, he freed them by 
killing Campe. Nonnos’s description of her is based upon 
that of Typhoeus in Hesiod, Theog. 820 ff. 
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238 ‘‘ A thousand crawlers from her viperish feet, 
spitting poison afar, were fanning Enyo to a 
flame, a mass of misshapen coils. Round her neck 
flowered fifty various heads of wild beasts: some 
roared with lion’s heads like the grim face of the 
riddling Sphinx ; others were spluttering foam from 
the tusks of wild boars; her countenance was the 
very image of Scylla with a marshalled regiment 
of thronging dogs’ heads. Doubleshaped, she ap- 
peared a woman to the middle of her body, with 
clusters of poison-spitting serpents for hair. Her 
giant form, from the chest to the parting-point of the 
thighs, was covered all over with a bastard shape of 
hard sea-monsters’ scales. The claws of her wide- 
scattered hands were curved like a crooktalon sickle. 
From her neck over her terrible shoulders, with tail 
raised high over her throat, a scorpion with an icy 
sting sharp-whetted crawled and coiled upon itself. 

257 ** Such was manifoldshaped Campe as she rose 
writhing, and flew roaming about earth and air and 
briny deep, and flapping a couple of dusky wings, 
rousing tempests and arming gales, that blackwinged 
nymph of Tartaros: from her eyelids a flickering 
flame belched out far-travelling sparks. Yet heavenly 
Zeus your father killed that great monster, and con- 
quered the snaky Enyo of Cronos. Show yourself 
like your father, that I may call you also destroyer 
of the earthborn next to Cronides, when you have 
reaped the enemy harvest of earthborn Indians. 

268 “ Your battle seems like his ; for your father in 
the conflict with Cronos brought low that champion 
of warfare with towering limbs, that excellent son 
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1 wss. and Ludwich MnpOo: nae es, FAR, y- xali. S28. 


* The giant Indos seems to have ne ierenitend for the 
occasion. Greeks, especially in later times, were very free 
with such stop-gap panniers of peoples whose history they 
did not know, as Italos k of the Italians, ludaio and 
Hierosolymos leaders of the 2 lean and so forth. For some 
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of the soil, Indos, whence the Indians are sprung: 
your father fought Indos,* you fight Deriades. 
Show me yourself like Ares, for he also brought 
low such another, Echidna’s son, the gods’ enemy, 
spitting the horrible poison of hideous Echidna. 
He had two shapes together, and in the forest he 
shook the twisting coils of his mother’s spine. 
Cronos used this huge creature to confront the 
thunderbolt, hissing war with the snaky soles of his 
feet ; when he raised his hands above the circle of 
the breast and fought against your Zeus, and lift- 
ing his high head, covered it with masses of cloud 
in the paths of the sky. Then if the birds came 
wandering into his tangled hair, he often swept them 
together into his capacious throat for a dinner. This 
masterpiece your brother Ares killed! I do not call 
you less than Ares ; for you could challenge all the 
sons of Zeus; since with your bloodstained thyrsus 
you are a masterpiece as much as Ares warring with 
his spear, and your exploits are equal to Phoibos. 

289 “* Another destroyer of monsters, another son 
of Zeus I have entertained in my mansion. The 
other day Perseus came flying on wings to my house. 
He had lately left translucent Cydnos, the neighbour 
of Corycion, like you, my friend, and said he had 
marked out a newfounded city in Cilicia named after 
his own quick foot.’ He carried the head which had 
topped Gorgon Medusa whom no eye may see ; and 
you carry the winefruit, that messenger of hearty 


reason one of them, Corinthos son of Zeus, the founder of 
Corinth, won no favour except among his own people, and 
passed into a proverb for nonsensical tiresome talk. 

> Perseus (for whom cf. note on viii. 100) was said to 
have founded Tarsos (or Tarsoi, to give the city its older 
name). 
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* The Virgin of the Stars is the constellation Vi identi- 
fied (for instance by Aratos, Mhaen. 96 ff.) with Justion 
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good cheer, the oblivion of mortal sorrow. Perseus 
killed the sea-monster beside the Erythraian Sea, 
and you have brought low the race of Erythraian 
Indians. Slay Deriades as you slew Orontes the 
Indian, one worse than the sea-monster. Perseus 
saved Andromeda in her affliction, do you save by 
a greater victory the Virgin of the Stars,? bitterly 
oppressed at the nod of wicked Indians, that I may 
offer one triumphal feast for Gorgonslayer Perseus 
and Indianslayer Dionysos.” 

306 Having spoken thus, Bromios’s host the luxuri- 
ous king went back to his palace; and Dionysos 
thyrsus-mad was delighted to hear the spurring words 
of the royal voice. His ears bewitched with hearing of 
his father’s battle, he was wild for a fight, he vied 
with Zeus, and wished for a third and greater future 
victory after the double defeat of the Indians, to 
rival Cronides. He summoned Pherespondos,? one 
swift like the wind, the offspring of the heavenly 
herald, the clever son of Iphthime, and greeted him 
with friendly words : 

316 “ Son of Hermaon, herald that I love, go take 
this message to proud Deriades : ‘ Prince, accept the 
gifts of Lyaios without war, or fight against Bromios 
and you shall be like Orontes !’”’ 

320 So he spoke, and the herald on swift shoes hold- 
ing his father’s rod travelled from land to land, until 
he made his way to the Eastern country. On a 
golden car, carrying the fruit of the vintage, the 
heartgladdening grape, he passed from city to city 


Dionysos is to rescue her by overthrowing an unjust and 
violent people. The aerated is forced, but eased a little 
by the fact that Andromeda too is a constellation. 

> One of the Satyrs, Bringlibation, cf. xiv. 112. 
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with devious feet, and filled all the Assyrian land with 
his fruit, as he offered to the countrymen the grape- 
growing flower of the vineyard. 

327 While in his gadabout winechariot he traversed 
the Syrian soil by the wing of Euros in the glowing 
east, death laid a hand on Staphylos. In the palace 
the servants tore the garments on their bodies, the 
attendants cried out in lamentation; breasts were 
beaten and reddened, the round cheeks of mourning 
women were torn with their nails as they sang the 
dirge. ; 

334 It was late when Dionysos in his vinedecked 
ear returned to Botrys’s palace, remembering the 
amiable entertainment of Staphylos. Noticing the 
downcast looks of Pithos, he divined untold the fate 
of his friend Staphylos, proclaimed by the eloquent 
silence, and he called Methe and asked : 

340 “ Tell me, my lady, what trouble has changed 
your looks? I see you disordered, and I left you 
radiant. Who has quenched your unspeakable 
beauty ? You show no longer the natural crimson 
glow on those cheeks once ruddy as wine! And you, 
ancient sir, hide not why you shed tears. Who has 
cut the flowing mass of your broad beard? Who has 
deranged that white hair? Who rent your garments? 
And you, son of Staphylos my friend, offspring of 
Methe your mother so fond of wine, why are your 
temples bare of the hair? What envious hand tore 
the curly locks? Your tresses no longer fall free 
over your shoulders, glossy like silver, breathing 
Tyrian frankincense, you no longer hold revel, your 
cheeks no longer emit a rosy sheen from your face. 
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Why do you wear these robes soiled with streaks of 
dust ? Why do I not see your royal robes of Tyrian 
purple? I no longer know you with this desolated 
countenance. Where has Prince Staphylos gone, 
pray let me know? Speak! who has robbed you 
of your father even for an hour? I understand your 
trouble, even if you try to hide it. I need no words 
from you, for your looks alone silently proclaim your 
mourning. I understand your trouble, even if you try 
to hide it. The tears reveal your pains, your dis- 
ordered dress cries aloud the fate of Staphylos my 
friend. Envy has robbed me of my hope ; for I did 
think that after the Indian War I should lift the 
evening torches in my hands, in company of King 
Staphylos, to wait on the consummated wedding of 
Botrys the comrade of my battles ! ”” 
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BOOK XIX 


In the nineteenth, Bacchos sets up a delightful con- 
test over the fragrant bow! about the 
tomb of Staphylos. 


He spoke; and the lad sealed his lips with un- 
voiced silence, his mind heavy with the pangs of new 
mourning, and gave way to a helpless flow of tears. 
At last Methe his mother spoke a piteous word of 
greeting to Lyaios : 

5 “ Staphylos your friend, Dionysos, the sleepless 
watcher of your dances, has sunk in the brazen 
sleep*: Staphylos your friend, Dionysos, Charon’s 
winds have carried away. A double burden of sorrow 
fell on me: Bacchos of the vine deserted me, my 
husband fell into sickness, and I cherished one 
common pain for both, Staphylos dying and Lyaios 
far away. But give me, dear Bacchos, give me your 
cup full of your bubbling vintage ; that I may drink, 
and lull my heavy sorrow with your sorrowconsoling 
wine! O Dionysos, my only hope, with your jubilant 
cry! Let me only see the vintage, let me see the 
bowl, and I shed tears no more ! ” 

17 He heard her words with pity ; he mixed, and 
in a cup gave the young man and the downcast 


2 An epic phrase for death. It seems to be a metaphor 
from fetters, the sleep which will not let go. 
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mother that winejuice which resolves all cares and 
drives away alltrouble. Both drank the honey-flow- 
ing stuff of the vintage with its mindsolacing drops. 
Methe and Botrys quieted their groaning pain; 
and then the woman spoke to Bacchos the heart- 
enchanter : 

23 “ You have come to me, dear Bacchos, as a great 
light! Grief holds me no more, pain no more, now 
Dionysos has appeared! You have come to me, 
dear Bacchos, as a great light ; for by your potion 
of healing wine J have quieted my tears. I mourn 
no more for husband, no more for a father’s death, 
even Botrys I will give up if it be your pleasure ; for 
I have Bacchos as father and son both, aye and 
husband. I will go with you even to your house, if 
it be your pleasure. I would join the company of 
Bassarids. If it be your will, I will lift your sacred 
gear and your lovely fruit, I will press my lips to the 
hoboy of the winepress. Leave me not a widow, that 
I may not cherish a double grief, my husband perished 
and Dionysos gone! You have Botrys for a servant. 
Let him learn the dances, the sacred rites and sacred 
things, and if you please, the Indian War ; let me 
see him laughing in the inebriated winepress tread- 
ing hard on the offspring of your vintage !_ Remember 
old Pithos, and leave him not untaught of your rites 
or without a share of your delicious wine.” 

42 She spoke ; Lord Bacchos encouraged Methe 
with laughing face, and thus he said to the wineloving 
queen : 

44“ My lady, giver of glorious gifts second only to 
golden Aphrodite, bestower of hearty good cheer, 
. . . the joy of man and the mother of love, sit at 
the feast beside Lyaios as he touches the feast! 
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* Hebe served the nectar in Olympos before Ganymede 
came in. 
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Be garlandbearer for Dionysos, even as Aphrodite, 
girdled with flowers and luxuriant clusters. The 
chaplets upon your hair shall make Victory jealous ! 
I will make you pourer of wine, next after Hebe? 
goldenthrone. You shall rise a satellite star for Lyaios 
of the vine, ever by his side to serve the Bacchanal 
cups, and man’s joy, the surfeit of wine, shall bear 
your name, Methe. I will give the name of Botrys 
to the careconsoling fruit of my vintage, and I will 
call after Staphylos the carryberry bunch of grapes, 
which is the offspring of the gardenvines full of juicy 
liquor. Without Methe I shall never be able to feast, 
without Methe I will never rouse the merry revels.” 

59 Such were his words. ‘Then beside the tomb of 
reeling Staphylos, Dionysos the foe of mourning held 
a contest where no mourning was. He brought out 
a bearded goat and a vigorous bull and set them 
both as prizes, calling to the contest combatants well 
able to touch the harp in Pierian music ; he set them 
both as prizes, and stirred up these athletes well 
acquainted with the melodious lute by making a 
courteous speech : 

66 “ Here we begin an Attic? revel. I will give 
the glossy bull to the man who wins the victory, and 
the shaggy goat I will give to the loser.” 

69 When Bromios had spoken, up sprang a harper, 
Oiagros, a man of the cold Bistonian land,° with the 
quill hanging to his harp. Hard upon him leapt up 
Erechtheus, a citizen of Attica the friend of music. 
Both moved into the midst of the assembly, com- 


> Because at Athens (ages later) the bull was the tradi- 
tional prize for the best dithyrambic chorus, the goat for the 
best tragedy. 

© Part of Thrace. 
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peting as drivers of the harp. They had entwined 
leaves of laurel in their hair, and girt up their robes. 

76 With wonted nimbleness, they began to twangle 
away, running their fingers over the tensed strings 
and plucking each in turn, then tightening the pegs 
at the end, to make sure that the pitch was not too 
high, and yet that it should not go flat and turn 
womanish the manly tune. 

80 First the lot fell to Erechtheus of Cecropia? ; 
he twangled his harp, with a master’s touch, for a 
song of his own country, and this is what he sang : 

82 How in divine Athens Celeos entertained Deo 
the mother of all life, with Triptolemos his son and 
ancient Metaneira. Then how Deo gave them the 
corn, when Triptolemos found out how to scatter 
showers of seed from his chariot laden with ears all 
over the furrowed soil. And when Celeos died, 
how harvesthome Deo lamented beside the newbuilt 
sepulchre with unweeping eyes, and consoling them 
again with heartenchanting words, quenched the 
heavy grief of Triptolemos and Metaneira. Even so 
the sceptred king of Assyria had entertained Dionysos 
in his palace, and the Lord had requited the table 
with his Euian gifts and the fruitage of the vine ; 
then after Staphylos died, that tippling king, he 
took away the gloomy care of Botrys his son and 
soothed the sorrow of Methe his mourning wife. 

8? Such was the lay of the harper poet, and all were 
alike enchanted with the music ; they and the god 
with the thyrsus admired the Attic song with the 
lovely tones of the fit setting. 

100 Second, my lord Oiagros wove a winding lay, 
as the father of Orpheus who has the Muse his boon- 
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a 5 Aeuxaibero MSS., Aetwaderas Hermann. 
3 dyxay Mss. repeated from dyeder, elder Judwich: per- 
haps wevO pov. 
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companion. Only a couple of verses he sang, a ditty 
of Phoibos, clearspoken in few words after some 
Amyclaian style ¢ : 

Apollo brought to life again his longhair’d Hyacinthos : 

Staphylos will be made to live for aye by Dionysos. 

106 Before the ceremonial was well ended, the people 
broke out into loud acclamations of propitious words 
with one voice and one tongue, and all the Satyrs 
roared. Bacchos leapt from his seat in haste, waving 
his right hand up and down ; Botrys ran up, crying 
Euoi and applauding the musical harmonies of the 
harper. The Lord crowned Oiagros’s head with ivy, 
and the father of Orpheus stamped his foot on the 
ground, as he accepted with joy the untamed bull, 
the prize of the singing, while his companions danced 
round him in a row. The man of Athens carried off 
the bearded goat with shamed hands, full of sorrow 
and envy. 

118 Now Iobacchos with flowing hair brought out 
worthy prizes in his generous hand, offered for victory 
in the woven dance: a mixer teeming with old 
fragrant wine, a golden bowl which held infinite 
measures, spilling on the thirsty earth Lyaios’s juice 
of four years old. This was an Olympian work of 
Hephaistos the great master, which Cypris once gave 
to her brother Dionysos of the vine. A lesser bow] 
also he set before the assembly, solid silver, shining 
and round, which Bacchos had once received as a 
guestgift from the king of Alybe ®; who lived in the 
rich country where the black hole of the mines in 
the earth was whitened with silver nooks. Round the 


* Spartan brevity. For Hyacinthos of Amyclai, see on 
x. 255. 
> See note on xi. 36. 
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® xapyrw oMss., Ludwich, sopvpSqe Gracfe, Marcellus, 
Koechly. ‘ 

* The poet has in eon *Tifécritiee i, 29. If can 
mean the top of the brim it may stand, but the is 
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edge of the lip, on the bossy brim, was ivy twining 
over bunches of grapes in fine patterns of gold all 
round. This he brought and laid before them with 
deep belly still breathing the winepress, stuff of a 
younger vintage, must, a draught of unmated pota- 
tion®; for who would grudge a defeated man to 
drink of dew that cannot inebriate ? 

136 When Bacchos had laid his prizes before the 
company, he called out the masters of the dance with 
attesting voice : 

138 “‘ Whoso shall contend circling with expert foot 
and win the match of nimble steps, let him take both 
the golden bowl and the delicious wine that fills it ; 
but whoso staggers and totters on moving feet, and 
falls, and proves the worse dancer, let him accept the 
worse prize. For I am not like every one else. To 
the prizewinner who conquers in the dainty beating 
of the dance, I will give no shining tripod and no 
swift horse, no spear and corselet stained with blood 
of Indians ; I make no summons to marksmen for 
straight throwing with the quoit ; this is no race for 
speed of foot, no sharp spear cast at a distance. In 
honour of Staphylos, the dead king, a man who 
loved the dance, I celebrate the sportive steps he 
loved. I offer no prizes for wrestlers with straining 
muscles ; this is no race for horsemanship, no games 
of Elis,¢ this is no course of Oinomaos with death 
for his goodsons.¢ My turning-point is the dance, 
my starting-point the skipping feet, the beckoning 
hand, the pirouette, the nods and becks and glances 
obviously careless justhere. (There is no place for a ‘“‘ knob” 
on a mixer, and no mention of one either.) The bunches of 
grapes stand out in bosses, éudadoé, all around the rim. 


> Without water. 
¢ The Olympian Games. 4 See note on xi. 271. 
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A neat turn of the proverb ovddy wpos ror uireoel: 
“othing to do with the case.” 
> See note on xi. 1380. 
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of the expressive face, speaking silence, which 
twirls the signalling fingers, and the dancer’s whole 
countenance.” 

158 When he had ended his speech, up rose horned 
Seilenos, and antediluvian Maron got up on heavy 
foot, with his eyes on the great mixer of shining gold : 
not because the golden was the better, but because 
this alone contained the oldest wine and the finest 
stuff, filling it to the brim. His passion for this 
lovely wine made him young again, and the Bacchic 
aroma was too much for his gray hair. He twirled 
his feet round testing his strength, to see if heavy 
old age had made his limbs forget how to dance. 
The old man tried to appease the soul of Staphylos 
by the words that poured sober enough out of his 
shaggy beard : 

169“ T am Maron, comrade of Lyaios who can- 
not mourn. I know not how to shed tears; what 
have tears to do with Dionysos ?* Reels and jigs are 
the gifts I offer at your tomb. Accept me smiling : 
Maron knows no cares, Maron knows not groans, 
nor the burden of melancholy sorrow. He is the 
lovely lackey of Dionysos who cannot mourn. Be 
gracious to your } Maron, even if you have drunk the 
water of Lethe! Grant me this boon, that I may 
drink that store of old wine, and let Seilenos drink 
the new stuff of a new vintage ! 

178 “ T will dance for Staphylos after death, as if he 
were living, for I rate the dance above the steamloving 
table. For you I dance, Staphylos, both living and 
not breathing, and strike up a funeral revel. I ama 
servant of Bacchos, not of Phoibos, and I never learnt 
to sing dirges, such as Lord Apollo sang in Crete 
shedding tears for Atymnios® the beloved. J am a 
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« See note on ii. 133. : 
» See note on ii. 152, xi. $2. : 
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stranger to the Heliads.* I am alien to Eridanos,? 
not connected with Phaéthon the charioteer who 
perished; I am no burgher of Sparta, I wear not 
the mourning flowers or shake the dainty petals of 
the lamenting iris.° 

189 “ To-day, if you sit by the side of Minos as an 
equal judge, or if you possess the flowery court of 
Rhadamanthys, and pick your dainty way in the 
groves and meadows of Elysium, listen to your 
Maron: instead of cups, without libation, I mouth 
out for you a drinkoffering fullof sense. Be gracious 
to your Maron, and grant me a victory of wine, the 
victory to be famous among all! Then I will pour 
over your tomb the first spoils of my golden cups, the 
first lovely drops from the bow] after I win my prize 
for victory !”’ 

198 So saying, Maron danced with winding step, 
passing the changes right over left, and figuring a 
silent eloquence of hand inaudible. He moved his 
eyes about as a picture of the story, he wove a 
rhythm full of meaning with gestures full of art. 
He shook his head and would have tossed his hair, 
but hair he had none ; both head and face were bare. 
He did not what an old man of Titan blood might 
have done, show the Titan race in his speaking 
picture, not Cronos or Phanes ? more primeval still, 
nor the breed of Titan Helios as old as the universe 
itself: no, he left all the confusion of that ancient 
stuff—he depicted with wordless art the cupbearer 
of Cronides offering the goblet to Zeus, or pouring 
the dew divine to fill up the bowl, and the other 
immortals in company ever enjoying cup after cup. 


¢ i.e, [don’t know how to keep the (mournful) Hyacinthia. 
4 See on ix. 141. 
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His poet’s theme was the sweet potion. Aye, he 
danced also the maiden Hebe herself drawing the 
nectar ; when he looked at the Satyrs, with voiceless 
hands he acted Ganymedes, or when he saw the 
Bacchant women, he showed them goldenshoe Hebe 
in a picture having sense without words. 

219 So Maron sketched his designs in pantomime 
gestures, lifting rhythmic feet with the motions of 
an artist, as he trod the winding measures of his 
unresting dance. Then he stood still trembling, 
and watched with shifty eye who should beat 
whom, who would go home with the larger bowl 
full of wine. 

225 Now Seilenos danced : his hand without speech 
traced the cues of his art in all their intricate mazes. 
This is what he acted with gesturing hands: how 
once a great quarrel arose between Cyrene’s son4 and 
Dionysos over their cups, and the Blessed gathered 
together. There was no boxing, no running, no quoit 
in that contest: cups were the well-used tools ready 
for Phoibos’s son and Dionysos, and a couple of mix- 
ingbowls, one containing old wine, one with the gift 
of the sprigloving bee all fresh. Cronides sat in the 
seat of judgement. The competitors had before them 
a luscious match for a honeydrop victory ; cups were 
the tools; and like another Hermes ® with golden 
wings, lovely Eros himself came forward to preside 
in the ring, holding in one hand both ivy and an 
olive-branch. He offered to Bacchos the flowering 
ivy, to Aristaios the olive-branch like the garlands 
of Pisa,° the holy ornament of Pallas. 


® Aristaios: see v. 215, 292, xiii. 253. 
> Hermes presided at all contests. 
© The victor’s garland at Olympia. 
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° That is, in the mixing-bowl. Honey with water and milk 
was familiar as an offering to the underworld deities, and 
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241 First Aristaios made his mixture? with the 
travail of the bee, and offered the immortals his 
mingled honey in the cup, a potion cleverly com- 
pounded ; he passed the goblet to each in turn one 
after another, and made their hearts glad. But after 
a first taste of the bubbling liquid, surfeit came at 
once: a third cup was filled and declined, and they 
would not touch a fourth. They found fault with 
the honey for this quick surfeit. Then richly-clad 
Dionysos drew from his mixer, full of sweet drink, 
lifted two cups and offered one with each hand, the 
first to Cronides, the second to Hera, then a third 
goblet to Earthshaker his father’s brother. ‘Then he 
mixed for the gods one and all with Father Zeus; they 
were all delighted, except disconsolate Phoibos alone, 
who was jealous, and the god smiled as he handed him 
the goblet. They enchanted their minds with cups in 
great abundance ; drinking made them thirstier than 
before, they asked again for more, and could not 
get enough. Then the immortals loudly cheered, 
and gave Bacchos the chief prize for his delicious 
potion of wine. And Eros the ever-out-of-reach, the 
conductor of the game, drunken himself, crowned 
the hair of Lyaios with a vine-and-ivy garland. 

263 So horned Seilenos wove his web with neat- 
handed skill, and his right hand ceased to move. 
Then fixing his gaze on the sky, he leapt into the 
air with bounding shoe. Now he clapt both feet 
together, then parted them, and went hopping from 
foot to foot ; now over the floor he twirled dancing 
round and round upright upon his heels and spun in a 
this was called peAikpyrov. Nonnos seems vaguely to have 
known that some kind of drink could be made of honey, but 
imagined that it was simply peAtkpyrov, an ancient eau 
sucrée, and seems never to have heard of mead. , 
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circling sweep. He stood steady on his right foot 
holding a toe of the other foot, or bent his knee and 
caught it in his clasped hands, or held an out- 
stretched thigh with the other leg upright, the 
heavyknee Seilenos! He lifted the left foot coiling 
up to the side, to the shoulder, twining it behind 
him and holding it up until he brought the sole 
round his neck. Then with a quick turn of the back- 
swerving dance, he artfully bent himself over, face 
up, in a hoop, showing his belly spread out and 
curved up towards the sky, while he spun round and 
round on one unchanging spot. His head hung down 
as he moved, as if it were always touching the ground 
and yet not grazing the dust. So Seilenos went 
scratching the ground with hairy foot, restlessly 
moving round and round in his wild caperings. 

285 At last his knees failed him; with shaking head 
he slipt to the ground and rolled over on his back. 
At once he became a river: his body was flowing 
water with natural ripples all over, his forehead 
changed to a winding current with the horns for 
waves, the turbulent swell came to a crest on his 
head, his belly sank into the sand, a deep place for 
fishes. As Seilenos lay spread, his hair changed into 
natural rushes, and over the river his pipes made 
a shrill tune of themselves as the breezes touched 
them. 

29 But Maron crowned himself with the sweets of 
victory, and held in his arms the mixer stuffed with 
delicious wine ; he took the silver bowl, the prize 
of Seilenos now a flood, and threw it into the river 
as a libation, where it intoxicated the currents of the 
dancing river. And so the place was named from 
the Mixer, and men still speak of the Euian water 
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* No such river or place is known: but Crater may well 
have been the name of some mountain tarn, compare the 


Devil’s Punchbowl. 
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of murmuring Seilenos full of sweet drink. Then 
Maron addressed these words to the running stream : 

303 “‘ Maron does you no harm, Seilenos. I will 
cast the ruddy wine into you and call you the 
Cellarer. Accept your drink, tippler never satisfied, 
accept the silver bowl of Bacchos, and you shall have 
silvery eddies. Seilenos Twirlthefoot, you dance even 
in your current, you keep the spinning of your 
feet even in your waves, you revel still in your 
watery shape. Then be gracious to Bacchants and 
Satyrs and winegiving vintage, and guard the Seilenoi 
of your own race. Be generous to Maron who drinks 
no heeltaps, and let me never see that you still keep 
a secret grudge among the rivers. Rather let your 
waters increase the wine of Maron’s vintage, and 
be of one mind with Dionysos even among the rivers. 

315 “ Foolish one, who taught you to strive with 
your betters ? Another Seilenos there was,? finger- 
ing a proud pipe, who lifted a haughty neck and 
challenged a match with Phoibos ; but Phoibos tied 
him to a tree and stript off his hairy skin, and made 
it awindbag. There it hung high on a tree, and the 
breeze often entered, swelling it out into a shape like 
his, as if the shepherd could not keep silence but 
made his tune again. Then Delphic Apollo changed 
his form in pity, and made him the river which bears 
his name.° Men still speak of the winding water of 
that hairy Seilenos, which lets out a sound wandering 
on the wind, as if he were still playing on the reeds 
of his Phrygian pipe in rivalry. 

328 “So you also have changed your shape by 
challenging one better than you, just like the earlier 


> Marsyas the Satyr; see i. 42. 
¢ A river flowing into the Maeander. 
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* In his capacity of weather and-rain god. 
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Seilenos. You must no longer seek a barefoot Bac- 
chant for your bride as before, that Bacchant of the 
mountains with flowing locks ; you have now for your 
pleasure the innumerable tribe of Naiads with flowing 
hair. Seek no longer the snaky wreaths of Lyaios ; 
eels are what you have to do with, the wriggling 
travail of the streams, and instead of serpents there 
are fishes with closefitted speckled scales crawling 
in your streams. And if you have parted from 
Dionysos and his grapes, I hold you the happier; for 
you really make the grapes to grow! What more 
could you want, when you have after Bacchos now 
Zeus? to feed your streams, the Father of all creation? 
Instead of your Satyrs you have your regiments of 
rivers ; instead of the winepress you dance on the 
back of murmuring Ocean. Even in the waters you 
are like what you were: it is proper that Seilenos, 
once proud of his horned forehead, as a river should 
have the horned shape of a bull.” ® 

346 So Maron spoke ; and all wondered to see the 
winding waters of Seilenos the tumbling flood, the 
ever-turning river which was his very likeness. 


> Rivers were represented in this shape. 
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The twentieth deals with the pole-axe of blood- 
thirsty Lycurgos, when Dionysos is chased 
into the fishy deep. 


Tue Games were over; the Satyrs with Dionysos 
of the thyrsus spent the night in the opulent halls 
of Botrys. The Seasons of the vintage joined in the 
banqueters’ revels: there was banging of drums at 
that supper, the panspipes filled the place with their 
shrill tones ; the servers were busy ladling wine into 
the cups at the unresting feast, and the banqueters 
ever kept coaxing the servants to draw more wine. 
The Bacchant leapt high, waving her cymbals, while 
the hair of the dancing girl shook in the breezes 
without ribbon and without veil. 

11 The vinegod called the wife of Staphylos, wiped 
away the dirt and adorned her with a wine-coloured 
robe. He cleansed broadbeard Pithos from the dirt 
which covered him, and threw away the mourning 
clothes soiled with smears of ashes, then dressed him 
again in a gleaming-white frock. Botrys lamented 
no longer or wetted his cheeks with helpless welling 
tears, but at Bacchos’s bidding opened his scented 
coffers ; as they opened, sparkling gleams came from 
robes covered with gems. From these he took out 
and donned the brilliant royal garb of Staphylos his 
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© See xi. 121. 
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father, steeped in purple dye, and joined Lyaios at 
table to touch the feast. 

23 While they were amusing themselves, the star 
of evening rose and rolled away the light of dance- 
delighting day. The troops of banqueters one after 
another took the boon of sleep, on piles of bedding 
in the hall. Pithos entered one bed with Maron, 
with drops still on his lips of the fragrant potion from 
the nectarean winepress ; and breathing out the 
same breath they intoxicated each other all night 
long. Eupetale ® the nurse of Lyaios lit a torch, 
and prepared a double bed strewn with sea-purple, 
for both Botrys and Dionysos. In a neighbouring 
room, away from the Satyrs and apart from Bacchos, 
the servants laid a golden bed for the queen. 

35 A dream came to Bacchos—Discord the nurse of 
War, in the shape of Rheia the loverattle goddess, 
seated in what seemed to be her lionchariot. Rout 
drove the team of this dreamchariot, in the counter- 
feit shape of Attis with limbs like his ; he formed the 
image of Cybele’s charioteer, a softskinned man in 
looks with shrill tones like the voice of a woman. 
Gadabout Discord stood by the head of sleeping 
Bacchos, and reproached him with brawlinciting 
voice : 

44“ You sleep, godborn Dionysos! Deriades 
summons you to battle, and you make merry here! 
Stepmother Hera mocks you, when she sees your 
Enyo on the run, as you drag your army todances! I 
am ashamed to show myself before Cronion, I shrink 
from Hera, I shrink from the immortals, because 
your doings are not worthy of Rheia. I avoid Ares, 


> Leafy, an invented name. Bacchos must have his nurse 
as Odysseus had, Hom. Od. i. 428. 
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destroyer of the Titans, his father’s champion, who 
lifts a proud neck in heaven, still holding that shield 
ever soaked with gore ; and I fear your sister still 
more, selfbred daughter of a father of fine progeny, 
unmothered child of her father’s head, flashhelm 
Pallas, because Athena too blames Bacchos idle, the 
woman blames the man! Thyrsus yielded to goat- 
skin,? since once upon a time valiant Pallas holding 
the goatskin defended the gates of Olympos, and 
scattered the stormy assault of the Titans, thus 
honouring the dexterous travail of her father’s head 
—but you disgrace the fruitful pocket in Zeus’s thigh ! 
Look how Hermeias and Apollo laugh—one brandish- 
ing two arrows yet stained with the gore of Iphi- 
medeia’s hightowering sons, the other holding the 
rod which destroyed the dead shepherd of many 
eyes.© Indeed I must leave my own heaven to 
avoid reproach for battleshy Dionysos. The Virgin 
Archeress ? denounces Dionysos the dancer, the 
friend of mountains, when she sees him leaving his 
thyrsus alone; she drives only a weak team of stags, 
she kills only running hares, she ranges the mountains 
beside Rheia of the mountains, and she denounces 
one who drives leopards and manages lions! I dis- 
claim the house of my own son Zeus; for in Olympos 
I shrink from Leto, still a proud braggart, when she 
holds up at me the arrow that defended her bed and 
slew Tityos the lustful giant.e I am tortured also 
with double pain, when I see sorrowing Semele and 

* The aegis, a cape of goatskin worn by Zeus and lent to 
Athena. 

> Otos and Ephialtes. See line 81 below, and ii. 301. 

© Argos. See i. 341. 

¢ Artemis. 

* See ii. 307. 
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® One of the Pleiades, mother of Hermes. 
> See on iv. 388. Here Nonnos follows the account which 
makes Artemis herself kill Orion. 
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proud Maia? among the stars. You are not like ason 
of Zeus. You did not slay with an arrow threatening 
Otos and hightowering Ephialtes, no winged shaft 
of yours destroyed Tityos, you did not kill that un- 
happy lover bold Orion,’ nor Hera’s guardian Argos, 
the cowkeeper, a son of the earth so fertile in evil, 
the spy on Zeus in his weddings with horned cattle ! 
No, you weave your web of merriment with Staphylos 
and Botrys, inglorious, unarmed, singing songs over 
the wine; you degrade the earthy generation of 
Satyrs, since they also have touched the bloodless 
Bacchanal dance and drowned all warlike hopes in 
their cups. There may be banquet after battle, 
there may be dancing after the Indian War in the 
palace of Staphylos ; viols may let their voice be 
heard again after victory in the field. But without 
hard work it is not possible to dwell in the inaccessible 
heavens. The road to the Blessed is not easy ; noble 
deeds give the only path to the firmament of heaven 
by God’s decree.© You too then, endure hardship 
of every kind. Hera for all her rancour foretells 
for you the heavenly court of Zeus.” 

99 She spoke, and flew away. The god leapt from 
his bed, with the terrible sound of that threatening 
dream still in his ears. 

101 Bold Botrys also leapt up, and put on his tunic 
shooting gleams of the Sidonian sea,? and slipt his 
feet into wellfitting golden shoes. He threw over 
his unwearied shoulders the royal robe of bright 
purple cloth, pinning it with a brooch; his faiere 
proud girdle was round his loins and the sceptre in 


e a allusion to Hesiod’s famous lines, Works and Days 
289 
@ Dyed in sea-purple, made from the shellfish found in 
those parts (murex). 
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his hand. Satyrs yoked the panthers to the red car 
at the urgent bidding of Dionysos, Seilenoi uttered 
the warcry, Bacchant women roared, thyrsus in hand. 
The hosts gathered and marched line after line 
to the Indian War: Enyo’s pipes resounded, the 
leaders arranged the battalions in their places. One 
mounted with an agile leap on the back of a furious 
bear, whipping the hairy neck as it rushed on its 
course; another astride on a wild bull gripped his two 
flanks with hanging feet, and pricked his hairy belly 
with his crook to guide the wandering course ; a third 
rode on the back of a shaggy lion, and pulled the 
hair of his mane instead of a bridle. 

120 So Botrys quitted his father’s palace and estate, 
clad in his purple, and driving his chariot-and-four 
by the side of grapeloving Dionysos, with slaves 
following behind. Methe his mother was in a mule- 
eart with silver wheels, and beside her was a white- 
robed maiden Phasyleia, who guided the team, 
flicking a golden whip over the mules’ necks. Pithos 
the broadhead followed behind in his own car, to 
serve both Botrys and Dionysos. Nor was he left 
without reward. Lord Bacchos took him away into 
Lydia, and there set him over a winepress teeming 
with the heady liquor, to receive the poured produce 
of the juicy vintage in vessels fit to hold wine. And 
so the name Pithos was given to the purple hollow 
of the vat, which to this day stands close to a wine- 
press to receive the Euian gifts of Bacchos, a 
memorial of the ancient Pithos. If it had human 
voice it would bellow such words as these to the 
Satyrs when it heard the revel : 

187 “ T am Pithos, named after the old one, and 
here beside the winepress I receive the sweet juice 
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of the garden-grapes. I was the servant of Assyrian 
Staphylos and Botrys; I was the old nurse who 
cared for them both as children, and I still carry them 
both upon my hips, as if they were still alive.” ¢ 

142 But this Lord Bacchos was not to do for a long 
time to come. Now he marched past Tyros and 
Byblos, and the wedded water of the scented river 
of Adonis, and the rocks of Libanos where Cypro- 
geneia loves to linger. He climbed into Arabia, and 
under the frankincense trees he wondered at the 
ridge of Nysa with its dense forest, and the city 
built on the steep, the nurse of spearmen. 

149 There lived a bloodthirsty ruffian, the ferocious 
Lycurgos,® a son of Ares and like his father in his 
own horrid customs. He used to drag innocent 
strangers to death against all right, and cut off with 
steel human heads, which he hung over his gateway in 
festoons. He was like Oinomaos © and of the same 
age. Oinomaos kept his unhappy daughter unmarried 
in his house, without husband, growing old and yet 
unacquainted with wedded love, until Tantalides 4 
came scoring the highroad of the deep in Karth- 
shaker’s fourhorse chariot unwetted. Then came his 
race for a bride; then cunningminded Myrtilos ¢ got 
him a stolen victory, by making for the wheel a sham 
axle of wax to deceive—for he was himself in love 
with sorrowful Hippodameia and pitied her. So the 
race was useless : under the burning chariot of Helios 
the waxmoulded model grew warm in the heat, the 
shortlasting axle melted and shot off the wheel. 

166 Lycurgos was one of the same kind. Often 


© Oinomaos’s charioteer, who was bribed by Pelops either 
with a material reward or the promise of Hippodameia’s 
favours. 
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when he met wandering wayfarers at the crossroads 
with loads on their backs, he had them bound and 
dragged to his house, and then sacrificed them to 
Enyalios his father ; they were cut to pieces with 
knives, and he took their extremities * to decorate his 
inhospitable gates. As a man who returns at last 
spear in hand from war with his enemies, and hangs 
up in the hall shields or helmets as trophies of a 
new victory, so on the blood-stained portals of 
Lycurgos the feet and hands of dead men were hung. 
It was massacre: at the neighbouring altar of Zeus, 
the Strangers’ God, groaning strangers were cut piece- 
meal like so many oxen and sheep, and the altars 
were drenched in the blood of the slain, the dust 
was spotted with red gore about the gates of the 
dwelling. The people under this tyranny made haste 
to sacrifice to Lycurgos instead of Zeus. 

182 But you, Dionysos, did not escape the jealousy 
of trickstitching Hera. Still resentful of your divine 
birth, she sent her messenger Iris on an evil errand, 
mingling treacherous persuasion with craft, to be- 
witch you and deceive your mind ; and she gave her 
an impious poleaxe, that she might hand it to the 
king of Arabia, Lycurgos Dryas’ son. 

188 The goddess made no delay. She assumed a 
false pretended shape of Ares, and borrowed a face 
like his. She threw off her embroidered saffron 
robes, and put on her head a helmet with nodding 
plume, donned a delusive corselet, as the mother of 
battle, a corselet stained with blood, and sent forth 
from her grim countenance, like a man, battlestirring 
menaces, all delusion. Then with fluent speech she 
mimicked the voice of Enyalios : 

196 ““ My son, scion of invincible Ares, can it be 
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that you too fear Bassarids and their tenderskin 
womanish threats ? This is no new troop of Amazons 
from Thermodon,? these are no warrior women of the 
Caucasos. They carry no swift arrows, they speed 
no shafts, they have no bold warhorse, nor over their 
shoulders do they hold the oxhide halfbuckler of the 
barbarians. I am ashamed to summon you to battle, 
when women cry havoc against Lycurgos who fears 
no havoc! Are you quiet, Lycurgos, while Dionysos 
is arming? He is a mortal abortion, not one sprung 
from heavenly stock. Son of Zeus—that is a fairy- 
tale of the Hellenes! I can’t believe all that about 
Cronion’s childbearing, how my father Zeus ruling 
on high brought forth a womanish son from his manly 
thigh! I believe no lying tales, that my Zeus who 
bore Athena has brought forth a mortal man! My 
Zeus never learnt how to give birth to a weakling 
son. Take the word of Ares your father. You have 
seen that Athena, the female child of Zeus, is stronger 
than Bacchos. : 

416 “ My son, you possess your own strength; you 
need not your father Enyalios even if he is lord of 
war. Yet I will arm, if you wish, and I will not 
leave you in war alone; you shall have a goddess, 
if need be; Hera, sister and wife of Zeus, will go with 
you into battle to hold a shield before Lycurgos her 
grandson.¢ . . .” 

222 “ T will set up in your divine temple the rods of 
the Bassarids, their bastard spears. I will shear off 
the long horns unshaken from the oxhorned Centaurs, 
and make stronghorn bows for Arab archers, as it 

> The crescent-shaped shield traditionally carried by 
Amazons. 


* What follows is part of the answer of Lycurgos; a 
passage has fallen out of the text. 
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ought to be. I will cut off the long stretching tail 
from the Seilenoi, and make a hairy whip to beat 
horses. All these I will bring for you after the 
battle. But the yellow shoes of unwarlike Bacchos, 
and his woman’s dress of purple, and the woman’s 
girdle that goes round his loins, these I will keep for 
your sister-consort the seafoamborn,* proper gifts 
for a woman. All the troop of attendants about 
womanmad Lyaios I will mate with my slaves in 
forced wedlock, without asking a brideprice, as it 
ought to be with captives of the spear. Those 
worthless plants of the gardenvine, the gentle gifts of 
Lyaios, fires of Araby shall receive with its hottest 
sparks ! 

238 “ Let the sturdy Bassarid, who served Dionysos 
in the mazes of the dance, learn a new and un- 
familiar art: leaving the hills for a house, dropping 
the dappled fawnskin and covering her body with a 
shift, grinding corn with a round millstone. Let her 
throw off her garlands and the fruitage as they call 
it ; let her learn to combine two common services, as 
bond-slave both to Pallas > and Cythereia, with work- 
basket by day and the bed by night, handling the 
shuttle instead of Rheia’s cymbals. Let the old 
Seilenoi sing Euoi beside my festal board, and instead 
of their usual Lyaios let them strike up a revel for 
Ares and Lycurgos.”’ 

51 So he spoke, and goldenwing Iris divine smiled 
to hear ; then went her way, paddling in the false 
shape of a falcon. 

#53 Lycurgos took this vision as an omen of his 


according to one story, born from seafoam according to 
another: Nonnos accepts both. 
> As patron of women’s work. 
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victory ; for he recognized that the swift bird beating 
murderous wings knew how to scare away the feeble 
doves. For he had seen, he had seen another such 
dream, how a maned lion in the woods with ravening 
throat all ready gave chase to the horned generation 
of swift deer. With this dream in his mind he 
made ready against the frenzied Bacchants, thinking 
the Bassarids to be like prickets unacquainted with 
battle, and felt greater boldness than before. And 
Iris, by Hera’s command, put the winged shoe on her 
feet, and holding a rod like Hermes the messenger 
of Zeus, flew up to warn Lyaios of what was coming. 
To Bacchos in corselet of bronze she spoke deceitful 
words : 

266 “ Brother, son of Zeus Allwise, put war aside, 
and celebrate your rites with Lycurgos, a willing host. 
Let battle be, slay not your friends, do not refuse 
peace! Be gracious to the gentle ; who will van- 
quish a humble man? Do not stir up strife against 
those who ask you for mercy. Do not cover your 
body with a starspangled corselet ; do not enclose 
your head in a crestlifting helmet ; do not entwine 
your hair with a garland of serpents. Leave your 
bloodstained rods behind ; take your familiar staff 
and a horn full of your delicious wine, and offer 
Euian gifts to Lycurgos who loves the grape! Now 
dress your body in your unblooded tunic, now let 
us make melody for a dance without corselet, and let 
your army remain quiet near the shady wood that 
it may not offer battle to a peaceful king. No, put 
on your head the garland that you love; go in joy 
to the open house of Lycurgos ready to welcome, go 
in revel like a bridegroom, and keep your Indian- 
slaying rods for disobedient Deriades. You know 
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King Lycurgos has no coward soul. He is the son 
of Ares with the blood of Zeus in him ; in battle he 
shows the inborn prowess of Enyalios his father, 
nor would he shrink from combat with your Cronion 
himself.” 

289 So she cajoled him, and the shoes carried her 
high into the air. Dionysos deceived by the goddess 
threw aside his battlestirring rods, and doffed the 
plumed helmet from his hair, and laid down his star- 
spangled shield. In one bare hand he carried a vessel 
full of the purple juice, his pointed horn with the 
cheerful grape ; he twined his unplaited hair with 
vine-leaves and ivy. His host under arms and his 
battlestirring women he left near Mount Carmel 
with the team of lions, and himself walked on foot to 
the festival in holiday garb without weapon. The 
panspipes sounded a cheeryheart melody of ban- 
quet, the double pipes whistled a friendly note, the 
Bassarid waved the Euian tambourines of Lyaios 
and skipped before the gateway of Lycurgos. 

304 The bold king heard the jubilation of the dance, 
the hoboy’s note and the Berecynthian tune and the 
noise of the panspipes, he saw the round tambourine 
beaten on both sides, and he was furious. When he 
beheld the vinegod near his porch, he laughed in 
scorn, and hurled an implacable threat against the 
leader of the Bassarids, in mocking words : 

311 ““ Do you see these offerings hung up before 
my mansion? You too, my friend, give me some 
decoration for my house, your thyrsus or feet or 
hands or bloody head. If you have horned Satyrs 
at your command, horned Bacchos, I will strike you 
all down with my poleaxe like cattle! There is my 
hospitable gift for you, that gods and men may tell 
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how the gates of Lycurgos were festooned with the 
mutilated limbs of Dionysos. I am no Boiotian king, 
this is not Thebes, this is not Semele’s house, where 
women have labour by thunderclap and bring forth 
their baseborn children by lightning. You brandish 
a vinebound thyrsus, I wield a poleaxe ; and I will 
cleave your oxforehead down the middle, and break 
off your curved horns ! ” 

325 With these words, he beat the nurses of 
Dionysos with his poleaxe * and chased them away ; 
and the dancing women—one shook Rheia’s cymbals 
from her palm, one put down the tambourine from her 
rattle-loving hands, another shot away her bunches 
of grapes, another fell with the cups of nectar ; many 
threw down melodious panspipes and Athena’s 
breathing hoboy to roll over each other in the 
dust. As after storm, near the peaceful woods, a 
shepherd sees the delightful season of cloudless 
Phaéthon,’ and wakes a revel while the Nymphs 
join his dance; then suddenly the water comes 
rolling from the rocks and the waves are piled up 
as the river pours down from the mountains, the 
whistler throws the pipes out of his hands, fear- 
ing the bold flood of the river in torrent lest it 
overwhelm the sheep with swollen stream—so 
Lycurgos scattered the happy jubilant dancers, 
and drove the Bacchants unchapleted to the high 
hills ; he pursued them in no dancing fashion, that 
disbanded army of women; and in his armour of 
bronze, carrying the sharp poleaxe, Hera’s treas- 
ure, he made war upon Bacchos unarmed. Now 


2 A half quotation of JJ. vi. 135. 
> The text is confused here ; as there is no clear indication 
what is right, a reading is chosen which makes sense. 
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the cruel stepmother bore hard on Lyaios—invincible 
Hera thundered loud* and made him quake; the 
knees of Bacchos trembled, as the jealous resentful 
goddess armed herself on high. For he thought 
Cronion was fighting for Lycurgos, when he heard 
the thunderclaps rolling in the heavens. He took to 
his heels in fear and ran too fast for pursuit, until 
he plunged into the gray water of the Erythraian 
sea. 

354 But Thetis in the deeps embraced him with 
friendly arm, and Arabian Nereus received him with 
hospitable hands, when he entered within the loud- 
resounding hall. Then he comforted him with 
friendly words, and said : 

358 “Tell me, Dionysos, why are your looks 
despondent ? No army of earthborn Arabs has con- 
quered you, no pursuing mortal man, you fled from 
no human spear; but Hera, sister and consort of 
Zeus Cronides, has armed herself in heaven and 
fought on the side of Lycurgos—Hera and stubborn 
Ares and the brazen sky: Lycurgos the mighty was 
only afourth. Often enough your father himself, the 
lord of heaven ruling on high, had to give way to 
Hera! You will have all the more to boast of, when 
one of the Blessed shall say—Hera consort and sister 
of mighty Zeus took arms herself against Dionysos 
unarmed ! ” 

369 So speaking, Nereus tried to console Bacchos. 
And while Dionysos was hiding in the bright waves, 
Lycurgos indignant shouted aloud to the water— 

372 “ T wish my father had taught me not war alone, 
but how to deal with the sea! Then I would take a 


# Absurd: only Zeus, and occasionally by his permission, 
Athena ever thunders. 
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turn at the fishermen’s game, and fish for Dionysos, 
and drag this Lydian out of the bosom of the deep 
to land again for my servant! But since I have not 
learnt the work of seafaring fishers, and know nothing 
of the tricks of hunting in the deep with a cunning 
mesh of nets, you may have Leucothea’s house in 
the watery deep,’ until I can dislodge both you and 
Melicertes ® as they call him, another of your kin. 
I want no steel:for that, or this merciless poleaxe 
which belongs to the land. I want fishermen, to 
dive into the depth of the Erythraian brine and 
drag Dionysos from his refuge in the sea. 

384 “ Ho Fishermen! searchers of the haunts of 
Nereus! Spread not your nets for the denizens of 
the deep, but haul out Dionysos in the meshes ! 
Let Leucothea be caught along with Lyaios, and let 
her come back to the land; let bold Palaimon ¢ come 
with them to my house, let him dry his body and be 
slave to Lycurgos! Then he may leave the courses 
of his seabred horses round Ephyreia,? and yoke 
my car beside a terrestrial manger, he and Bacchos 
grooms together. Let there be one house—one 
house for both, Palaimon and Dionysos.”’ 

394 Thus full of fury he railed at the sea, and hoary 
Nereus, and wished to flog the deep.? But Father 
Zeus cried aloud to Lycurgos in his raging— 

397 ““ You are mad, Lycurgos, you challenge the 
winds in vain! Away on your feet, while your eyes 
can still see! You have heard how a while ago by 
a trickling spring in the mountains Teiresias only 


4 Corinth. The Isthmian Games on the Isthmus of 
Corinth were established in honour of Palaimon. 

¢ Like Xerxes. 

* From Callim. Hymn to Delos 112. 
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* The story is from Callin, Hi ylame v. $7 7. 
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saw Athena naked—he lifted no furious spear and 
made no attack on the goddess, he only saw, and 
yet lost the sight of his eyes.” # 

403 Such was the rebuke of Zeus who rules on high, 
spoken through the air when he saw the outrageous 
impiety of Lycurgos. 
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BOOK XXI 


The twenty-first contains Earthshaker’s wrath, and 
the man-breaking battle of Ambrosia, and 
the Indian ambush. 


Nor did Dryas’ son forget the first combat. He 
seized the poleaxe, and a second time went in search 
of the troops of Bassarids in the forest. But heavenly 
Zeus gave courage and warlike boldness to Ambrosia, 
and then possessed of a wave of wild madness she 
raised a stone and hurled it at Lycurgos, knocking off 
the ponderous helmet from his locks. But he boldly 
attacked with a larger stone all jagged, and drove 
at the chest of the soft-eyed nymph. He did not 
overthrow her however, and he cried out in rage— 

1“ Ares, lord of war, father of strong Lycurgos ! 
Can you see without shame your son attacking a 
weak unarmed woman, instead of Lyaios ? The sea 
is too strong for my poleaxe, for Dionysos was hidden 
in the waves ; I have had my journey in vain, and 
I will return to my own city, and leave my task 
unfinished.” 

1” He spoke, and seizing Ambrosia round the waist 
he held her fast in his limb-compressing hands ; he 
wished to throw her into bonds and to drag her to his 
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house like a captive foreigner, to drive off a nymph 
from the company of Bromios’s nurses, pricking her 
slave’s back with the doubleheaded poleaxe. But 
she stood, and he could not drag her away, nor 
could he smash her skull in a mess of blood. 
Saffronrobe Ambrosia fled the bold man and prayed 
to Mother Earth to save her from Lycurgos. And 
the Earth, mother of all fruits, opened a gulf, and 
received Ambrosia the nurse of Bromios alive in 
a loving embrace. The nymph disappeared and 
changed her shape to a plant—she became a vine- 
shoot, which of itself coiled its winding cord round 
the neck of Lycurgos and throttled him with a tight 
noose, battling now with threatening clusters as 
once with the thyrsus. 

33 Rheia indignant gave a voice to the plant, that 
she might show her favour to Dionysos king of 
gardenvines ; so Ambrosia uttered a_ breathing 
voice and shrilled high and loud : 

36 “ Never will I cease to fight with you, plant 
though I am! Even as one of the world of plants 
I will wound you! I have no brazen chain, but I 
will choke you with inextricable leaves! I will 
attack you although a vine, that people may say— 
‘Bassarids kill murderers, even when they are part 
of the world of leaves!’ You have to fear even 
vegetable warriors, for vines can shoot their enemies, 
and grapes can stab them! I fought you alive, and 
dead I will vanquish you. See how the nurses of 
Dionysos play the heroes! Have you heard of the 
seafish called holdtheship,? how in the sea a little weak 


> The “sucking fish,” Arist. Hist. An. ii. 14. 4, Latin 
remora. Oppian, Halieutica i. 212, says it is like an eel, 
a cubit long, and able to stop any ship, which is false. 
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¢ These names are mostly invented, but some are known 
elsewhere in legend. Ambrosia, Vhasyleia and Polyxo are 
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creature has often attacked a crew, pulls back their 
vessels, and with a small gaping mouth holds up a 
long freightship firm and fast? Here I am, your 
holdtheship on land! Here are my leaves, with a 
selfacting fetter not made of steel, for the battle of 
the valiant vine! Stand, I say, stand and wait for 
the son of Thyone, when he shall return from the 
bosom of the sea !’”’ 

53 So cried Ambrosia out of the vine with her 
grapy voice, whipping Lycurgos with her long 
foliage ; and the wild man caught in the fresh green 
bonds, immovable, smothered all round in the galling 
fetters of leaves which he could not tear, roared 
defiance against Dionysos. He had no strength to 
escape ; in vain he shook his throat wound about 
with the tiny tendrils in strong constraint. His voice 
could find no ferry through the gullet throttled with 
wreathing growths. The Bacchant women thronged 
round him, his neck confined in the middle of the 
stifling clusters. 

63 Spearmaster Ares caught up his son’s frightful 
axe; for he feared that the mad Bacchants might 
strike the body of Lycurgos with that bloody pole- 
axe; but he did not release Dryas’ son from the 
leafy bonds, much as he desired to do it—he gave 
way on hearing the threatening sound of Zeus’s 
thunder, and at the flash of his father’s lightning. 

6 Polyxo? threw herself upon the head of the 
raving man, and tore out long locks of hair by the 
roots. She laid a furious hand on the belly of her 
foe, seized the corselet, wrenched it off with pre- 
datory force, burst it in her rage—declare, O warrior 


names of Hyades, Hygions, Fab. 192.2. Gigarto is Grape- 
seed-woman; Eriphe, kid. 
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? Koechly has interchanged the second halves of these two 
lines, as given in the uss. 
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Muses ! what a wonder that a woman’s nails should 
tear apart this gear, made of steel though it was! 
—Cleite with hair flowing free had plaited a twining 
rope of withies, and Gigarto of the vines, with the 
whip of twigs, scored the body of Lycurgos with red 
bleeding weals over the torn shoulders. Phleio 
scratched the sole of his foot with bunches of thorns, 
maddened dreadfully. Eriphe the companion of 
Eiraphiotes clutched at the man’s hairy throat, with 
a mind to throw him back on the ground. Phasy- 
leia the leader of the Bacchanal dance, fought and 
scratched the enemy’s flank with a sharp spike. 
Theope Lyaios’s nurse armed herself with a skin- 
tearing fennel. Bromié, who bore the name of 
Bromios, also beat the body of Lycurgos ; and with 
them Cisseis, that grapeloving nymph, flogged the 
man with ivy. 

90 So Lycurgos was tormented by the warring 
plants ; but now a trouble appeared worse than any. 
For Rheia of the mountains armed against Arabia 
the seagod, Earthshaker who splits the foundations of 
the earth with a crash, and hurls them about. Then 
Earthshaker the ruler of the sea struck with his 
trident, and knocked away the great bar which held 
up the wide floor of the land, while the caverns of the 
earth were beaten by internal winds, subterranean 
winds,? for blasts in the hidden parts hollow out grin- 
ning chasms with moving shock. The unshakable 
soil of Arabia quaked, cloudcapt palaces were dis- 
solved by the shattering shock ; trees fell to the earth, 
and the firm ground about Arabian Nysa struck by 
the trident shook and danced. The elm lay on the 


* The usual cause of earthquakes, according to ancient 
theorists. 
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2 Marcellus would transpose to follow xvil. 167. 
? Something has fallen out with the neni suggested. 


* Who killed her son P nthe : see. 199, x. 6, 
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ground, the laurel’s leaves were in the dust, the pine 
self-uprooted lay beside the fir. 

105 While Earthshaker with wild subterranean 
blasts shook the roots of the hollows and caverns 
below, a new calamity came: the woodranging 
Nysian women, lashed by the whip of dragonhair 
Megaira, bellowed like bulls and murdered their 
children. One would rush forward and throw her 
boy flying into the air, sliding headlong from the 
air into the dust. Another dragged her own baby 
along the ground, and forgot the breast. Another 
stained her hand with childslaying steel, and carved 
her son like another mad Agaué.* So they rushed 
on their own children, the newborn sons whom 
they had brought forth, and cut them piecemeal 
with the knife.2 Beside them the Arabian shep- 
herd crouching under Pan’s whip ran amok among 
the animals. 

120 So the oxherd, seething by the god’s madden- 
ing device, carved up his children, and feasted on 
his own sons with child-devouring jaws: the belly 
of delirious drovers was the tomb of their own 
boys, whom they should have cared for. All the 
while Lycurgos was beaten by the Nymphs’ hands. 
He was fast bound with many knots of leafage 
smothering him. Yet he bent not a knee before 
Lyaios, held not out a hand to Zeus for mercy in his 
extremity, feared not the thunder, but glared with 
fury at the Bassarids. He saw the lightning flash 
against his head, and would not yield to Lyaios. 
Blows fell on him from all sides, but he stood unmoved 


> After that a considerable portion is lost, the sense being: 
“* Dionysos cunningly sent insanity among the herdsmen and 
they too murdered their children.” 
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by all this impetuous onslaught of innumerable 
blows, facing alone Zeus, Poseidaon, Rheia, Earth, 
Nereus, Bacchos, with only Ares to help him ; and 
in his pain he shrieked out unbridled defiance : 

135 “ Make fire, let us burn all this stuff, let all 
these Bacchic leaves lie in the flames! Let us throw 
the blazing gardenvines into the sea for Dionysos in 
the deeps, to show the courage of Arabs! Let Thetis 
herself catch the scorched fruit in the waves, and 
quench the burning viny ashes in the sea! Loose 
these phantasms, this cunning witchery of bonds! 
I see here witchery of the Nereids and Poseidon. 
Loose me and bring me to the sea! I will take 
arms against this prophet-wizard Proteus. Light 
a torch, that I may go down to the sea in my 
avenging wrath, and set fire to Melicertes® the 
entertainer of Bromios ! ”’ 

147 So he spoke, threatening Nereus and Dionysos. 

148 Now Hera’ came to Arabia, and saved the 
afflicted son of Enyalios from the leafy battle. She held 
the iron sword of Ares, and bared the flashing blade of 
the divine glaive over the Bacchants, scattering in 
flight the army of Cybelid women. She cut through 
Ambrosia’s leaves with that iron, and untied the 
bonds of the vine from Lycurgos. She soothed 
her brother, Seabluehair Earthshaker, and Zeus her 
husband and Rheia her mother, to save Lycurgos that 
he might be numbered with the immortals.¢ For the 
Arabs on heavy-steaming altars propitiated Dryas’ 
son as a god with offerings, pouring to Lycurgos, who 

@ See ix. 85, 

> A line or more has fallen out, introducing Hera. 

¢ Behind this seems to lie the fact that there was a 
Thracian (not Arabian) god whom the Greeks identified with 
Lycurgos, 
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cared nought for Bacchos, libations of blood, instead 
of the honeydripping vintage of Dionysos. 

162 All this Old Time was to accomplish in later 
days ; but now, in order that no other mortal man 
should be proud like spearbold Lycurgos, and ridicule 
Dionysos whom none may ridicule, Father Zeus 
made mad Lycurgos a blind wanderer; to tramp 
round and round in the city which he no longer 
knew, to seek some guide tor the path where he 
must tread, or often on lonely travels with stumbling 
feet. 

170 That is what was done on the mountains. But 
in the Erythraian sea, the daughters of Nereus 
cherished Dionysos at their table, in their halls deep 
down under the waves. Mermaid Ino threw off her 
jealousy of Semele’s bed divine, and struck up a 
brave hymn for winepouring Lyaios. Ino the nurse 
of Dionysos made music; and Melicertes his foster- 
brother ladled out nectar from the bowl, and poured 
the sweet cups for his agemate. 

178 So he remained in the hall deep down in the 
waves, with the broad main for his dwelling, a visitor 
under the waters, and he lay sprawled among the sea- 
weed in Thetis’s bosom; he embraced never satisfied 
Cadmos’s daughter, Ino his nurse, mother of a noble 
son, sister of his own mother, and often he held in the 
loving prison of his arms Palaimon his yearsmate, his 
foster-brother. The Mimallon with quiet shoe no 
longer trod the noisy turns of the dance, for Bacchos 
was not there; she was hunting for tracks of Lyaios now 
under the sea. The Satyr so full of energy showed 
a face unsmiling, and languished in sorrow strange 
to him. The Pans wandered wild through the woods 
with hillranging hoof, Pans in search of Dionysos, 


159 


NONNOS 


Tldves, epevvnrijpes axnpixrou Avovicov: e 
Sedqves 8 dxdpevtos, axndéa xvpfara pipas, 
Keiro Katndiowy: Kpovin 8° AcAilero Nupdn 
Maxpis azevOy7010 Avwrvvoow 118nvn, 
Baxxeins dpodippos €vxvipidos arias. 198 
Os of pev dedovnrto KaTngees’ ayvupedrors be 
LKdApis dxvpdvroo Andy KevOpava Gaddoons 
natpwnv adiavrov éyv AAauvey amyyny, 
véoTov émepyopevoio mpoayyéAAwy Avorvaou. 
"Odpa pev apdete Baxyos 
aXirpopa deizva rpandlys, 
tég¢pa 5€ Kavxaciow 61’ otpeos eis méAuv "eScav 
oivoddrou Bpoptovo rodyjvepos ixeto Kp 
tavpodurs, vdbov eldos Exwy Kxepacdnds popdy, 
avrituTov pipnpa VeAnvainor Kepaias, 
aiyos dpecowvopoto mepi ypot b¢pya avvayas, 205 
abdyevin KAnion Kabepevoy €€ evos wou, 
SeEtrepod mAevpoto Katijopor eis mTUxa punpob, 
apdorepys éxarepfe mapyidos ovata aeiwy, 
Ws ovos ovatoets, Adctos dépas: €« peaatns bé 
i€vos abtodAKtTos eavpeto avyyovos ovpy. 210 
"Audi d€ pv yeAdwrres exeppeov aibores “Ivdoi, 
eladkev eyyvs tkavev, O7n drdupoluys Side 
életo Anpiadns mepyuyxetos, Opyapos avdpav, 
ABatwv orarov ixvos avacréAAwy éAepdvrww. 
kai Latipw yeAdwv diroxepropor iaye dwvyv 215 
“ Olous Anpiadn didupdxpoas dvdpas tare 
tavpoguts Ardvucos, abippara SyorHros, 
dModgueis, od datas Any Bpotoedéa popdrjy, 
Onpav elSos éxovras, emei didupdon popdy 





* Otherwise Celmis, one of the Dactyloi, but Nonnos (xiv. 
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and heard no word of him. Seilenos danced no more, 
threw away his cymbals unheeded, lay with downcast 
looks. Cronian Macris the nurse of nevermourning 
Dionysos trilled her lament, she who used to share 
the basket of the well-spoked car of Bacchos. So 
they were all restless and sad. But Scelmis¢ left the 
caves of the waveless deep, and drove his father’s 
unwetted car, to tell them the tidings in their sorrow 
that Dionysos was coming back. 

200 While Bacchos enjoyed the hospitality of the 
sea, the windfoot courier of vineplanting Bromios 
traversed the Caucasos® mountains to the Indian city. 
He had the shape of a bull, a borrowed form bearing 
horns, the very image of the horns of Selene °; the 
skin of a mountain goat was thrown over his body, 
and hung over one shoulder from the collar-bone 
draping his right side down to the fork of the thigh ; 
he shook a pair of long ears like the ears of an ass 
beside his two cheeks, and he was covered with hair, 
with a self-wagging tail that grew out from between 
his loins. 

11 The swarthy Indians crowded about him laugh- 
ing, until he approached the place where huge 
Deriades, that king of men, sat in his chariot-and- 
pair. Hechecked the steps of his towering elephants, 
and laughing spoke to the Satyr in words of raillery : 

216 “ What doubleshaped men bullform Dionysos 
sends to Deriades! what playthings for a soldier ! 
Monsters, not creatures having a wholly human 
shape! ‘They have the form of beasts! for with a 
39) makes him one of the Telchines. His father therefore is 
Poseidon, ibid. 40. 

> This is the Hindu Kush; when Alexander the Great 
discovered it, he thought it was the real Caucasus. 

¢ See note above, p. 49. 
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double shape they are bastards, bulls and men at 
once—they have the bull’s body and the man’s face.” 

227 So he spoke, and made the summoning signal 
for war, by striking a hearty blow with his sword 
upon the round boss which was seen in the middle 
of his richly-ornamented shield: the metal struck 
boomed out a sound of havoc from the oxhide. 

231 Then the swiftcoursing herald of Bromios 
opened his amazed lips, and gave his message to 
the grim king : 

233 ‘* Deriades, sceptred king, the god Dionysos 
commands the Indians to accept the wine of his care- 
forgetting vintage, and to pour libations to the im- 
mortals, without war, without battle. If they refuse, 
he takes up arms, until Hydaspes bend a servile knee 
to the wands of the Bassarids. You have heard a 
truthful message: now give some answer to my 
address, which I may deliver to Dionysos.” 

240 When he had done, the monarch roared in a 
furious voice : 

** Ha, what a word the bold man-beast has spoken ! 
It would be shameful to strike down a herald with 
violent hand, one who comes without valiant spear and 
holds no oxhide shield. I have heard the exploits of 
your chief: Ganges has heard the weakness of Bromios 
and the manly courage of Lycurgos. I know your 
king, the bastard god, when he fled and slipt into the 
deep for refuge from destruction. Yes, your Bacchos 
is called the fiery, because he rose from flanks of 
his mother Thyone struck by Zeus; and water is 
stronger far than fire. My father Indian Hydaspes, 
if it be his pleasure, could quench the fiery breath 
of the thunderbolt of Zeus with his bubbling flood. 

248 “ Turn your foot, if you please, to the marches 
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® Perhaps simply ‘“‘sungod,”’ see Rose in Rer. hist. rel. 
cv. (1932), 98; but Cumont thinks otherwise. 

> Uranos. © Water is not an Indian god. 

# To a Greek a fan is rather an Oriental invention, ef. 
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of the Median land ; go there and proclaim the dances 
of Dionysos. Pass into Bactrian soil, where Mithras 
is a god, the Assyrian Phaéthon® of Persia; for 
Deriades has learnt no dances of the eternal Blessed, 
he honours not Helios and Zeus or the company of 
shining stars. I know nothing of Cronos, or of 
Cronides who destroyed his father, nor Cronos the 
master-deceiver, who swallowed his own children, 
and shore away from Aither ® the hive of begetting 
love. Ido not acknowledge your gifts, what you call 
your vintage ; I accept no other drink than golden 
Hydaspes. My wine is the spear, my potion too the 
shield! No Semele brought me forth in firestruck 
bridal, or received the flames of death in her chamber; 
but my breeding came of Enyo in brazen armour, 
who never has surfeit of battles. I care nothing for 
the blessed offspring of Zeus ; for me there are only 
two gods, Earth and Water.° 

265 “ Go and give this answer to battleshy Dionysos. 
Go untouched, and evil go with you; go before I 
draw my bow, go with a curse if you would escape 
my spear! Arm for battle your half-and-half beasts 
and your uncorseleted women, and fight with Deri- 
ades! Then after our Indian victory I will drag 
you away along with Dionysos, the captive of my 
spear. But I will not make you my envoy. You 
cannot do such service in the house for me, but I 
will allow you to fan me at my table with your long 
ears.’’ 4 

274 This said, he dismissed him with threatening 
looks, after quickly scribbling this message within 
a tablet with two folding sides : 


Eur. Or. 1426, but both the fan and the sunshade are pre- 
rogatives of Indian royalty. 
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éxAve Kal vopins Gavatndopov olorpov avayxns, 
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ovpBora ywwoKwv Kexapaypera paptupt S€éATw. 308 





* Torone was Proteus’s wife, see L cen 115-116. 
> This part is lost, but one of the tales about the Hyades 
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#7 “ Take arms against Deriades if you can, Dio- 
nysos. 

278 Such words as these the loudvoiced herald 
heard, and departed. He found the Seilenoi in high 
glee: Dionysos had come up out of the waters and 
joined the Oread Nymphs. The Satyrs skipt, the 
Bacchants danced about, Maron with his old legs led 
the music between two Bacchants, with his arms laid 
round their necks, and bubbles of fragrant wine at 
his lips. The Mimallon unveiled trilled a song, how 
the footstep of Dionysos had come that way again. 

#87 Then the vinegod threw off his earlier cares, 
and entered upon rejoicing ; for he had heard in the 
sea the whole story from Torone’s lord Proteus,? 
the earthshaking shock in Arabia the inhospitable, 
and how Lycurgos wandered blind with stumbling 
feet. He heard also the deathbringing madness of 
the herdsmen’s duress, how the company of country- 
men went raging about, how the women in the dells 
gorged the fruit of their own travail; heard also of the 
company of Hyades in heaven,® heard that Ambrosia 
had left earth and risen as a star in Olympos, 
Ambrosia who had attacked undaunted Lycurgos, 
the battle of the twigs and the war with vines. 

299 They were enjoying themselves as the herald 
came back, safe and sound, and greatly desired by 
Bacchos rejoicing. He reported the highnecked 
folly of Deriades, and carried the double tablets 
pregnant with war. 

303 The Lord lost no time. He read the lines en- 
graved on the witnessing tablet, and resolute, he 
summoned his warriors to the fray. He called the 


was that they were Dionysos’s nurses, see scholia on Hom. 
Il. v. 486, Hyginus, Fad. 192. 3. 
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apporépny Tapa méeCav dKovropopou ToTap.oio* 
Ooupeds peev Ledvporo Tapa ogupa, Anpiddns € 
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ov more dévdpea Keiva Katéypadev los aArjrys, 
et Tus dtoTevoete, Kai OU TroTE peaaoH Bapvwy 
HeAvos mepdpyto Katdooutos of. waAu@ 
evdopvyous axriow opomAoKa dvAAa yapakas, 
ov xvous. Tepoportos édvcaTo bdoKiov vAnv 
éx Atos beriouo, pdyts 8€ of Kdatos GAKe 
wyuparns Avs opBpos evéBpexev dxpa TeTHAWwW. 
xeiOt tavumpéuvoraw év dAcect durpios “Apns 
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Rhadamans, whom Minos once sent on their wander- 
ings unwilling from the land of Crete to the Arabian 
soil; and bade them by Rheia’s advice to build 
wooden ships for an attack upon India by sea. 
Quickly he drove his car to the eastern clime of the 
earth, gleaming in his armour like the Morning Star, 
crossed over the rocky crest of Caucasos® and through 
the valleys, and over the lightbringing region of the 
dawnland he went on towards the midday goal of 
the sun.? 

315 When Deriades heard the rumour of battle 
with the thyrsus, that the army of mountainranging 
Dionysos was near at hand, he stationed in ambush 
his Indians in serried ranks, and sent a detached force 
across the river, resting all hope for the conflict in the 
craft and skill of bronze-armoured war. He rowed 
all these men on shipboard across Indian Hydaspes. 
So the Indian host was divided into two armies, one 
on each bank of the river bristling with lances. 
Thureus was on the edge of the West Wind, Deriades 
opposite by the wing of the burning Kast Wind. 

326 There was on the spot a shady place, where the 
rocks were surrounded by a wide mass of all kinds 
of trees and left an empty hollow. No wandering 
arrow in flight could pierce those trees, if one were 
shot, and the sun never came down through the 
midst of those thick branches with sharp thrust, 
cutting the closewoven leaves with penetrating rays ; 
no deluge of rain from heaven falling through the 
air passed into those woodland shades, but the 
showers of Zeus on high scarce wetted the surface 
of the leaves with their rushing water. There in 
the spinneys an ambush was hidden among the tall 


@ The Hindu Kush. > i.e. southwards, vers le midi. 
169 


NONNOS 
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Séypevos epyopevns otpatiis etpvOpov ’Evus. 348 
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trunks covered with green clusters of highgrowing 
leafage, unexpected, unshaken, and in the bosom of 
the forest kept noiseless its moving shoes. No hidden 
foot tore the leafy bushes, none feared a crouching 
foot, or sounds of words upon a chattering lip, or 
pallor on the face; but each had a mind bold and 
firm, and enjoyed his measured sleep on the ground 
in his armour with eyelids . . .,4 waiting for the 
march in step of the enemy at hand. 


@ Here at least one line is lost. 
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su 2 of & 





* Either they sang like Sicilian shepherds, reloeaed for 
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BOOK XXII 


The twenty-second celebrates the battle and feats 
of Bromios, all the deeds of Aiacos both 
on the plain and in the Hydaspes. 


Wuen the footforces of Bacchos came to the cross- 
ing of the pebbly river, where, like the Nile, Indian 
Hydaspes pours his navigable water into a deep- 
eddying hollow, then sounded the womanish song of 
the Bassarids, making Phrygian festival for Lyaios of 
the Night, and the hairy company of Satyrs rang out 
with mystic voice. All the earth laughed, the rocks 
bellowed, the Naiads sang alleluia, the Nymphs circled 
in mazes over the silent streams of the river, and sang 
a melody of Sicilian tune, like the hymns which the 
minstrel Sirens* pour from their honeytongued 
throats. All the woodlands rang thereat: the trees 
found skill to make music like the hoboy, the 
Hadryades cried aloud, the Nymph sang, peeping 
up halfseen over her leafy cluster. 

16 The fountain, though but water, turned white 
and poured a stream of snowy milk; in the hollow 


their singing since Theocritos, and as sweetly as the Sirens, 
or else they sang like the Sirens, whose island in post-Homeric 
geography is somewhere near Sicily. 

> Streams of milk are a stock Dionysiac miracle, ¢/f. Eur. 
Bacch. 708. 
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A a - 
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of the torrent the Naiads bathed in milky streams 
and drank the white milk. The rough rock spilled 
out wine from red nipples, and stained itself deep, 
as the must welled over the unplanted hill in showers 
sweet to drink; the pleasant gifts of the honey- 
dropping bee dribbled from holes of themselves 
without need of hives ; from newsprouting bushes 
of spikyhair thorn sprang up softbloom apples; oil 
poured of itself on the twigs of Athena’s tree, and 
bathed it in unpressed drops. 

28 Hares embraced the dancing dogs ; long ser- 
pents joined in the merry dance, curving down 
their heads and licking the footprints of snake- 
hair Dionysos, and one after another blew out 
gentle hisses from glad throats ; there was method 
in the movements of the happy reptiles, as the 
interlacing coils of their long spines skipt about 
Dionysos on fearless feet. Tigers jumped round 
and round in play on the Indian precipices ; a great 
swarm of hillranging elephants went skipping in 
the forest glades. 

39 The Pans then, roaming about the craggy 
ravines sped on nimble hooves through the trackless 
hills ; in terrible places, where even that light traveller 
the bird would not dare to fly, or traverse with his 
pair of beating wings in his lofty course. The lion 
shook the mane hanging about his jaws, and danced in 
partnership with the tripping boar. Birds squawked 
an image of human speech, and borrowing the war- 
ery half mimicked, they prophesied victory in the 
Indian struggle, and shook the tail straight out along 


@ Something is omitted here; below the mention of some 
bird is needed after 41. 
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* Nonnos means parrakeets: he had evidently seen them 
and noted their long straight tails. ‘ 
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their green bodies.¢ The panther dancing with 
equal spirit, leapt high with a bear for partner. 
Artemis checked the rush of her swift hounds, when 
she saw the romping leaps of a lioness now tame, and 
slackened for very shame the string of her bended 
bow, that she might not shoot the happy beasts with 
her arrows. 

55 One there was watching the strange miracles 
of Bacchos, as he peered out through the top of a 
thick cluster. He made a round spyhole through 
the leaves; he let himself see just so much as a 
man sees when he looks out of the eyeholes made 
in his helmet ; or when a man trained in the tragic 
chorus? utters a terrific roar from his far-resound- 
ing throat, and strains his eyesight within through 
the eyepiece made in the mask which he carries 
as a deceitful likeness of a man’s face. So this 
man hiding under the dark bushes watched all the 
miracles unseen with furtive gaze. He told all to 
the enemy. Thureus shook with fear, and blamed 
Morrheus and Deriades for their thoughtlessness : 
the Indian host trembled, and thinking no more of 
combat, threw the bronze weapons from frightened 
hands when they saw the trees moving under the 
maddening influence. 

71 And now the Indian host would have plucked 
from the neighbouring banks green shoots of olive in 
token of supplication, and bent a servile neck before 
Dionysos unconquerable. But Hera ever ready took 
another shape, and gave courage to the enemy. 
She deceived the Indian leader; she fastened on 
Dionysos a song of magical Thessalian spells, and 


> He means an actor speaking through his mask ; tragic 
choruses had long ceased to exist. 
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* Hom, Od. x. 210, when she turned men into pigs. 
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Circe’s posset * with invocations of the gods, as if he 
had poisoned that unpoisoned river. She convinced 
the enemy, quite ready to be convinced, and told 
each one not to let himself be driven by fiery thirst 
to drink of the adulterated water of the mind-stealing 
river, and so come to grief. 

82 And now the swarthy Indians would have leapt 
from their hidden ambush and attacked the army 
of Bacchos at their meal; but a Hamadryad Nymph 
peering over a high branch sprang up, leafy to the 
hips. Holding thyrsus in hand, she looked like a 
Bacchant, with bushy ivy thick in her hair like one 
of them ; first she indicated the enemies’ plot by 
eloquent signs, then whispered in the ear of Lyaios 
of the grapes : 

% ‘* Vinegod Dionysos, lord gardener of the fruits ! 
Your plant gives grace and beauty to the Hadryads ! 
I am no Bassarid, I am no comrade of Lyaios, I carry 
only a false thyrsus in my hand. I am not from 
Phrygia, your country, I do not dwell in the Lydian 
land by that river rolling in riches.° I am a Hama- 
dryad of the beautiful leaves, in the place where the 
enemy warriors lie in ambush. I will forget my 
country and save your host from death: for I offer 
loyal faith to your Satyrs, Indian though I am. I 
take sides with Dionysos instead of Deriades ; I owe 
my gratitude to you, and I will pay it, because your 
Father, mighty Zeus of the raincloud, always brings 
the watery travail of the rivers, always feeds the 
trees with his showers of rain. Give me your leaves, 
and here I will plant them; give me your clusters 
of grapes which drive our cares away ! 


+ i.e. she appeared first as a woman growing out of her 
tree. ¢ Pactolos. 
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106 “ But my friend, do not hasten to cross the 
river, or the Indians, who are near, may overwhelm 
youinthe water. Direct your eye to the forest, and 
see in the leafy thickets a secret ambuscade of men 
unseen hidden there. But what will those weaklings 
in their thickets do to you? Your enemies live so 
long as you still hold back your thyrsus. Silence 
between us now, that the enemy near may not hear, 
that Hydaspes may not tell it to the hidden Indians.” 

114 When she had said this, the Hamadryad Nymph 
went away again quick as a wing, quick as a thought ®; 
and changing her shape to look like a bird she sped 
through the secret wood, down upon the oak her 
yearsmate. But Bacchos silently mingled with the 
Bassarids, and told the divine Hamadryad’s tale 
into each captain’s ear with nods and glances. By 
silent signs he ordered them to take their meal 
under arms among the trees, and explained the 
secret plot of the plot-stitching Indians. They must 
not let the fighting men overwhelm them unarmed 
and still at meat in their ranks. They did as Lyaios 
bade them, and sat down to their food in silence 
ready for battle, with spears on the table. 

127 After a hasty meal they hurried under shields 
to the river near by, to drink water after the food, 
by divine command of prudent Dionysos, who did 
not wish winebibbing and slumber or darkness to 
put his army to bed. So the army tumbled here or 
there in the bed of war, to enjoy a short sleep upon 
the soldier’s shield. And Father Zeus thwarted the 
tricksy plan of the Indians, and prevented their night- 
assault, by a loud peal of thunder and torrents of 
rain which made a great noise all night long. 


* From Hom. Od. vii. 36. 
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136 But when Dawn rent the darkness with feet 
of snow, and plucking the morning grew purple upon 
the streaming rocks, the enemy darting all together 
beyond the sheltering borders of the forest, burst 
out to waken the battle. Their leader was Thureus, 
that prodigious chieftain of India’s war, with a rush 
like towering Typhon when he attacked the thunder- 
bolt. The army of Bacchos, by the astute orders of 
their skilful leader, feigned flight though unafraid, 
and retreated from the battlefield of their own will, 
until the Indians had left their hidingplace and 
poured over the plain. 

146 The Lydian warrior was armed in rich harness, 
like Lycian Glaucos shining in gold,* sounding the 
fame of his country, where wealth sparkles bright 
and red through the water that flows between 
Pactolos’s banks ; he flashed with rosy gleams in the 
face of day, shaking the yellow front of his precious 
helmet, that Lydian warrior conspicuous, and from 
his breast the corselet he wore flashed gleams of 
ruddy light. Another chieftain from Alybe, a valiant 
champion for Dionysos, showed forth his country’s 
wealth, as he poised the shining helmet upon his 
temples, and the shimmering sheen of a silver morion 
was reflected from his head for all to see, shooting a 
lustre like the snow-white moon. 

159 The restless god himself scattered all the enemy 
troops, holding no naked sword, poising no spear, 
but passing like the wind through the front ranks, 
circling from left wing to right in the fray, striking 
with his thyrsus instead of a long lance, cleaving 
the cloud of Indians with flowers of the field, with 
ivy-rod for spear. Highheaded Thureus, great as 


@ See xv. 165, Hom. JI. vi. 236, 
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he was, could not drive him back, nor another 
champion, nor the army ; but sprawling over each 
other they gave way in every part before the rush 
of Dionysos. 

168 Ojagros ¢ also beat back the swarthy fighting, 
insatiable, reaping the ranks of men in swathes, as 
he cut the harvest of flashing helms with Bistonian ? 
blade. As a torrent pours its stormy strength un- 
ceasing from the mountains in floods through the 
ravines, and comes rushing over the plain, where not 
even the enclosures can hold it with their impregnable 
walls, and it bursts midway through the masses of 
stone bridges : many a pine goes rolling, many a tall 
fir falls torn by the roots and hurried down by the 
flood—so he dealt with the enemy host, killing the 
footmen one after another in heaps with Sithonian ¢ 
pike. Now they came around him, and built what 
soldiers call a mimic tortoise with their shields : foot 
stood firm beside foot,? shield leant on shield side by 
side, layer before layer pressing close, plume nodded 
to plume, man touched man in serried array, the dust 
rose under the horses’ hooves and the warriors were 
whitened. 

187 Here whom first, whom last did Oiagros send 
to Hades,¢ as the man of Bistonia sliced them down, 
killing one after another, doing deeds that needed 
Calliopeia his consort, to tellthem!* One he struck 
above the nipple with darting spear, one with hilted 
sword in the neck ; another furious foe he pierced in 

> Thracian. 

¢ Sithonia is the central headland of the Chalcidic 
peninsula. 

4 [mitated from Hom. JI. xiii. 131 ff. =xvi. 215 ff. 


¢ Almost quoted from Hom. JI. xvi. 692. 
* Calliope the Muse. 


185 


NONNOS 


wreiAns éov eyxos dveipuoey, éAxopévw b¢ 
omAayyva Sagourjerre auvéatace Oeppa adypw- 
aAdov papvapévovo karedpape daoyaroy éAxwy, 
dopt 3° evOnK Te maNdpiryy taper, @ de meootoa 
aipnoBagns jomarpev én xBoves adopern yxeip- 
Kal maAapn TéTLNTO Kai Ov bebenne Boeinv 
axpa Teptagiyyovea Koviojtevov TeAapavos 
vy & nvepodortos avai~aca Bavovros 
oupmAreéos 7obeaKer Onova owparos nByv. 
aAXdov amndoinger adetdec doupt mardfas, 
Onyaren yAwyive Bpaytovos dxpa Topyeas, 
dope & donida ruper, dpaggoperns b€ odrjpw 
dppayéos BopuBnoe peaoudada vita Boeins. 
Adrap 6 Avoanjervte p.ofov dedornpevos oiaT pus 
eyxetny rele peTnAvda kuwdAdde téyvy 
H mAcupys exarepbev % atryevos 7 oxedov cpov" 
ceiwy 8 évOa Kai &rba zadudinroy axweny 
orecvopterns péoa vata bétTpaye Smoryros, 
Kpaumvos, aeparrddgoto naBnpevos bpobev ¢ (mmov. 
ws 8 dre _ Puyadgov oKiepyy peta Xetwatos jwpnv 
paiverac doxerewy vedewy yupvoupevos arp, 
peyyeos etapwvoto dedeypevos aibprov atyAnv: 
Os 6 ye Baxxyevwv muKuas orixas dz popos asp 
*Tvdav ox Lopévuv peadTyy yurnvecato xdppyy. 


Kai tore 71s mpopayouo Tepi ordua xaAxov € €peiaas 


Sekurepyy SaomAjre yeverada tue payaipy: 
Kai Ts én’ avteBiovow év 7€pt BopBov iaddAuw 
els oKoTrov dyexédevBov € erépmeto Adas aAnrys, 
Kal AiBos Hepdportos eveapapaynce Kapyrw, 
kal Adgov evTriAnKOS ameatugediser eGeipns, 
adyeviov Seopoio map’ avOepedva Avbévros- 


186 


195 


210 


215 


220 


DIONYSIACA, XXII. 194-224 


the navel, drew back his spear from the bleeding 
wound, and as he pulled, dragged out the bowels hot 
after his gory steel. When another showed fight he 
drew sword and ran upon him, cut the wrist with 
the sharp blade, and the hand fell bleeding and 
wriggling and jumping on the ground: or a hand 
was cut off, but did not loose the shield, but still 
clutched the end of the strap down in the dust, while 
the dead man’s soul flew off on the wind longing for 
the youthful strength of the familiar body which had 
been bound up with it.¢ Another he destroyed with 
a blow of his unsparing spear, piercing the shoulder- 
top with the sharp point, then struck the shield with 
his sword—the steel struck the oxhide in the middle 
with a clash, but it did not break. 

207 So he went on wild with the madness of battle, 
wielded his spear in all directions with masterly skill, 
right and left flank, over the neck, across the shoulder, 
darted the ever-returning point this way and that 
way, until he cut through the front of the dense com- 
bat, full of energy as he sat on his horse with flying 
mane. As after the dark season of freezing winter 
the air shows free of the covering clouds, and takes 
the clear light of shining spring, so this inspired fear- 
less man routed the dense ranks of broken Indians, 
and made a bare space in the middle of the fray. 

218 Then in the front ranks, one drove his blade at 
another’s mouth and struck the right cheek with the 
terrible sword. Here a stone cast against the enemy 
soared high to its mark, whizzing through the air ; 
the stone fell from the air and crashed upon a head, 
knocking off the crest of a plumed helmet and 
snapping the neckstrap under the chin—the helmet 


@ Paraphrase of Hom. Jl. xvi. 856-857 = xxii. 362-363. 
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went rolling away and the man’s head was bare. 
Then not only men roared battle, but even the 
armoured horses joined in the noise, trumpeting 
Ares with bellicose whinny : and maiden Echo after- 
sounding answered the din of their hillranging throats 
with her stony lips, and whinnied too—mimicking 
their warlike notes. 

232 Many a corpse newly slain rolled over the fields, 
spitting out a hot stream of blood. Of the dying, 
some lay on their sides and died, one with belly torn 
open turned over on the wound, another rolled in the 
dust which was scattered on the ground, another 
died leaning upon his middle, this one trod upon the 
head of a man gasping on the ground, that one 
wounded in the throat fell with a groan and moved 
his feet about in a dance of death. Another lay 
on his face, and as if venting his rage on the slayer, 
opened his mouth and bit the earth with mad teeth. 
Another had been struck with a long steel blade, 
and his white tunic was red from a jet of gore. 
Another, as he fought, was shot in the thigh by a 
winged arrow from the bows drawn at him, and 
covered with blood. 

247 There was one of the enemy who pressed his 
trumpet to his lips in vain,* and sounded the call to 
attack, hoping to bring back into the battle his 
cowardly shrinking host. The Indians hearing the 
call poured back to the fray, and boldly began a 
new conflict, ashamed to appear without victory 
before their king. 

#53 A large company of warriors in panoply drove 
Aiacos apart, and surrounded him there. He stood 


* This word, pdrnv, makes nonsense, for the call was not 
sounded ‘in vain,” but a good emendation is yet to seek. 
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in the midst at their mercy ; no helmet nor shield 
nor corselet could have saved him from that assault, 
but Athena built all round him a defence in place of 
steel, his father’s impregnable clouds,* the same 
clouds which once had quenched the drought of the 
soil, and brought lifegiving water upon the thirsty 
earth, when Zeus sent the rain, so that the fertile 
furrows of sheafbearing earth were wedded to the 
plow. Thus the inspired man, surrounded by 
enemies, destroyed some with quickdarting spear, 
some with sword, some with jagged stones; the 
ground was red with the blood of slain Indians, and 
the corpses lay scattered in heaps by the blade of 
the unshaken man. One panted half-dead, one 
hammered the earth with his feet and rolled over 
helpless on his back, holding converse with fate his 
neighbour. They crowded the place, corpse lying as 
if fitted on corpse in rows, and cold bodies were 
warmed by the red gore from throats newly cut, end- 
less carnage. As they fell and fell, Earth darkened 
with pouring streams of blood lamented her sons, and 
cried with a torrent of words— 

276 “ Son of Zeus, beneficent butcher—for you are 
lord of the fruitbearing rain and the deluge of blood ! 
With rain you did irrigate all the productive orchards 
of Hellas, with gore you have deluged Indian fur- 
rows! Once stookbearing, now deathbearing ! Your 
deluge found corn-ears for the farmers, now you have 
reaped the Indian host, men like a ripe harvest ! 
You do both—bring rain from Zeus, and shower blood 
from Ares !”’ 


* He was the son of Zeus and Aegina. Zeus had sent rain 
ei a drought in Aegina, when Aeacus had made sacrifice 
to him. 
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284 So cried Earth, the mother of life. But Cronion 
sounded from heaven, the trumpet of Zeus called 
Aiacos to the slaughter of Indians with thunderclaps. 
There one of the enemy fixed his eye on Aiacos and 
let fly a shot: the arrow just grazed his thigh so as 
to scratch the skin, but Athena turned it aside. 
Aiacos felt no pain, and fought still more without 
ceasing among the Indians, after the arrow touched 
his thigh, like the light touch of a man’s nail which 
just scratches the skin. 

2983 One man got away on foot uncaught, running 
at full speed, and wished to get into the coppice not 
far off where he had been hidden before; but 
Erechtheus pursued him riding a windfoot horse. 
When he had caught him up so close that a front- 
fighter could aim his flying lance for a straight throw, 
the man turned about and faced him, awaiting the 
horseman on foot. He bent his knee, and planted 
his left foot on the ground turning sideways, lifted 
his right foot and stretched it behind, stiffened the 
toes of his right foot and pressed them firmly into 
the ground. He carried a sevenhide Indian shield 
like a tower, he carried a sharp naked sword ; holding 
the bronzeplated shield before his face the brave 
Indian faced his foe, ready to die or strike the man 
or pierce the horse with daring sword. As he came 
on the footman from one side struck up at the 
horse’s cheek with a knob of steel and unsettled the 
man above on his back, and he would have thrown 
the citizen of unmothered Athena; but Erechtheus 
struck him with a spear by his midnipple-tip, and 
with sharp-slaughtering bronze pierced the man 
through the middle and sent him flying till he fell 
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through the air to the ground, slipping headfore- 
most, and rolled over and over in the dust, and with 
a somersault took a header like a tumbling clown. 
There the Athenian left him in convulsions, and 
turned back his horse to attack other enemies.” 

320 (Oiagros was still fighting.) He bent his bow, 
fitted a shaft to the string, and drew it right back to 
the tip of the iron and let fly at the mark, trusting 
all hopes of victory to his bride Calliopeia, mother of 
a noble son. Nine longbarbed arrows he shot, nine 
men he slew—one number for the arrows let fly and 
the warriors killed. One flying shaft pierced a fore- 
head, one cut the round of a hairy breast, another 
fell on a flank, another upon a belly and dug deep 
into the hollow middle. Again one went through a 
side, another caught a running man on the sole of his 
storming foot and nailed the foot close fastened to 
the earth. Again he drew back a windswift shaft: and 
from that quiver another flew, and a shower of arrows 
went one after another hurtling through the air. As 
when a man hammers metal on a smith’s anvil, and 
rings the fiery clinks with unwearied sledge beating 
the mass below, the sparks leap out in showers, 
spurting when the iron is struck, and heat the air ; 
under blow after blow first one goes up then another, 
one leaps after another and catches it leaping in its 
fiery course: so he shooting at the Indian host 
before him scattered the warriors with arrows with- 
out respite, slaying on all sides with the incessant 
shafts. The centre of the line gave way before this 


« Some mention of Oiagros has fallen out, here restored 
from the suggestion of Graefe. 
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cloud of arrows and a space was left clear, like the 
crescent moon when it shines dim at either horn and 
fills the two ends with new-lighted sheen, marking 
off the middle of the orb with receding beams, and 
the two horns apart gleaming softly, but the middle 
orb of the moon marked off is yet seen to be bare. 
354 Nor did Aiacos slacken fight, that fearless ally 
of Dionysos, but he moved furious in the fray killing 
here and killing there ; he chased the people away 
from the plain and drove them into the river flood. 
The warriors gathered around him, alone in their 
midst, struck by their swords and not caring for sabre- 
stroke nor winged shot. With incessant swoops he 
reaped the iron harvest of black battle, that stirring 
hero, and fought them all, slaying some on the banks, 
some down in the river with battling hand. He filled 
the whole stream with corpses; white Hydaspes 
turned red, boiling with the blood of the slain. One 
man to escape the champion, rushing like the wind, 
dived of himself, tumbling into the stream ; many a 
corpse newly slain by that darting steel was carried 
floating upon the billowy flood with swollen limbs. 
The blood ran deep, and the Naiads washed in gory 
water, the black water reddened with clots of blood. 
Many threw away their spears in the river and offered 
supplication unarmed, this on the bank, that stretched 
on the sand, one again on land kneeling upright and 
bending an arched neck. But Aiacos threw up his 
head ¢ refusing their prayers, and let his unbending 
wrath grow against his adversaries. Not one Lycaon 
@ The Greek gesture of refusal was, and is, to throw back 


the head, being the opposite of nodding downwards in 
acceptance. 
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As Achilles killed Lyeaon, Hom. /f. xxi. 134. 
> Hom. 71. xxi. 116. 
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alone did he slay, a warrior unarmed and still praying 
for mercy“; but innumerable enemies he destroyed, 
rolling over and over on the earth with unweaponed 
hands, and defiled the running river: many a dead 
Asteropaios Hydaspes received.® 

384 Not without God’s help Aiacos also fought. As 
befitted the father of Peleus, he slew his enemies in 
the river, a watery battle, a conflict among the waves, 
as if to foretell the unfinished battle for Achilles ¢ in 
time to come at the river Camandros ?: the grand- 
father’s battle prophesied the grandson’s conflict. 

39 And a Naiad Nymph in the river unshod, un- 
veiled, peeped out of the stream and cried— 

392“ Kinsman of the Naiads! with the blood of 
Zeus in your veins! Pity the holy water of the river 
that fell from Zeus ! Indians enough your spear has 
destroyed. Cease to call for the tears from the tear- 
less Naiad Nymphs! A Naiad of the water was your 
own mother; yes, I hear that your Aigina was a 
river’s daughter. Think who brought you forth, and 
you will no longer defile a river. I will go away to 
another stream, one without stain, I will go down to 
the sea, and seaborn Thetis is ready to receive me. 
Let this river of blood be the care of Erinys and 
Dionysos.” 


© The son of Peleus. See Il. xxi. passim. 
4 Properly Scamandros. 
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In the twenty-third I sing Indian Hydaspes 
crossed, and the affray of water and fire. 


So spoke the Nymph, the Naiad of the waters, and 
soaked in blood plunged into the bloodstained water 
of her father. But Aiacos drove the barbarian hordes 
along the banks into the flood, striking with his 
sword ; the enemy pursued by the steel died in their 
rout and choked the river Hydaspes. Many a one in 
the flood stretched legs and arms in the manner of 
swimmers, and tried to escape his fate by cutting 
the stream with inexperienced hands, yet he was 
swallowed in the water ; one upon another swollen 
big with water there found a floating grave. 

11 But Aiacos had not long to wait on the bank of 
the shieldstrewn river, surrounded by all that multi- 
tude of deadly foes, for Dionysos Indianslayer was 
beside him at his need, shaking the sharpened wand. 
Then Aiacos laid low a great host besides, piercing 
them with unsparing spear ; furious as Ares he was 
by the side of his corseleted brother Dionysos. 

18 Then Dionysos joined with him in the watery 
battle, and brought a drowning death to his foes. If 
some man swam by cutting through the waves on 
his wellmade shield, he thrust him through the back 
as he swam. If an Indian showed fight half under 
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* See xx. 356. 
» Like Asteropaios, Hom. JI. xxi. 163. Nonnos has the 
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water and standing on the mud, he struck breast 
or neck with his wand, wading in among the drown- 
ing men; for he knew the deep bosom of the 
waters, ever since he fled from the murderous 
attack of Lycurgos, and ancient Nereus had enter- 
tained him in his billowy dwelling.* Many on this 
side and that plunged into the stream in fear of the 
hillranging son of Zeus. One stood upright with feet 
held firmly in the slimy mud, selfstuck, immovable, 
half-visible from loins to head ; then lifting the hidden 
fork of the thigh he fought better against Bromios in 
water than on land, for he cast two lances from his 
two hands®; one he let fly towards the bank, 
sending it up high, with Aiacos as his target, who 
was approaching; the other he poised and threw 
at Lyaios the invulnerable. Another stood firmly, 
covered to midbelly; and he could not escape, 
but the sharp wand struck him as he dragged his 
clogged feet through the fettering mud, and _ his 
soles were stayed in the sands. There was another, 
stopt by a wound in the calf; the river just 
reached his knee, and fought a wet warfare through 
the bloody water. Another rooted to the bottom 
was submerged over the chin, and tried to lift 
his feet so as to get a shoulder clear of the water, 
trying to escape the terrible flood which dashed 
in his face. Others with the whole body covered 
from the toes to the middle of the chest, or with 
both shoulders in the wet, or with red on the 
hair of his head,* awaited the threatening attack 


battle of Achilles by the river in his mind throughout this 
description. 

¢ Presumably from the blood-stained water but the 
reading is doubtful. 
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* Menoiceus son of Creon killed himself because the 
propher had foretold that his death would bring victory to 
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of the waves. Another with wet lips palpitating 
and grinning teeth sank into the deathdealing 
stream. 

52 Some proud Indian seeing his companions killed 
by long spear or sword, struck by a missile rock, 
pierced by the sharp leafwrapt thyrsus-wand, pointed 
out to Thureus the heaps of corpses—then in anguish 
tore his hair, bit his lips deep and was dumb, wild 
with blazing indignation. Born of barbarian blood 
and bred in barbarian manners, he quickly followed 
the example of Indian Orontes and killed himself. 
Baring his sword, he stript off the corselet, that im- 
pregnable defence in battle which kept off the 
missiles, and undismayed set the blade to his flank, 
as he uttered a last proud speech before the quick 
stroke of death: 

5 “ Belly, receive this friendly sword! Ishould be 
ashamed if I were killed by some unnatural unwarlike 
hand. I myself drive a willing blade into my own 
side, that my father may not reproach me brought 
low by a womanish wand, nor call Satyr or Bacchant 
my slayer !”’ 

70 As he spoke, he thrust the sword down into his 
darkskinned belly with resolute hands, as if he were 
piercing a stranger, and died self-slain, another 
Menoiceus * among his foes, ashamed to look again 
upon Deriades after this battle ; died a willing death 
with tearless eyes, and showed himself a brazen 
Ajias © but that he was not mad. 

76 The carnage was infinite; Hydaspes covered 

> Aias, son of Telamon, went mad with disappointment 
when the arms of Achilles were given to Odysseus instead of 
him. Recovering his senses, he found he had killed sheep, 
taking them for his enemies, and killed himself for shame. 
See Soph. Aias. 
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@ River Don. 

> Phaéthon when struck by the thunderbolt fell into the 
Eridanos, which “ is nowhere at all but said to be somewhere 
near the Po,” says Strabo v. 1.9. Nonnos scems obsessed 
by this story, to which he recurs several times, finally telling 
it at length in book xxxviii.. The mention of amber in con- 
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the dead with his reluctant flood, and became their 
tomb. Then one within the river cried out his last 
reproach : 

7 “ You too, father! why do you drown your 
sons? I have often made war against Bactrians, but 
Median Araxes never destroyed a Median army. 
Persian Euphrates never drowned his neighbours, 
the Persians. Often I have had war under the 
Tauros, but Cydnos never made his bosom the tomb 
of Cilicians in war. Tanais never arms icy petrified 
waters against the Sauromatans on his banks, but often 
attacked their enemies the Colchians with torrential 
war, and laid them low with his frozen armament. 
Eridanos was happier than you, in that he swallowed 
a foreigner, Phaéthon? in his flood, not one of his own 
people; he drowned no Gaul, he entombed no Celt, but 
brings wealth from his trees to the friends who live 
near him as he rolls along the brilliant amber gifts of 
the Heliades. Iberian Rhine ¢ does indeed attack his 
own sons, but as a judge, when he marks off the 
illicit offspring of his race and kills the stranger-brat ; 
but you swallow up the lawful sons of your own 
perishing people—you drown no bastard blood. How 
dare you mingle with other rivers, with your Father 
Ocean himself and Tethys your mother, rolling down 
a flood of gore in bloody streams? Have some 
nexion with Eridanos suggests that it has been confused 
with some North European river. 

. Hea Nonnos imagined either that the Rhine 
was in Spain or that the Iberians’ territory extended through 
Gaul to its banks. It was said in late antiquity (see Julian, 
Orat. p. 81d Sp.; pseudo-Julian, Ep. exci. 16; Claudian 
v. 112; more references and good parallels in Frazer, Folk- 
lore of O.T. ii. 454-455) that the ‘“‘ Celts ” used to throw their 
infant children into the Rhine, for a true-born child would 
float quite safely, but a bastard would drown. 
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reverence, do not pollute Poseidon with dead bodies. 
Your river is worse than Bromios, his wands do not 
beat me so hard as your waves beat me!” 

104 As he spoke, he received the last water, which 
brought him unhappy fate, 

105 The river was full of armour. The swollen bodies 
were floating in crowds: the helmet under way half 
visible, sinking little by little and crest trailing on 
the water, its owner lost. Leathern shields sailed 
along flat, tossing upon the waves in rows here and 
there, their long slings afloat like ships’ hawsers. 
Here a man is dragged down to the depths in his 
soaking garments by the weight of his corselet and 
his arms. 

113 Dionysos would never have recalled his men 
from the battle, if he had not killed that whole army 
with his fleshpiercing wand, leaving only one to tell 
the news that all were dead. Thureus alone he left 
to be a godfearing witness of the victory. 

17 But when Hera perceived the carnage and de- 
vastation of the Indians, she flew from heaven, and 
quickly along the path on high scored the air with 
windswift sole. In Anatolia she alighted, and drove 
Indian Hydaspes to stir up bloody strife against 
Dionysos. 

122 When Eastern Ares of barbarian speech had 
bent the knee, then the company of Bacchoi was 
fashioning all sorts of machines of navigation and 
crossed the tranquil waves. The god led them in his 
landchariot, driving this makeshift vessel over the 
flood, while the panthers trod the water of Hydaspes 
without wetting a hoof. The armies made their 
voyage over a waveless river, one rowing a strong- 
bound Indian raft, one steering a skiff along the 
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watery path, some native boat of networking fisher- 
men which he had seized. Another played the 
mariner under strange pretences. He lashed together 
a number of logs with workmanlike knots, and made 
the timber roots and all serve as a freighter without 
rudder, without sail, without oars, asking no help 
from speed-the-ship Boreas—for he held his spear 
upright and plunged it under water into the deep 
pools : so navigated the spearpunting shipman of a 
watercrossing host. There was another new kind of 
navigation, and another sham boat, when one cut the 
waters, dry on a floating shield, with the sling for 
painter, and so pursued his shieldshaking course. 

142 ‘The cavalry also marched into the river ; the 
horses swam with their feet while the riders sat 
on their backs. As the horse swam a wet journey 
with his agile feet, only his neck rose high and dry 
out of the water as he carried the rider aloft upon 
his flanks. 

147 Next came the doughty footmen who had no 
boat. They filled swelling skins with artificial wind, 
and on these leathery bags crossed Indian Hydaspes, 
while the skins teeming with wind bore them along. 

151 Now Parrhasian Pan crossed the surface of the 
calm river on his goat’s feet; Lycos guided the 
horses of the sea in his father’s fourhorse chariot 
unwetted ; and Scelmis drove across the waveless 
river along with Damnameneus his brother. Some 
one else leapt on the back of a bull and made him 
march into the river quick as the wind, guiding him 
on his way with his crook, as the beast scored the 
quiet water with his hooves. The old Seilenoi went 


2 Nonnos was no horsemaster; a cavalry-man would swim 
or wade beside his mount. 
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voyaging on the deep paddling Hydaspes with foot 
and hand. 

162 Now old Hydaspes poured out a gushing cry, 
and shouted for help to a watery brother, as he 
uttered these menacing words from his manyfoun- 
tained throat ¢: 

165 “ Lazy brother, how long is your stream to 
crawl in silence ? Rear your waves, and overwhelm 
Dionysos, that we may swallow his host of footmen 
under the waters! It is a disgrace for you and me 
when the warriors of Bromios pass through my flood 
with unwetted shoes. You also, Aiolos ’—grant me 
this boon, arm your stormy winds to be champions 
against my foes, to fight with the Satyrs, because 
their host has marched through the waters and made 
a highroad of Hydaspes for landchariots, because 
they drive a watery course through my stream! 
Arm your winds against my ferryman Lyaios! Let 
the Satyrs’ host be caught in the flood, let my river 
receive the chariot, let the charioteers be rolled in 
my flood, let the riders be swallowed in the mad 
waves! I will not suffer this unnatural passage to 
be unavenged : for both you and me it is a disgrace, 
when the warriors of Bromios have made a path for 
footmen and drivers high and dry! . . . I will destroy 
the water-traversing lions of Dionysos ! 

183 “ Tell me, why was my river made a highway ? 
Why does the Naiad in the watery depths of my flood 
hear whinnying, why does the horse’s hoof crush the 
fish’s back? I am ashamed to mingle with other 
rivers, when women cross me with unwetted shoes. 
Never have Indians been so bold as to scrape my 


2 So Scamandros calls for help to his brother Simoeis ; 
Hom. Jl. xxi. 308. > The wind-god. 
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streams with towering chariots, never has Deriades 
scored his father’s water with his huge equipage, 
seated on the nape of highcrested elephants ! ” 

182 As he spoke, he curved his own stream, and leapt 
upon Bacchos with a volley of foaming surf. A storm 
of watery trumpets bellowed from the battling waves; 
the river moaned as it raised the water high, battling 
against the Satyrs. Amid the roaring tumult, the 
Bassarid in her rich garb shook the cymbals out of 
her hands, swung her feet round, shook off the yellow 
trusses of the stitched shoes from her paddling foot, 
while the windswept waves rose to the head of the 
swimming Bacchant and drenched her curling hair. 
Another overwhelmed threw off her soaking robes, 
and gave her fawnskins to the swelling water, as the 
mass of the curving stream rolled over her chest, 
black against the rosy nipple. A Satyr paddling the 
flood with his hands waggled his wet tail straight out 
through the water. Maron carried swiftly along by 
the rushing water, paddled the drunken feet of his 
old legs, and left in the waves his leather bottle full 
of delicious wine. The syrinx of Pan was floating on 
the surface and rolling of itself on the waves, tossed 
about beside the double pipes ; the hair of shaggy 
Seilenos flowed over his neck and jumped about in 
rivalry. 

215 ‘The river moaned, dragging the mud in its rush 
and pouring its alien water yellow over the land, a 
challenge to watery war for Dionysos. The tumultu- 
ous flood, met by a counterblast of wind, piled up 
high as the clouds and soaked the air, as it leapt 
down upon Dionysos with foaming surf. Not so 
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furiously roared the war-mad water of Simoeis, not so 
defiantly rushed Camandros to overwhelm Achilles 
with rolling flood, as then Hydaspes pursued the 
army of Bacchos. 

225 Then Dionysos shouted to the river in rage : 

226 ““ Why do you drive against the son of Zeus, you 
whose waters are fed by Zeus? If it be my pleasure, 
Rainy Zeus my father will dry up your flood. You, 
sprung from the clouds of Cronides my father, per- 
secute the offspring of Cloudgatherer Zeus ! Beware 
the stroke of my father’s thunderbolt of delivery, 
beware lest he raise against you the lightning which 
gave Bromios birth! Take care that you be not 
dubbed Heavyknee, like Asopos!® Quiet your flood 
while I yet control my wrath. Your waters rise 
against fires, and you cannot endure one spark of the 
blazing thunderbolt. 

236 “ And if it is Asterié ° your wife that makes 
you so proud, because she has the blood of Hyperion’s 
heavenly kin, my father burnt with fire the bold son 
of Helios ¢ the fiery charioteer, when he drove the 
team through heaven; Hyperion dispenser of fire 
had to mourn his own son dead: he did not make 
war on my father for Phaéthon’s sake, he did not 
lift fire against fire even if he is lord of fire. If your 
Oceanos makes you so haughty, consider Eridanos 
struck by the bolt of Zeus, your brother burnt with 
fire : a cruel sorrow it was for your watery ancestor, 
who is girdled by the world’s rim, who pours all 
those mighty streams of water to possess the earth, 
when he saw his own son burnt up and made no war 
on Olympos, nor contended with his flood against the 


> See xiii. 217. © Astris, see xvii. 282. 
4 See xxxviii. 410 ff. 
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° Appropriate, since in fennel Prometheus fetched fire to 
earth. 
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firebarbed thunderbolt. Pray spare your waters 
awhile, or I may see you, Hydaspes, burnt up in 
fiery flames like Eridanos.” 

22 These words made deeproaring Hydaspes more 
angry than ever, and he poured out his highswollen 
water in yet stronger waves. And now he would 
have engulfed the whole company of sobered Bac- 
chants, had not Bacchos defended them. From a 
neighbouring coppice he pulled a firebearing stalk of 
fennel,? and holding it towards the Dawn he warmed 
it at the sun; the combustible stalk conceived a 
spark in itself and brought forth a woodborn fire. 
Then he threw it into the stream. The river caught 
fire of this menacing torch, and the water boiled up 
against the banks ; clouds of smoke went up scatter- 
ing into the air from burning lotus and shrivelling 
galingale. Fire consumed the rushes; the reek of the 
sooty smoke curling in whirling circles intoxicated 
the heavenly vaults, and all the wood was blackened 
by the fragrant breezes of the smitten reeds.? 

67 The blaze spread to the deeps. Burning fishes 
hid themselves in the mud ; the soaking slime kindled 
the wet and boiled, as the swimming spark of fire ran 
under water, and from the deep channels poured 
abroad a fiery smoke mixt with watery steam. 
Companies of Hydriads* were driven naked from 
their homes under the waves, swift-footed, bare, 
unveiled. One Naiad, renouncing her native water 
now on fire, dived unveiled into the unfamiliar 
Ganges; another with dry limbs sought a home 
in noisy Indian Acesines?; another Naiad nymph 


> He means smitten as by lightning, cf. xxiv. 272; this is 
from II. ii. 780. 
¢ Water-nymphs. 4 River Chenab. 
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@ River Kherkah. 

* Oceanos means that he will upset all the celestial ar- 
rangements and reverse the catasterisms, or metamorphoses 
of persons and things to constellations, which are an import- 
ant part of late mythology. He will wet the Great Bear 
(294-295) which never touches his waters, ie. never sets 
(Hom. Od. v. 275, and a hundred later passages; it had 
ceased to be exactly true about 1000 u.c.): he will make 
the constellation of the Dolphin into a real dolphin swimming 
in the sea (297), which it once was until it was made a con- 
stellation for helping Poseidon to find Amphitrite, udo- 
Eratosthenes, Catast. xxxi.: he will bring Eridenos back again 
to the region of the Po (cf. on 89),—it is odd that an Egyptian 
misses the chance to cal] it by its other name of Nile, see ps.- 
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wandering over the mountains, a maiden unveiled 
and unshod, was received by Choaspes ? near Persia. 

280 Oceanos also cried out against Dionysos in 
menacing words, pouring a watery roar from his 
manystream throat, and deluging the shores of the 
world with the flood of words which issued from his 
everlasting mouth like a fountain : 

284 “ Q Tethys ! agemate and bedmate of Oceanos, 
ancient as the world, nurse of commingled waters, 
selfborn, loving mother of children, what shall we 
do? Now Rainy Zeus blazes in arms against me and 
your children. Even as Asopos found the Father Zeus 
Cronion his destroyer, in the bastard shape of a bird, 
so Hydaspes has found Bacchos the son. Nay, I will 
bring my water against the lightnings of Zeus, and 
drown the fiery sun in my quenching flood, I will put 
out the stars of heaven! Cronion shall see me over- 
whelm Selene with my roaring streams. Under the 
region of the Bear, I will wash with my waters the 
ends of the axle and the dry track of the Wain.? 
The heavenly Dolphin, which long ago swam in my 
Erat. xxxvii., but Nonnos follows Aratos as to the name of this 
constellation, which is near the feet of Orion and often simp] 
called the River. He will get the Fishes, Pisces (302), bac 
again where they were before they were rewarded for helping 
the goddess Derceto out of the water, ps.-Erat. xxxviii. He will 
treat the Bull (305) in like manner, ef. i. 46 ff. for his story, 
and Euripides cited by ps.-Erat. xiv. for his transformation 
into the constellation Taurus. Cepheus and Bodtes (311) are 
of course the well-known constellations so called, but 312 
is obscure, unless it is a reference, against all chronology, 
mythical and historical, to the great tidal wave which 
destroyed Helice and Bura in 373 s.c., Arist. Meteor. ii. 
368 b 6, Strabo viii. 7. 2. In 314 he refersto the transforma- 
tion of the she-goat Amaltheia which suckled Zeus into the 
constellation Capra or Capella, ps.-Erat. xiii. The Water- 
man in 315 is the zodiacal constellation Aquarius. 
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deep sea, I will make to swim once more, and cover 
him with new seas. I will drag down from heaven 
the fiery Eridanos * whose course is among the stars, 
and bring him back to a new home in the Celtic 
land: he shall be water again, and the sky shall be 
bare of the river of fire. The starry Fishes that 
swim on high I will pull into the sea and make them 
mine again, to swim in water instead of Olympos. 

303 “ Tethys, awake! We will drown the stars in 
water, that I may see the Bull, who once swam over 
a waveless sea, tossed on stormier waves in the paths 
of the waters after the bed of Europa. Selene her- 
self, bullshaped and horned driver of cattle, may be 
angry to see my horned bullshaped form. I will 
travel high into the heaven, that I may behold 
Cepheus drenched and the Waggoner in soaking 
tunic, as Earthshaker once did when about Corinth 
soaking Ares once boldly shouted defiance of battle 
against the stars! I will swallow the shining Goat, 
the nurse of Zeus, and I will offer infinite water to 
the Waterman as a suitable gift ! 

316 “* Get ready, Tethys, and you, O Sea! for Zeus 
has been delivered of a base son in bull shape, to 
destroy all rivers and all creatures together, all 
blameless : the thyrsus wand has slain the Indians, 
the torch has burnt Hydaspes ! ” 

320 So he cried blustering in a flood of speech from 
his deep waves. 

* The Milky Way. 
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The twenty-fourth has the infinite mourning of 
the Indians, and the shuttle and distaff of 
Aphrodite working at the loom. 


Farner Zeus turned aside the menace of his angry 
son, for he massed the clouds and flung out a thunder- 
clap ; he stayed the flaming attack of Dionysos, and 
calmed the anger of boundless Ocean. Hera also 
made an infinite noise resound through the air, to 
restrain the wrath of Dionysos’s fiery power. 

7 Then old Hydaspes held out a wet hand to merci- 
ful Bacchos, and appealed to the fiery son of Zeus in 
words that bubbled out of his lips : 

10 “ Spare me, Dionysos, the river fed from Zeus ! 
Be gracious to my fertilizing waters! for your own 
goodly fruitage of grapes has grown up from water. 
I have sinned, Dionysos, nurseling of fire! for the 
gleam of your torches has proclaimed your divine 
lineage. But love for my children constrained me. 
To keep faith with Deriades my son I brought up my 
threatening surf, to help perishing Indians I rolled 
my waves. 

18 ““T am ashamed to appear before my father, 
because the murmuring stream which I draw is 
mingled with blood, and I pollute Poseidaon with 


VOL. II Q 225 


NONNOS 


TovTS pe, TooTO Kopvacer épidpaivew Avovvow. 

mpos S€ Teod feviowo Kai ixeaiow ToKHos, 

aidco madAdloita req mupi Beppov ‘Yédorny. 
Nyddes devyovow pov poov audi b€ myyas 

 pev vacetaes diepov Sopov, 7 8° evi AOxpass 25 
atvvopos ‘Adpuddecar dutov peta mévrov apeiBa, 
GAAy 8 "Ivdov €xet perardonios, 7 5€ duyotca 
mogat Koviopevoiaw €ducato dupada métpny 
Kavxaainy, érépy d€ petaigaca Kodomnvy 

vater feiva péeOpa Kai odxért mdtpiov vdwp. 30 
pi) KaAdpous oAécetas, €uw@v BAdornpa podwy, 

olaw defopevorow €pecderat olvados dopant 
apredvets: Sdvaxes yap én’ adArAown Sebdrres 
bpetépyy evudpov edAadpilovaw onwpyy: 

pn dovaxas PAckeras, bev ado Muyddves avAoi, 35 
Hy) Tore cot pépyiatro ter diAcdpodros "AOnvy, 

y tote Dopyetwy BAoovpoy pipnpa Kaprvwr 
Pbeyyopevwy AiBuv ebpev opolvyéwy tUmov avAdy: 
Kal ceo pvotimoAco KuBepvijtetpay aowys 

Ilanddos avpryyos opofpoor aideo poAmyy: 40 
Aijye Te@ vapOnKt poov ToTapoio papaivuy, 

OTT poos ToTapoio Teovs vapOnKas acket. 

od £€vov oldua mépyoas ézunvpov: ddMogun yap 
GMov éyw Atovvaov €nois daidpuva Avertpois, 
éttAot€pov Bpopiowo depwrupor, etre Kpoview 45 
Zaypéa madoxsporow epais rapaxarbeto Nvpdpats: 
kal od dépets Zaypijos cAov b€yas: GAAa av Keivw 
03 Xdpw ocyiréAcorov, GOev méAes* apxeyovov yap 


DIONYSIACA, XXIV. 21-48 


clots of gore ; this it was, only this that armed me 
to strive against Dionysos. By your father, pro- 
tector of guests and suppliants, have mercy on 
Hydaspes, now hot and boiling with your fire ! 

24 “ The Naiads flee from my stream: one dwells 
in a watery home at my source, one leaves the deep 
for the thicket, and stays with Hadryads in the 
woods ; another migrates to the Indos, another 
escapes on dusty feet to hide among the thirsty rocks 
of Caucasos,? or passing to Choaspes dwells in strange 
rivers and in her father’s water no longer. 

31 ‘“ Destroy not my canes, the growth of my 
streams, which grow up to support the shoots 
and grapes of your vine! Do not the reeds tied 
together carry your. well-watered fruit? Burn not 
my reeds, which make your Mygdonian hoboys, or 
your musical Athena may reproach you one day : she 
who invented the Libyan double pipes, to imitate 
with their tootle the voices of the Gorgons’ grim 
heads. Spare the harmonious tune of the pans- 
pipes which guides your own mystic song! Cease 
wasting the river stream with your fennel, when the 
stream of the river makes your fennels to grow! 

43 “ The stream you have crossed is no stranger 
to your name ; for I have washed another Dionysos 
in my bath, with the same name as the younger 
Bromios, when Cronion entrusted Zagreus ° to the 
care of my nursing nymphs; why, you have the 
whole shape of Zagreus. Grant this favour then, 
although so long after, to him from whom you are 

@ Hindu Kush, not the real Caucasus. 

> Pindar, Pyth. xii. 12. 6. 

° Cf. v. 563 ff., vi. 155 ff. Zagreus has nothing whatever 


to do with the Hydaspes, outside of Nonnos’s own fancy or 
that of some Alexandrian whom he may be imitating. 
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® Zeus swallowed Zagreus’s heart before coming to Semele, 
hence Dionysos is Zagreus reborn. 
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sprung ; for you came from the heart ¢ of that first- 
born Dionysos, so celebrated. Respect the water 
of your Lamos® who cherished your childhood ; 
remember Maionia your own country, for Hydaspes 
is brother of your charming Pactolos. Grant now 
this one boon to all these rivers, my brothers, and 
withdraw your flame. Burn not with fire my 
watery stream, for the watery fire of your Zeus, 
the lightning, came out of water!* Calm your 
anger, because [ fall at your knees: see, I have 
smoothed my flood into peaceful prayer! If 
Typhoeus in rebellion had bent his bold neck and 
submitted, your father Zeus, Lord in the highest, 
would have checked his lightning, his overwhelming 
threat would have been cast aside and forgotten.” 

62 When he had ended, Dionysos drew back his 
torch. A wind from the north began to ruffle the 
waters with winter’s lash, bringing bleak airs and cool- 
ing the firestruck stream of the river, and honoured 
Helios and Bacchos and Zeus together by quenching 
the unquenchable divine fire of the surf. 

68 While Bacchos was still crossing the waters of 
Hydaspes, Deriades with the courage of Ares armed 
the Indians for a vast effort of battle, as a Battle- 
down of his name should do. He posted his com- 
panies beside the river, that the warriors might 
repel by force the Bacchoi as they still climbed up. 
Nor did the allseeing eye of Zeus fail to see him: 
quickly he swooped down from Heaven to hold a 
shield before Dionysos. With Zeus came all the 
gods who dwell in Olympos, one after another, in a 
flying leap, to help their own. 

> A river in Cilicia. 
¢ Because it comes out of clouds, 7.e. water-vapour. 
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* Of. xiii. 201. > Cy. xiii, 253. * CY. xiv. 92. 
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77 Zeus as once before by the river Asopos, for 
the sake of Aigina’s bed,? sailed now .as an eagle 
flying high; and like a bird of prey caught up Aiacos 
in gentle talons, and carried him to the Indian land 
for battle with Deriades. Apollo ® the father saved 
Aristaios the son from the broad gulf, riding brilliant 
in his car drawn by the bane-averting swans ; for 
he remembered the bower of lionslaying Cyrene. 
Hermes * Longwing caught up and held his own 
child, the son of Penelope, hornstrong hairy Pan. 
Urania 4 saved Hymenaios from destruction, because 
he had the same name as her own creative son, and 
scored the airy paths like a moving star, to please 
Dionysos, her brother of the grapes. Calliope ¢ lifted 
Oiagros upon her shoulders. Hephaistos / took care 
of his sons the Cabeiroi, and caught up both, like a 
flying firebrand. Pallas Athena the Attic goddess 
saved Erechtheus the Indians’ bane, the citizen of 
god-founded Athens. All the denizens of Olympos 
who cared for their beloved oaks, rescued Ha- 
dryad nymphs; and most especially laurel-Apollo 
appeared and saved the laurel-nymphs 2; and Leto 
his mother stood by her son and helped them, for she 
still honoured the tree which helped her childbirth.” 
The company of Bassarids and the ivycrowned 
women were saved from the roaring turmoil of the 
deeps, by the daughters of Cydnos, the river that 


4 Cf. xiii. 84. Hymenaios son of Urania (or some other 
Muse) and Hymenaios the mortal (of Boeotia or elsewhere) 
are really not namesakes but the same person, a godling 
made up out of the unintelligible marriage-cry & dpi 
bpuevace. 

© Of. xiii. ree 

5 Cf. xiv. 17 ff. 9 Cf. ii. 108. 

» The Delian palm, [Hom.] Hymn to Apollo 117. 
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loved the West Wind, since they knew the ways of 
the floating waters ; these his father had given to 
Bacchos for victory in the Indian War, Naiads well 
skilled in warfare, whom Cilician Typhoeus had taught 
battle while he was fighting against Cronion. 

109 The whole host followed, but where all pressed 
forward, Euios ¢ was in front, cutting the stream in 
his highland car and never wetting the axle. The 
Satyrs attended his passage, and with them Bacchant 
women and Pans passed through the water; but 
far quicker than the rest came the Telchines behind 
their seabred horses, driving their father’s car,” 
firmly based on the sea, and they kept close to 
Dionysos as he sped along. Others were behind, 
thronging over the ford, but they came up the bank 
by another road unseen where a god led: for there 
was an eagle full in view, gently flapping its wings, 
Zeus, who led them through the mountains, while 
he carried his son Aiacos aloft with gentle talons 
traversing the high path of the air. 

123 They leapt about dancing on the Indian crags, 
along the rocky paths ; then they built shelters un- 
disturbed in the dark forest, and spent the night 
among the trees. . . . Some went deerhunting with 
dogs after the long-antlered stags: the Hydriad 
water-nymphs of plantloving Dionysos mingled with 
the Hamadryads of the trees. Groups of Bassarids in 
this Erythraian wilderness suckled cubs ¢ of a moun- 
tain lioness, and the juicy milk flowed of itself out 
of their breasts. One searched the hills for the holes 
of poisonous serpents to satisfy her longing for a 
wreath of vipers, and showed how well she could hunt. 


* Dionysos. > Cf. on xxi. 197. 
¢ Imitated from Eur. Bacch. 699 ff. 


233 


NONNOS 


Onpoodyay 8° dvégawer- dxovrarype 5€ Ovpow 
ev veBpov Barrer deAddrrov: 9 8€ Aabotca 138 


Guan Avoonerte xarédpape Avaaddos dpxtov: 

7 S€ preAappivwy paxins €dpdfaro Onpav 

Kai Aopins éwéBawev Opecaivopwv éAchdytwy. 

Kat tis ovatoBoAwy Bédos Tppoge wuwrdbds veupy 

Kat wreAdny zokevev’ 6 5€ axorow elyey édainv: 140 
Kai mituv adAos éBadre- Todvs 5’ ém yeirova TmevKTV 
TepTOpEvwY oupilew ev me ps poilos orev. 

Totoe pev €Bpepe xaos OPIKTUTOS.. dxvipevos be 
Anpiady Bacwrye dveayyeAos ixeTo Qoupeus, 
Sdxpvow adboyyovow arayyéMwy dovov *brdav, 145 
Kai poyis ex oToparey dveveixato TrevOdda dwvyy" 

 Anpiddy oxnTTovXe, Genyevés Epos "Evvois, 
nopev, as exéXevaas, €s avrimépavay épinvny, 
evpojiev €v Bjoonow épnpdda yetrova Adxpyv: 
Kei Adyov atiaarres épipvopey, eiaoxev €ABn 150 
Bupoopays Atovvaos: évepyopévoio b€ Bdxyou 
avdAos emeapapayyaey, adeynjrou be Boeins 
TunToperns exdrepber € énv yaAxoxpotos nxw 
Kal Kavay7) avpiyyos" oan a édeAiLero Aoxpy 
Kal dSpves éb0eyEarto Kai epxioarro nxodmvat: = -:155 
Nyiddes 8 odoAvEar. § eyw 5 €xopvoga paxnras, 
oxvaddous, Tpojéovtus, ameHeas ets wobov EAxwr. 
Kal Beds, dv Kaddovaw, axaypeva OUpaa Twacowr, 
obridarois merdAovow cvatevww yévos "lvdav, 
KTeive prev ev media oT parov dometov o€ét Oipow 160 
BArjpevov, ev poBios S€ 76 Acipavov wreaev "lvdav. 
GAAa codods Bpaypfvas epetopev, 6dpa daeins, 





* The first indication that Nonnos knows anything of 
India. He might have read of Brahmans in Philostratos’s 
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One cast her wand and hit a stormfoot fawn. One 
approached unseen, and ran down a mad she-bear 
with maddened leaps. One clutched at the back 
of some elephant of the mountains, and climbed on 
the nape of the blackskinned beast. Sometimes an 
archer fitted a shaft to the string of his rounded bow 
and shot at an elmtree, or aimed at an olivetree, 
another hit a pine ; showers of arrows went whizzing 
and buzzing through the air at the firtrees hard by. 

143 While the noise of their revels resounded among 
the hills, Thureus returned unhappy to King Deriades 
with bad tidings. His tears told the carnage of the 
Indians without words, but at last he let his sorrowful 
voice be heard : 

147 “ May it please your Majesty, Deriades our 
King, and divine offspring of Enyo! We went as 
commanded to the opposite hill, and in the forest 
glades we found the neighbouring thickets empty. 
There we laid our ambush and waited for thyrsusmad 
Dionysos to come. When Bacchos came near, the 
pipes were sounded, the raw drumskin was beaten, 
on either side was the noise of beaten brass and 
the wail of the syrinx. The whole forest trembled, 
the oaktrees uttered voices and the hills danced, the 
Naiads sang alleluia. I put the men under arms, 
led them to battle hesitating, trembling, unwilling. 
And the god, as they call him, shaking the sharpened 
wand, sent volleys of ignoble leaves upon the Indian 
nation, slew an infinite host on the plain pierced by 
the sharp wands, and destroyed what was left of us 
in the wild waters. 

162 “* Come now, let us ask our learned Brahmans,* 


Life of Apollonios of Tyana, or a score of other popular 
books. 
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that you may learn if this be a god come against us 
or a mortal man. Do not stir up a useless war by 
night, do not destroy your hosts fighting in the dark- 
ness. Already the misty gloom is stretched over us ; 
there is the evening star clear before our eyes, 
shining to check the conflict. If your desire is set 
upon this formidable fray, hold back the Indians 
to-day and to-morrow you lead them to battle.” 

170 His words convinced Deriades, though loath to 
be convinced. No weakness made him consent; he 
yielded not to Lyaios, he blamed the setting sun. 
Proud Deriades retreated mad with sorrow, seated 
on the neck of his retreating elephants, and withdrew 
the Indian host from the river. Along with their 
gigantic king, the Indians everywhere made haste 
to take refuge in the city, hearing behind their 
walls of the victory of warmad Dionysos. 

1799 For already a lamentable rumour was flying 
through the city, which told of the late massacre of 
their kinsmen Indians. There was infinite wailing 
then. Dirgefond women tore their cheeks with their 
nails in mourning ; they rent off the garments from 
their bodies and bared their chests, beating their 
circled breasts with this hand and that until the 
blows made the blood flow. That gray old man on the 
threshold of old age cut off his snowy hair with the 
knife of sorrow, when he heard how four sons had 
perished in their prime, a pitiable death indeed, 
brought low by Aiacos and his terrible sword alone. 
Women in heavy affliction mourned one her brother, 
and one her father; there was a bride bathed in 
tears lamenting her bridegroom lately wedded with 
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* Bride of the first man killed before Troy. She besought 
the gods to send him back to her, was allowed to sce him 
again: for three hours, and died of grief or killed herself 
when he died again. 
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dancing, another Laodameia® with her Protesilaos : 
the newmade bride unveiled, unkempt, tore the 
clusters of her hair. 

196 One Indian wife, despairing at her husband’s fall, 
when the full time of her labour was near and she saw 
now the delivering circle of the tenth moon, sorrowed 
with many tears for her man’s death in the water, and 
cried out in lamentable tones against the hateful 
river : 

20 “* Never again will I drink the bitter Hydaspes 
of my country! Never will I walk beside his water, 
never—woe’s me—will I touch the river which 
drowned your body! I swear it by you, and your 
burden which I carry in my womb, I swear by you and 
the love which time cannot wither! Who will take 
me and bring me where my dead husband fell, that I 
may embrace the dripping body, that the wave may 
swallow me too and drown me beside my man! O 
that I had born a son and reared him! But woe is 
me, my womb still carries the ripening burden. And 
if I ever do bear a son, and he asks for his father, how 
can I point to his father when the boy cries for 
daddy ?” 

213 So she lamented the husband who could not 
hear. Another mourned for a bridal never hallowed, 
her wooer lost, who never saw the happy hour of 
wedding decked with the bridegroom’s garland, who 
never heard in the bridal chamber the sweet music 
of love’s quickening pipes.? 

218 So they sorrowed and wailed. Butin the forest, 
Bacchos held a feast with his Satyrs and Indian- 
slaying warriors: bulls were slaughtered, rows of 
heifers were struck with axes and cut up with knives, 


> This postulates a Greek, not a Hindu wedding. 
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whole flocks of sheep were killed from the captured 
Erythraian herds. Seilenoi and Satyrs settled in 
companies round the table with the god of the 
thyrsus, all with multitudinous hands partook of 
the same food. Infinite wine was drunk by all in 
order ; the servers emptied endless fragrant jars as 
they drew the nectarean juice of the perfect grape. 

30 So they rejoiced, while Leucos the selftaught 
Lesbian singer wove his lay beside the mixing-bowl, 
how the older Titans armed themselves against 
Olympos. He sang the true victory of Zeus potent in 
the Heights, how broadbeard Cronos sank under the 
thunderbolt, and Zeus sealed him deep in the dark 
Tartarean pit, armed in vain with the watery weapons 
of the storm. 

237 Lapethos, a dweller in the unarmed Cyprian 
land, sat next to the inspired minstrel, and he passed 
him a fat portion of meat, begging him to sing a 
pleasant story that never-silent Athens loves, the 
weaving-match between Athena and Cythereia. 

242 So he struck up his harp and began to sing of 
Cypris,®? howshe once felt thesting of ambition and fell 
in love with the distaff, how she tried Athena’s loom 
with unpractised hands and lifted the shuttle, no longer 
the girdle of love. The Paphian spun a coarse thread, 
like the long cord of twisted withies which the old 
roper makes by his craft in long stretches, to tighten 
the gaping planks of a ship newly finished. Then all 
day and all night long by the loom she undid the work 
of Pallas, and roughened her soft hands with a strange 
unwonted labour ; she hung the dangling stone from 


* As usual, the mythological Cronos and the astrological 
associations of the planet Saturn are mixed. 
> The story is elsewhere unknown. 
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¢ Nonnos sie more of spinning and weaving than of 
many of the subjects on which he touches in his poem ; 
perhaps he had watched his daughter, if he had one, or some 
other little girl being taught the most characteristic tasks of 
a Greek woman. Aphrodite begins by trying to spin the 
raw wool into thread, but, not knowing enough to guide it 
poe with her fingers, ‘she cannot get it fine and smooth, 

ut spins it coarse and lumpy, more like a rope of withies 
than real thread. This finished, she fastens her makeshift 
product to the beam of the old-fashioned upright loom (a 
modified form of which is still in use in some parts of Greece) 
and attaches to each thread a loom-weight of stone to keep it 
taut. This is the warp; she keeps its component threads 
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the beam,? and parted the threads of the stuff with 
the comb’s many teeth, and wove the cloth with her 
shuttle, and so Cypris turned Athena. There was no 
laughing over that task ; but as the cloth was woven, 
the monstrous thread pulled across swelled out and 
thickened the stuff, so that the warpthreads burst of 
themselves. Witnesses for the double labour of her 
skill were the Sun, and the lamp, and the Moon of 
her necessity. The dancers of Orchomenos ° who were 
attendants upon the Paphian had no dancing then to 
do ; but Pasithea made the spindle run round, Peitho 
dressed the wool, Aglaia gave thread and yarn to her 
mistress. And weddings went all astray in human life. 
Time, the ancient who guides our existence, was dis- 
turbed, and lamented the bond of wedlock used no 
more ; Eros unhonoured loosed his fiery bowstring, 
when he saw the world’s furrow unplowed and unfruit- 
ful. Then the harp made no lovely music, the syrinx 
did not sound, the clear pipes did not sing in clear 
tones Hymen Hymenaios the marriage-tune ;_ but 
life dwindled, birth was hardsmitten, the bolts of in- 
divisible union were shot back. 

274 Industrious Athena saw the Paphian hard at 


apart with the comb, 253, and proceeds to take more thread 
on her shuttle, 255, and insert it over and under the warp- 
threads to form the woof. But it is so thick and rough that 
as thread after thread is woven into place (and pressed close 
with the batten, which Nonnos does not mention) the strain 
is too great and too irregular for the warp-threads, ornjpoves 
(258) to stand, so they begin to burst right and left, forcing 
her to unravel all she has done, 251, and begin again. 
Hermes in fun advises her to try the most elaborate and 
difficult kind of weaving, 304 ff., using many-coloured 
threads to make a pattern, when she cannot even manage 
plain cloth. 
> The Graces, Their names are variously given. 
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work. Anger and laughter commingled came over 
her, as she beheld the long rough cords of inexperi- 
enced Cythereia. She told the immortals ; and in a 
passion of jealousy reproached both Cypris and her 
father : 

279 “* So there are changes and chances in your gifts, 
Heavenly Father! Ino longer manage the gift of the 
Fates, for your daughter Aphrodite has taken to weav- 
ing and stolen my lot. Athenaia has been robbed of 
her lot not by Hera the Queen, the sister and consort 
of my Zeus ; but the mistress of the bedchamber, that 
soft goddess, affronts one armed with shield from her 
birth, Ageleia the plunderer! When has your 
cowardly Cythereia fought for Olympos ? what Titans 
has she destroyed with that womanish girdle, that she 
comes fresh from her battles to outrage me? Yes, 
and you, Archeress—tell me this, when have you seen 
Athena in your forest * shooting arrows or hunting 
game? Whocalls upon Brighteyes, when women are 
in labour ?” 

282 When she had spoken, the gods of Olympos 
came thronging to see Aphrodite working the loom. 
They gathered round and stared at the labours of the 
divine fumbler, amazed at her bungling work ; and 
Hermes, who loved his joke, said laughing, 

297 ““ You have the loom, Cythereia, leave Athena 
your girdle! If you handle the thread and throw 
the shuttle, then raise also the furious spear and 
the aegiscape of Tritogenia. Ah, Cythereia, I know 
why you weave at the rattling loom. I understand 
your secret: no doubt your bridegroom Ares begs 
from you fine dress for the wedding. Weave your 


help in childbirth, why should Aphrodite be allowed to 
invade my sphere; women’s work ? 


245 


NONNOS 


“Apei mémAov vdawe: veoxAwoty 8° évt mérAg 
domida py motkiWAre: Ti yap caxdwy 'Adpodiry; 
Tevxe Tens Dadforta depavyéa pdprupov etvijs, 308 
durptov ayyéAAovra ted avArjropa Adxrpwv: 
hw €OéAns, moikiAre Kai dpyaious o€o beapous, 
Kai Oedv aoxijaee vobov moaw adopnévn xeip: 
Kal ov Teov peta Tofov, "Epws, dtpaxtoy éAicowy 
pyrépe viata tebye dtAnAaxdtw Kubepetn, 31 
Oppa peta mTEpoerta Kai toTomévoyv oe KaAdoow, 
Kat peta vetpa Boca beov mupoervta vorjouw 
mviov e€éAxovra mapex pitov avti PeAdurwr, 
xpvow teifov “Apna peta xpvoys ‘Adpodirns 
Kepkioa yeipi depovra Kai ob mdAXovra Boeinv, 318 
SimAaxa moikiMovra aviv épyotévw Kubepetn. 
aAAd, Gea Kubepeca, fidnAaxatwy amd yxeipav 
pinte yitovs avésowat Kai apdere Keorov ipayra, 
avluyins 8° adéyile ro Sevrepow: apyéyovos yap 
mAaletat elaérs Kdapos, €ws Ett méxAov bdaivers.’” 3% 
"Qs dapevou petdnaav, Gao vaeripes "OAtpmov. 
kat pitov mputéAeotoy azoppifaca ytt@vos 
aidopévn yAauxaaw eis éxeBijaato Kémpou 
avdpopens Kvbépeca riOqvijreipa yerdbAns: 
Kai Biov aioAcnopdor “Epws maAw ippooe xeoTr@ 32 
omeipwy edapdro.o Aexunov dvtvya Kéapov. 
Toinv inepofwvov avétAexe Aedxos dowdqy 
HAakdrys adiSaxrov dvupretwy "Adpodirny, 
épyomovm péya veixos dvactioagay ‘Abin. 





® Hom. Od. viii. 270 ff. 
> From Hom. Jl. xxiii. 762. 
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stuff for Ares, but don’t embroider a shield in 
the new cloth. What does Aphrodite want with 
shields? Put in Phaéthon, the shining witness of 
your loves, who told tales of the furtive robber of 
your bed*; if you like, put those old nets of yours 
in the pattern, and let your hand, if it can for shame, 
make a picture of the god who was the husband’s 
proxy. And you, Eros, leave your bow and help your 
mother in her passion for the distaff, twirl the spindle 
for her and spin the thread. Then I may call you 
weaver instead of winger, I may see the fiery god 
pulling the spool past the warp,? instead of the arrows 
on the leather bowstring. Make Ares of gold beside 
golden Aphrodite ; let him hold a shuttle instead of 
waving a shield, and embroider a double cloth with 
industrious Cythereia. 

317 “ No, Cythereia goddess, throw your threads to 
the winds out of those distaff-enamoured hands and 
use your stitched girdle. Take care once more of 
marriage ; for the ancient nature of the world has 
all been going astray since you have been weaving 
cloth.” 

321 As he finished, all the Olympians smiled. Then 
Cythereia thus put to shame before Brighteyes threw 
down the stuff of the cloth half finished, and away 
she went to her own Cyprus to be nurse of the human 
race; and Eros once more ordered all the varied 
forms of life by the girdle, sowing the circle of the 
well-plowed earth with the seed of generation. 

327 Such was the melodious lay which Leucos wove, 
celebrating how Aphrodite untaught of the distaff, 
set up her great contest with industrious Athena.°¢ 


¢ The lay of Demodocos in Hom. Od. viii. 267-366, is the 
genera] model for this scene. 
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330 But when they had surfeit of this table so well 
furnished with liquor, they fell on their beds in the 
wilderness spluttering wine: dropping on dappled 
fawnskins, or on spreads of leaves, or just spread- 
ing goatskins on the ground amid the deep dust. 
Some stretched their armoured bodies in the soldier’s 
sleep, and held traffic with battlerousing dreams, 
where one struck some Indian sitting on horseback, 
one pierced an Indian’s throat, one slew a footman 
with his sword, one wounded Deriades, one shot 
his bolt high in the air and wounded some huge 
elephant with his dream-arrow. 

%2 Tribes of leopards and wild packs of lions and 
hunting-dogs took turns in guarding Dionysos in the 
wilderness with sleepless eyes ; all night they kept 
vigil in the mountain forest, that no assault of black 
Indians might approach him. Long lines of torches 
flashed up to Olympos, the lights of the dancing 
Bacchants which had no rest. 
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BOOK XXV 


In the twenty-fifth you have the struggle of Perseus 
and the comparison of Heracles with the 
valour of Dionysos. 


O Muss, once more fight the poet’s war with your 
thyrsus-wand of the mind: for not yet has Eastern 
Ares bent a servile knee and calmed the sevenyear 
conflict. The nestlings of the Indian planetree are 
shrinking again in horror at the dragon’s jaw-point, 
and thus they foretell war with Bacchos.* I will not 
sing the first six lichtgangs,? while the Indian army 
remained behind walls ; I will make my pattern like 
Homer’s and sing the last year of warfare, I will 
describe that which has the number of my seventh 
sparrow. For sevengate Thebes I will brew my 
bowl of poesy, for she also dances wildly about me, 
baring her breast nymph-like over her robe in sorrow 
while she remembers Pentheus ; old Cithairon urges 
me to sing, stretching out his mourning hand, fearing 
lest I proclaim the unhallowed bed or the father- 
slaying son, the husband who lay beside her who bore 


* A reference to Hom. JI. ii, 308 ff., where a snake 
swallows a bird and eight chicks; this is interpreted as 
victory after nine years. 

> That is, years ; see above, vol. i.-p. 392.notea.....°% . 
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@ j.e. the story of Ocdipus. 

’ Aonian “ means simply Theban. According to one 
of the foundation-legends, Amphion and Zethos, the sons 
of Antiope, built the walls, Amphion taking the chief part 
because hie lyre-playing was so enchanting (in the most 
literal sense) that the stones followed him of their own accord 
to their places in the walls. Cf. 417 ff. 

© An allusion to Pindar, Ol. i. 17. 

4 Rhetorician that he is, Nonnos is here using one of 
the best known rhetorical figures, comparison of the 
or thing praised with others of the same class (here sons of 
Zeus), who are declared inferior ; and as they are ez hypothesi 
admirable, the subject of the panegyric must be more so. 
Cf. the praises of Epicurus in Lucretius v. 13 ff. (he is 
superior to Demeter, Dionysos and Heracles as a benefactor 
of mankind). 

* Perseus was son of Zeus by Danaé (114), whom the 
god visited in the form of a shower of gold. Her father 
Acrisios set her and her child afloat (119-120) in a chest, and 
they drifted ashore at the island of Seriphos. The local king, 
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him.¢ I hear the twang of the Aonian? lyre: tell 
me, Muses, what new Amphion is pulling dead stones 
to a run? I know where that sound comes from: 
surely it is the Dorian ¢ tune of Pindar’s lyre sounding 
for Thebes. 

22 Once more let us slay the race of Erythraian 
Indians : for Time never saw before another struggle 
like the Eastern War, nor after the Indian War in 
later days has Enyo seen its equal. No such army 
came to Ilion, no such host of men. But I will set 
up the toils and sweat of Dionysos in rivalry with 
both new and old4; I will judge the manhood of 
the sons of Zeus, and see who endured such an 
encounter, who was like unto Bacchos. 

31 Nimbleknee Perseus,’ waving his winged feet, 


Polydectes (84), when Perseus had grown to manhood, tried 
to get rid of him by sending him on the quest for the head of 
Medusa (38), the only mortal one of the three Gorgons (the 
others were Sthenno 54, and Euryale 58), the sight of which 
turned the beholder into stone. He was helped by Athena 
and Hermes (55-56) who gave him Harpe, the curved Sword 
of Sharpness, the Shoon of Swiftness, which enabled him to 
fly (130, 131), and a (probably magical) wallet in which to 
carry the head. He found the way there by stealing the one 
eye (36) of the Graiai, daughters of Phorcys, and refusing to 
give it back unless he was told. The home of the Gorgons 
was in Africa (51); Perseus flew there invisible, for he had 
also been given the Cap of Darkness, cut Medusa’s head off 
without looking at her, and later used it to turn into stone a 
sea-monster which was going to devour Andromeda, daughter 
of Cepheus and Cassiepeia, king and queen of Ethiopia 
(80 ff.), whose mother had offended the powers of the sea by 
boasting that she was fairer than the Nereids (135). All 
concerned were afterwards turned into constellations. Later, 
Perseus used the head to destroy Polydectes, who was trying 
to force Danaé to marry him. Medusa, when killed, was 
pregnant by Poseidon (39 ff.) and the winged horse Pegasos 
sprang from her headless trunk. 
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held his course near the clouds, a wayfarer pacing 
through the air, if he really did fly. But what was 
the good if he swung his ankles and swam the winds 
with that strange oarage of legs? and then crept up 
on tiptoe, keeping his footfall noiseless, and with 
hollowed hand and robber’s fist caught the roving 
eye of Phorcys’ unsleeping daughter, then shore off 
the snaky swathe of one Medusa, while her womb 
was still burdened and swollen with young, still in 
foal of Pegasus ; what good if the sickle played the 
part of childbirth Eileithyia, and reaped the neck of 
the pregnant Gorgon, firstfruits of a horsebreeding 
neck? There was no battle when swiftshoe Perseus 
lifted the lifeless token of victory, the snaky sheaf 
of Gorgon hair, relics of the head dripping drops of 
blood, gently wheezing a half-heard hiss through the 
severed throats: he did not march to battle with 
men, no din of conflict was there then on land, no 
maritime Ares on the sea with battle-rousing winds 
bellied the sails of ships of war against a warrior 
Perseus, no Libyan Nereus was reddened with 
showers of blood, no fatal water swallowed a dead 
body rolling helplessly. No! Perseus fled with 
flickering wings trembling at the hiss of mad 
Sthenno’s hairy snakes, although he bore the cap of 
Hades and the sickle of Pallas, with Hermes’ wings 
though Zeus was his father; he sailed a fugitive on 
swiftest shoes, listening for no trumpet but Euryale’s 
bellowing—having despoiled a little Libyan hole! 
He slew no army of men, he burnt no city with fiery 
torch. 

61 Far other was the struggle of Bromios. For 
Bacchos was no sneaking champion, crawling along in 
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his armour ; he laid no ambush for the sentinel eye 
of Phorcys, the ball of the sleepless eye that passed 
from hand to hand, giving each her share under the 
wing of sleep in turn; he won no womanish match 
over a Medusa unarmed. But he cut the lines of 
his enemies in a double victory, battle on land and 
tumult at the ford; he soaked the earth with gore, 
he mingled the waves with blood, he dyed the Nereids 
purple in their reddened streams, as he killed the bar- 
barian hordes. Great was the harvest of highcrested 
Indians buried headless in mother earth; shoals of 
dead Indians slain by the sharp thyrsus floated at 
random and voyaged over the deep, a multitude! I 
pass by that billowy warfare, when the battlestirring 
river hurled his waves against invincible Lyaios, when 
the blazing torch of Bacchos kindled the barbarian 
stream with a damp spark, and watery Hydaspes 
with waves boiling hot puffed out smoke from his 
depths. 

80 But you will say, ‘‘ Perseus killed a monster of 
the sea; with the Gorgon’s eye he turned to stone 
a leviathan of the deep!’’ What was the good, 
if Polydectes, looking upon deadly Medusa’s eye, 
changed his human limbs to another kind and trans- 
formed himself into stone? The terrible exploits of 
Bacchos were not one Gorgon, not an airsoaring sea- 
beaten cliff, not a Polydectes. No, Bacchos reaped 
the stubble of snakehaired giants, a conquering hero 
with a tiny manbreaking wand, when he cast the 
battling ivy against Porphyrion, when he buffeted 
Encelados and drove off Aleyoneus with a volley of 
leaves : then the wands flew in showers, and brought 
the earthborn down in defence of Olympos, when the 
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coiling sons of Earth with two hundred hands, who 
pressed the starry vault with manynecked heads, 
bent the knee before a flimsy javelin of vineleaves 
or a spear of ivy. Not so great a swarm fell to the 
fiery thunderbolt as fell to the manbreaking thyrsus. 

88 Let us compare them, friends. Helios mar- 
velled when he saw the sweat of Dionysos, as he slew 
Indians on the eastern soil: over the western gulf, 
Selene in the evening saw Perseus on wings out- 
spread, after he had had a small task to do with a 
curving piece of bronze: as much as Phaéthon has 
glory above the Moon, so much better than Perseus 
I will declare Bacchos to be. Inachos was witness 
of both, when the heavy bronze pikes of Mycenai 
resisted the ivy and deadly fennel, when Perseus 
sickle in hand gave way to Bacchos with his wand, 
and fled before the fury of Satyrs crying Euoi ; 
Perseus cast a raging spear, and hit frail Ariadne 
unarmed instead of Lyaios the warrior. I do not 
admire Perseus for killing one woman, in her bridal 
dress still breathing of love.? 

113 Ts he proud of the golden wooing of Zeus ? 
But rainy Zeus did not raise Danaé to his heaven, 
to glorify a few loving drops of creative dew in that 
furtive union. Semele did mount into heaven to 
touch one table with Zeus and the Blessed, to sit 
beside her son Dionysos of the vine; but Danaé 
received no home in Olympos. She the bride of Zeus 
went voyaging in a chest over the sea, regretting 
the deceitful rain of wedded love, after the unstable 
happiness of a passing shower. 

123 [T know that Andromeda is to be seen in 


2 See xlvii. 537 ff.; Lyaios, “ Deliverer,”’ is a title of 
Dionysos. 
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® Cf. xiviii. 971; the Northern Crown is the wedding- 
garland of Ariadne at her marriage with Dionysos. 

> Nonnos himself tells the story pretty fully ; the fanciful 
details about the powers of love fighting for Minos are 
pure allegory. Minos, king of Crete and son of Zeus by 
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Olympos ; but she is unhappy still even in the sky. 
Often the poor creature thus complained with re- 
proachful voice : 

126 “ What good was it, bridegroom Perseus, that 
you brought me into the sky? A precious bridegift 
was your Olympos to me! The Seamonster chases 
me even here among the stars! After earth and all 
that terror of the sea, I still have chains like the old 
ones, even among the stars! Your heavenly sickle 
has not saved me. In vain Medusa’s eye softens for 
me in Olympos as it shines among the stars. The 
Monster chases me still, and you do not stretch your 
light wings! my mother Cassiepeia is vexed and 
presses me, because the poor thing must dive herself 
through the air into the brine, trembling at the 
Nereids and she deems the Bear happy in his course, 
never drenched in the Ocean never touching the 
sea; old Cepheus is unhappy still, when he sees 
Andromeda’s fear, and the Monster of Olympos 
coming, after what happened here on earth!” 

140 Complaints like these the nymph often would 
utter in her heavy chains ; she called on Perseus, and 
her husband helped her not. Andif Perseus is proud 
of Andromeda too in the stars, do but cast your eye 
towards that side of the heavens, where the brilliant 
Ophiuchos is conspicuous holding up his encircling Ser- 
pent; and you will see the circlet of Ariadne’s Crown, 
the Sun’s companion, which rises with the Moon and 
proclaims the desire of crownloving Dionysos. 

148 @ T know also the war of Minos,” which a woman’s 
Europa, besieged Megara, whose king, Nisos, had a purple 
lock which was the luck of the city and prevented it from 
being taken. His daughter Scylla fell in love with Minos, 


cut off the lock while Nisos slept, and so gave Minos the 
victory. It is the widespread tale of Maiden Castle. 
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¢ The Labours of Heracles are too well known to need 
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battle accomplished, handling the lovegirdle instead 
of the shieldstrap, when Cypris wore a gleaming 
helmet, when Peitho shook a brazen spear and turned 
into Pallas Athena to stand by Minos in the fray, 
when the bridal swarm of unwarlike Loves shot their 
arrows in battle ; I know how tender Desire sacked 
a city, when the Cydonian trumpet blared against 
Nisos of Megara and his people, when brazen Ares 
shrank back for very shame, when he saw his Rout 
and his Terror supporting the Loves, when he beheld 
Aphrodite holding a buckler and Desire casting a 
lance, while daintyrobe Eros wrought a fairhair 
victory against the fighting men inarms. For Scylla, 
while her uncropt father was lying asleep, had cut 
off from his hair the purple cluster which had grown 
there from his birth, and by severing one tress from 
the sceptred head with her iron shears, sacked a 
whole city. 

165 So Minos citysacker by his own bare beauty 
won the prize of the battle ; he conquered not by 
steel, but by love and desire. But when Lyaios 
armed for battle, no Desire tamed the fray of Indian 
spearmen, no Paphian armed to support Lyaios, or 
conquered by beauty, no girl mad with passion gave 
by herself the prize of battle to Dionysos, no lover’s 
trick, no curls of Deriades’ hair, but the changes and 
chances of Indian wars far-scattered gave him the 
glory of victory ever renewed. 

174 Tf you boast of Heracles and the Inachos, I will 
examine al] his labours.* 

176 T know he threw his arm from one side and 
circled the lion’s neck entangled in mighty grip, 


explaining; they are detailed in every handbook of 
mythology. 


263 


NONNOS 


moTpov dywv daidnpov, G7 Gwapreés Aaa 
gumvoos dadapdyoto pécos TtopOpeverae arp: 
ok dyapat Kai tovto tap’ edmerdAw more ASX 180 
yepot Acovroddvorow aprotevovoa Kuprvy 
napbevos épyov ErevEev opotiov, 6TT4 Kai adry 
dpoeva Opa dapacacy axapres OnAci Seopa 
ap7iBadns 5° étt Kotpos év otpear Bdxyos abipwr 
xetpt poy Aaciov Scdpaypdvos arBepecvos 185, 
dottov Axe Adora, wai wpeye pnrdpe “Paty | 
abdyeviov tAoKdpowo Kexnvota Onpa meélwr 
exe ért Cworra, mepradiy€as b€ Aeradvw 
Oipa KxuBepryript deadrxwoe yada 
levéas S0bAa yevera, Kai qevos tYoh Sidpov 190 
aypta tapBarewy éenepaatie vwta Acovtwv. 
tropdaXrtwr 5€ yevebAa Kai wyoBopwy yévos dpatwy 
wnmiaxots waAapnow édovAwbn Avoviaov. 
OlSa wai’ Apxada xampov opidpopov: aAAa Avatw 
matyvia Koupilorts aves cai PvAa AcovTwr. 195 
Té mddov ‘Hpaxreéns Opaavs Hrvoev, ef Twa mHYyHV 
moAXa Kapow dAtyny ddudea AVcato Adpynv, 
Tépvwy adbtotéAcata Badvcta dwAabos vdpys 
gutaXinv moAvdetpov dvactayvovra Spaxdvrww ; 
aide 5€ povvos Exedve, Kat odx éxdXeaae poyyoas 200 
aptiditwy “IdAaoy aAomripa Kapyvwr, 
dadov deprdlovta ceAaaddpor, eiadnev dpgdw 
OjAvy odw mpimgav. eyw 8° od olda yepatpew 
odridavy Sv0 datas epidpaivovras éxidvn: 
els mévos audoreporr pepileto: Ouvpaoddpos 5€ 208 
Hobdvos drotun~as ddusdeas vlas *Apovpns 
264 


DIONYSIACA, XXV. 178-206 


and so without weapon brought death, in that spot 
where the breath passes through the gullet of the 
lifesufficing throat. I see nothing surprising in 
that. There was Cyrene,? a champion in the leafy 
forest with her lionslaying hands, that girl did 
an exploit quite as good, when she also mastered 
a male lion with a woman’s grip which he could 
not shake off. Bacchos too when still a young 
lad, while playing in the mountains, grasped a 
deadly lion by the shaggy throat with one hand, 
dragged him away and presented him to his mother 
Rheia, pressing down the maned neck of the gaping 
beast—dragged him still alive, and fastened him under 
the yokestrap, put on the guiding bridle over slavish 
cheeks, then seated high in the car whipt the back 
of the frightful creatures. Troops of panthers also 
and the ravening tribe of bears were slaves to the 
baby hands of Dionysos. 

194 JT know also the boar of the Arcadian mountains ; 
but for Lyaios, boars and the brood of lions were the 
playthings of childhood. 

196 What good did bold Heracles do, if he took all 
that trouble to liberate some little snaky brook like 
Lerna, by cutting down the selfgrowing firstfruits of 
the lurking serpent, as that plentiful crop of snake- 
heads grew spiking up? If only he had done the 
killing alone! instead of calling in his distress for 
Iolaos, to destroy the heads as they grew afresh, 
by lifting a burning torch, until the two together 
managed to get the better of one female serpent. 
I do not see how to praise two fellows fighting with 
a miserable viper, and one job divided between 
two. But Euios wand in hand cut down the snaky 


2 See v. 216. 
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* Nonnos qpnicenanis forgets that Heracles took a 
prominent part in the battle with the Giants and the gods 
could not have won without him. 

> Heracles kills the hind only in late versions of the 
story. The whole point of the labour was that it was sacred 
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sons of Earth alone*—that champion of Zeus! 
attacked them all, with huge serpents flowing over 
their shoulders equally on both sides much bigger 
than the Inachian snake, while they went hissing 
restlessly about among the stars of heaven, not in 
the pool of Lerna. Forgive me Iolaos, for you burnt 
the hydra’s body, and Heracles, only Heracles, 
grabbed the name of victory. 

213 No humble Nemea Bacchos my champion saved 
from loud-roaring throats, no paltry Lerna, by cut- 
ting down a bush of heads which ever grew again 
on so many necks ; he took for heralds of his fourfold 
victory West Wind and South Wind, the feet of the 
North and the wing of the East, and filled Ocean, 
land and sea with his exploits. If a serpent brings 
fame to a man, if lurking snakes, these are the 
birthday garlands of Bacchos, these are the terrible 
serpentine fillets of his snaky hair, ever since he left 
the teeming fold of his father’s thigh. 

23 I will say nothing of the pricket with golden 
horns; I will not disparage great Heracles as the 
slayer > of asingle deer. Forget the timid deer: for 
killing of fawns and hunting of prickets is a only little 
play for the Bacchant woman. 

#27 Let pass the Cnossian labour of Heracles. I 
cannot admire just a mad bull which he chased, and 
how shaking that great club he knocked off a little 
horn. One woman alone has often done as much ; 
and a Bacchant woman, the least of the servants of 
oxhorn Dionysos, has often butchered a vast herd of 


and might not be hurt, but must be caught by sheer speed 
and endurance. 

¢ Nonnos seems to confuse the catching of the Cretan bull 
with the mutilating of Acheloés, for which ¢f. xvii. 238. 
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horned bulls. Often if a mad ox showed fight with 
his horns, she has pulled back the sharp curved 
horns and brought down to his knees a bull that has 
lightly tossed lions. 

236 Leave aside also the heads of threecrested 
Geryones ; for my Dionysos with his flesheutting ivy 
shore through Alpos,* that godfighting son of Earth, 
Alpos with a hundred vipers on his head for hair, who 
touched the Sun, and pulled back the Moon, and 
tormented the company of stars with his tresses. 

242 The Labours of Heracles, who was son of im- 
mortal Zeus, when for three moonlights he possessed 
the fruitful bed of Alemene, were a petty job in the 
mountains: but the exploits of Bacchos, whether 
Giant of many arms or chief of the highcrested 
Indians, were not a deer, no herds of oxen, no 
shaggy boar, no dog or bull, no goldglinting fruit ® 
and its roots, no dung, no random wandering bird 
with silly wing-shafts not made of steel, no horse’s 
man-eating teeth, no little belt of Hippolyta. The 
victory of Dionysos was huge Deriades and twenty- 
cubit Orontes. 

253 © brilliant son of Meles,° deathless herald of 
Achaia, may your book pardon me, immortal as the 
Dawn! I will not speak of the Trojan War; for I 
do not compare Dionysos to Aiacides, or Deriades to 
Hector. Your Muse ought to have hymned so great 
and mighty a struggle, how Bacchos brought low the 
Giants, and ought to have left the labours of Achilles 
to other bards, had not Thetis stolen that glory from 
you. But breathe into me your inspired breath to 
sing my lay; for I need your lovely speech, since I 

9 See xlv. 172. > 'The Apples of the Hesperides, 
© Homer. 
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make nothing of the sweat of Dionysos, the fatal foe 
of India, when I hymn so great a war. 

264 Then bring me, O goddess, into the midst of the 
Indians again, holding the inspired spear and shield of 
Father Homer, while I attack Morrheus and the folly 
of Deriades, armed by the side of Zeus and Bromios ! 
Let me hear the syrinx of Bacchos summon the host 
to battle, and the ceaseless call of the trumpet in 
Homer’s verse, that I may destroy what is left of the 
Indians with my spear of the spirit. 

271 So on the fertile slopes of the Indian forest sat 
the host of Bacchos, at home on the lonely rocks, 
during this pause in the war. Ganges was shaken 
with fear, pitying his children; all the city was moved 
at the fate of the lately dead; the streets resounded 
with the mournful noise of the women’s dirge. 

277 Deriades was shaken with fear and wonder and 
shame, for he had already heard all ; and most deeply 
was he grieved when he saw by a glance aside that 
Hydaspes had lost his divine aspect, and murmured 
black with waves of wine. 

281 In that place was an old broadbeard moving with 
a slow step, since the hapless man was in the dark 
shadow of blindness. He sprinkled the yellow drops 
of the nomorepain liquor upon his fast-closed eyes ; 
and as his face felt the drops of wine, his eyes were 
opened. The old man danced for joy, and praised the 
purple juice of the evil-averting river ; then with his 
old hands he ladled up the purple liquor in torrents, 
and filled his fragrant skins, and kindled the altar for 
Zeus and Dionysos giver of wine, now he had seen 
at last the sun which he had not seen for so long. 
A lad hunting on the mountains with the Archeress 
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left his dogs on the river bank, drunken and lapping 
the rich water of the reddening river, and returned 
to the city, to tell incredulous Deriades about the 
sweet stream of the drunk-reeling river. 

27 Already the scent of the vine was spreading 
through the city on the soft warm breeze, and intoxi- 
cating all the streets, foretelling victory for Indian- 
slaying Lyaios. The people spent the night on the 
lofty towers in fear, and the guards of the highcrested 
citadel lined its wall with their shields. On the hills, 
Dionyses often angrily reproached Hera, that she had 
again checked his battle with the Indians for jealousy, 
having measured a course of thirty dawns for the 
battle ¢ after the moon returning again and again had 
fulfilled ten circuits, while the winds scattered all his 
hopes of victory. When he saw the lions idle beside 
their manger, he roared like a lion and mourned in the 
woods with tearless eyes. But while Bacchos was thus 
despondent, came a messenger in haste through the 
Scythian mountains from divine Rheia, sterile Attis in 
his trailing robe, whipping up the travelling team of 
lions. He once had stained with a knife the creative 
stalk of marriage-consecrating youth, and threw away 
the burden of the plowshare without love or wedlock, 
the man’s harvest-offering ; so he showered upon his 
two thighs the bloody generative drops, and made 
womanish his warm body with the shearing steel. 
This was the messenger’ who came driving the car 
of goddess Cybele, to comfort discouraged Lyaios. 
Seeing him Dionysos sprang up, thinking perchance 
he might have brought the allconquering Rheia to 
the Indian War. Attis checked the wild team, and 
hung the reins on the handrail, and disclosing the 


@ That is, the interval until it began again: 11 months. 
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‘ Sonnos stems to imagine that Indians are 
Perhaps he is thinking of the two divisions of Ethiopians. 

> Nonnos is more than usually tasteless in providing 
divine armour for Dionysos, who is divine already. Homer 
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smooth surface of his rosy cheeks, called out a flood 
of loud words to Bacchos— 

326 “* Dionysos of the vine, son of Zeus, offspring of 
Rheia! Answer me: when will you destroy the 
woollyheaded @ nation of Indians and come back to 
the Lydian land? Not yet has Rheia seen your 
blackskin captives ; not yet has she wiped off the 
sweat from your Mygdonian lions after the war, beside 
the highland manger, where the rich river of Pactolos 
runs ; but without a sound you roll out the conflict 
through circuits of everlasting years! Not yet have 
you brought a herd of eastern lions from India as a 
token of victory for the breeder of beasts, the mother 
of gods! Very well, accept from Hephaistos and your 
immortal Rheia this armour which the Lemnian anvil 
made; you will see upon it earth and sea, the sky 
and the company of stars!” ¢ 

339 Before he had finished, Bacchos called out 
angrily— 

340 “ Hard are the gods, and jealous!“ In my war 
I can destroy the Indian city in one day with my ivy- 
bound spear: but the jealousy of stepmother Hera 
keeps me back from victory, do what I will. Furious 
Ares openly stands up as champion for Deriades, and 
assails my Satyrs. Often I have meant to wound 
him with my wand, but Cronion menacing with claps 
of thunder has checked my attack. Just let heavenly 
Zeus for this day give rest to the noise of his heavy- 
rattling clouds, and to-morrow I will shackle Ares 
until I cut down the harvest of helmeted Indians ! ”’ 


provides it for the mortal Achilles, who at the crisis of his 
fortunes needs and receives supernatural] help. 

* Compare the description of the armour of Achilles in 
Hom. Jl. xviii. 468 ff. 

4 Quoted from Qd. v. 118. 
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351 Lydian Attis answered these words of Dionysos: 

852 “ Tf you carry this starry shield of the sky in- 
violate, my friend, you need not tremble before the 
wrath of Ares, or the jealousy of Hera, or all the 
company of the Blessed, while Allmother Rheia is 
with you ; you need fear no army with bended bows, 
lest they cast their spears and strike Helios or wound 
Selene! Who could blunt the sword of Orion with a 
knife, or shoot the Waggoner with earthly arrows? 
Perhaps you will name the hornstrong father of 
Deriades : but what could Hydaspes do to you, 
when you can bring in Oceanos ? 

361 “* Be of good courage: to the battle again ! 
for my Rheia has prophesied victory for you at last. 
The war shall not end until the four Seasons complete 
the sixth year. So much the eye of Zeus and the 
threads of the unturning Fate ¢ have granted to the 
will of Hera ; in the seventh lichtgang which follows, 
you shall destroy the Indian city.” 

368 With these words he handed the shield to 
Bromios ; then he tasted of the feast, and cheered 
his heart with unmixed cups of nomorepain wine. 
When he had satisfied his appetite at table, once 
more he touched up the flanks of his lions with the 
whip, and guided the hillranging car on the road back 
to Phrygia. He drove along the heights above the 
Caucasian valleys, the Assyrian peaks and the danger- 
ous Bactrian mountains, the summits of Libanos and 
the crests of Tauros, until he passed into the Maionian 
land. There he entered the divine precinct selfbuilt 
of Rheia, mother of mighty sons. He freed his raven- 
ing lions from the yokestraps, and haltered them at 
the manger which he filled with ambrosial fodder. 


2 Atropos: he etymologizes her name. 
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DIONYSIACA, XXV. 380-409 


380 But now that Dionysos had heard the Mother's 
inspired message, he mingled thyrsus-mad with the 
Bacchant women upon the hills. He threw to the 
winds his burden of anxious pain, as he shook 
the shield curiously wrought, the shield of Olympos, 
the clever work of Hephaistos. 

384 Multitudes gathered to look at the varied 
wonders of Olympian art, shining wonders which 
a heavenly hand had made. The shield was em- 
blazoned in many colours. In the middle was the 
circle of the earth, sea joined to land, and round 
about it the heaven dotted with a troop of stars ; 
in the sky was Helios in the basket of his blazing 
chariot, made of gold, and the white round circle 
of the full moon in silver. All the constellations 
were there which adorn the upper air, surround- 
ing it as with a crown of many shining jewels 
throughout the seven zones. Beside the socket of the 
axle were the poles of the two heavenly Waggons,? 
never touched by the water; for these both move 
head to loin together round a point higher than 
Oceanos, and the head of the sinking Bear always 
bends down exactly as much as the neck of the rising 
Bear stretches up. Between the two Waggons he 
made the Serpent, which is close by and joins the two 
separated bodies, bending his heavenly belly in spiral 
shape and turning to and fro his speckled body, like 
the spirals of Maiandros and its curving murmuring 
waters, as it runs to and fro in twists and turns over 
the ground: the Serpent keeps his eye ever fixt on 
the head of Helice, while his body is girdled with 
starry scales. The constellations of the Bears en- 


* The Waggons are the Bears, Ursa Maior and Ursa 
Minor, cf. Eng. ‘‘ Charles’s Wain.” 
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compass him round: on the point of his tongue is 
held out a sparkling star, which close to his lips shoots 
light, and spits forth flame from the midst of his 
many teeth. 

413 Such were the designs which the master-smith 
worked on the back of the wellwrought shield, in the 
middle ; and to please Lyaios he wrought also the 
harpbuilt walls of cowfounded “ Thebes, when one after 
another the seven gateways were a-building in a row. 
There was Zethos carrying a load of stones on his 
chafing shoulder, and working hard for his country ; 
while Amphion played and twanged the harp, and ‘at 
the tune a whole hill rolled along of itself as if be- 
witched and seemed to dance even on the shield. 
It was only a work of art, but you might have said, 
the immovable rock went lightly skipping and trip- 
ping along! When you saw the man busy with his 
silent harp, striking up a quick tune on his make- 
believe strings, you would quickly come closer to 
stretch your ear and delight your own heart with 
that harp which could build a wall, to hear the music 
of seven strings which could make the stones to move. 

#29 The wellrounded shield had another beautiful 
scene amid the sparkling company of the stars, where 
the Trojan winepourer ° was cunningly depicted with 
art divine being carried into the court of Zeus. There 
well wrought was the Eagle, just as we see in pictures, 
on the wing, holding him fast in his predatory talons. 
Zeus appeared to be anxious as he flew through the 
air, holding the terrified boy with claws that tore not, 
gently moving the wings and sparing his strength, for 
he feared that Ganymede might slip and fall headlong 
from the sky, and the deadly surf of the sea might 


® See iv. 297 ff. > Ganymedes. 
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® Zeus is afraid that Ganymedes will fall and the sea 
be named the Ganymedean, as the learian Sea was named 
when lore fell into it after his wax wings melted. The 
name Hellespont (* sea of Helle“ in ular et 
was derived from Helle daughter of jachon Seine 
to have fallen into it from the back of the ram as it went to 
Colchis. 

* Maionia is Lydia. This Moria is an obscure person, 
whose story no one but Nonnos tells fully, though there are 
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drown him. Even more he feared the Fates, and 
hoped that the lovely youth might not first give his 
name to the sea below and rob Helle of the honour 
which was reserved for her in future.* Next the boy 
was depicted at the feast of the heavenly table, as one 
ladling the wine. There was a mixing-bowl beside 
him full of self-flowing nectarean dew, and he offered 
a cup to Zeus at the table. There Hera sat, looking 
furious even upon the shield, and showing in her mien 
how jealousy filled her soul; for she was pointing a 
finger at the boy, to show goddess Pallas who sat 
next her how a cowboy Ganymedes walked among 
the stars to pour out their wine, the sweet nectar 
of Olympos, and there he was handing the cups 
which were the lot of virgin Hebe. 

451 Maionia he also portrayed, for she was the 
nurse of Bacchos; and Moria, and the dappled ser- 
pent, and the divine plant, and Damasen Serpent- 
killer the terrible son of Earth; Tylos, also, who lived 
in Maionia so short a time, was there mangled in 
his quick poisonous death.? 

455 Tylos was walking once on the overhanging 
bank of neighbouring Hermos the Mygdonian River, 
when his hand touched a serpent. The creature 
lifted his head and stretched his hood, opened wide 
his ruthless gaping mouth and leapt on the man, whipt 
round the man’s loins his trailing tail and hissed like a 
whistling wind, curled round the man’s body in cling- 


allusions to it elsewhere ; it is said to have been recounted in 
the historical work of Xanthos the Lydian. Tylos is Tylon, 
supposed ancestor of the Tylonians, a Lydian clan. Under 
this affected telling of the story may well be hidden a genuine 
Lydian legend. The incident of the snake-wort which gives 
life to the dead is a very old mdrchen-theme. 
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ing rings, then darting at his face tore the cheeks and 
downy chin with sharp rows of teeth, and spat the 
juice of Fate out of his poisonous jaws. The man 
struggled with all that weight on his shoulders, 
while his neck was encircled by the coiling tail, a 
snaky necklace of death bringing Fate very near. 
Then he fell dead to the ground, like an uprooted 
tree. 

470 A Naiad unveiled pitied one so young, fallen 
dead before her eyes; she wailed over the body 
beside her, and pulled off the monstrous beast, to 
bring him down. For this was not the first wayfarer 
that he had laid low, not the first shepherd, Tylos not 
the only one he had killed untimely; lurking in his 
thicket he battened on the wild beasts, and often 
pulled up a tree by the roots and dragged it in, then 
under the joints of his jaws swallowed it into his dank 
darksome throat, blowing out again a great blast from 
his mouth. Often he pulled in the wayfarer terrified 
by his lurking breath, and dragged him rolling over 
and over into his mouth—he could be seen from afar 
swallowing the man whole in his gaping maw. 

481 So Moria watching afar saw her brother’s 
murderer ; the nymph trembled with fear when she 
beheld the serried ranks of poisonous teeth, and the 
garland of death wrapt round his neck. Wailing 
loudly beside the dragonvittling den, she met 
Damasen, a gigantic son of Earth, whom his mother 
once conceived of herself and brought forth by herself. 
From his birth, a thick hairy beard covered his chin. 
At his birth, Quarrel was his nurse, spears his mother’s 
pap, carnage his bath, the corselet his swaddlings. 
Under the heavy weight of those long broad limbs, 
a warlike babe, he cast lances as a boy ; touching 
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the sky, from birth he shook a spear born with him ; 
no sooner did he appear than EHileithyia armed the 
nursling with a shield. 

495 This was he whom the nymph beheld on the 
fertile slope of the woodland. She bowed weeping 
before him in prayer, and pointed to the horrible 
reptile, her brother’s murderer, and Tylos newly 
mangled and still breathing in the dust. The Giant 
did not reject her prayer, that monstrous champion ; 
but he seized a tree and tore it up from its roots in 
mother earth, then stood and came sidelong upon the 
ravening dragon. The coiling champion fought him 
in serpent fashion, hissing battle from the wartrumpet 
of his throat, a fiftyfurlong serpent coil upon coil. 
With two circles he bound first Damasen’s feet, madly 
whipping his writhing coils about his body, and 
opened the gates of his raging teeth to show a mad 
chasm: rolling his wild eyes, breathing death, he 
shot watery spurts from his lips, and spat into the 
giant’s face fountains of poison in showers from his 
jaws, and sent a long spout of yellow foam out of 
his teeth. He darted up straight and danced over 
the giant’s highcrested head, while the movement 
of his body made the earth quake. 

54 But the terrible giant shook his great limbs like 
mountains, and threw off the weight of the serpent’s 
long spine. His hand whirled aloft his weapon, 
shooting straight like a missile the great tree with 
all its leaves, and brought down the plant roots and 
all upon the serpent’s head, where the backbone 
joins it at the narrow part of the rounded neck. 
Then the tree took root again, and the serpent 
lay on the ground immovable, a coiling corpse. 
Suddenly the female serpent his mate came coiling 
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up, scraping the ground with her undulating train, 
and crept about seeking for her misshapen husband, 
like a woman who missed her husband dead. She 
wound her long trailing spine with all speed among 
the tall rocks, hurrying towards the herbdecked hill- 
side; in the coppice she plucked the flower of Zeus 
with her snaky jaws, and brought back the pain- 
killing herb in her lips, dropt the antidote of death 
into the dry nostril of the horrible dead, and gave life 
with the flower to the stark poisonous corpse. The 
body moved of itself and shuddered ; part of it still 
had no life, another part stirred, half-restored the 
body shook another part and the tail moved of itself ; 
breath came again through the cold jaws, slowly the 
throat opened and the familiar sound came out, 
pouring the same long hiss again. At last the serpent 
moved, and disappeared into his furtive hole. 

589 Moria also caught up the flower of Zeus, and 
laid the lifegiving herb in the lifebegetting nostril. 
The wholesome plant with its painhealing clusters 
brought back the breathing soul into the dead body 
and made it rise again. Soul came into body the 
second time; the cold frame grew warm with the 
help of the inward fire. The body, busy again with 
the beginning of life, moved the sole of the right 
foot, rose upon the left and stood firmly based on 
both feet, like a man lying in bed who shakes the 
sleep from his eyes in the morning. His blood 
boiled again; the hands of the newly breathing 
corpse were lifted, the body recovered its rhythm, 
the feet their movement, the eyes their sight, and 
the lips their voice. 
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éorepin peta ddprov cpeiade xamneoov evvy. 











° The picture was one of Kheia-Cybele offering Cronos 
the swaddled stone which she tricked him into swallowing 


DIONYSIACA, XXV. 553-572 


553 Cybele? also was depicted, newly delivered; she 
seemed to hold in her arms pressed to her bosom 
a mock-child she had not borne, all worked by the 
artist’s hands; aye, cunning Rheia offered to her 
callous consort a babe of stone, a spiky heavy dinner. 
There was the father swallowing the stony son, the 
thing shaped like humanity, in his voracious maw, 
and making his meal of another pretended Zeus. 
There he was again in heavy labour, with the stone 
inside him, bringing up all those children squeezed 
together and disgorging the burden from his pregnant 
throat. 

563 Such were the varied scenes depicted by the 
artist’s clever hand upon the warshield, brought for 
Lyaios from Olympos with its becks and brooks. All 
thronged about to see the bearer of the round shield, 
eee each in turn, and praising the fiery Olympian 
orge. 

568 While they still enjoyed the sight, the daylight 
crossed the west and veiled the light of her fire-eyed 
face ; quiet Night covered all the earth in her dark 
shades, and after their evening meal all the people 
lay down in their mountain bed, scattered on pallets 
here and there over the ground. 
instead of Zeus. He Jater was caused to vomit the stone 


and the elder children (Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Poseidon and 
Hades) with it. 
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Eixooror Aixer € €xToW émixdotrov «Bos "Abiys 
Kal ToAUy €ypexvdoipov aycipopdvww oTddov "ldo. 


Anpiadn 8° etdorvre raTngdos iypobev civis 
Baxyw mora d<povea Tapioraro Botpes "Aby, 
yrwr@ 8 cocopesmy érépny ahi Sold vionv: 

Kai d€pas adAafaca petdrporoy lcov "Opévrn 

yap Bpor depawrodou juyincato Anpradijos: 5 
Kat jouw anoppifjarta panubceoe olotpov "Ewots 
HindAr) d0XAio10 rapymadgey oyns oveipov, 

Totov €tos Boowoa, Kai OMupdrwy én moTpw 
tapBar¢ov Bapavrev és vopivny Avovveou: 

“ Evdets, Anpiady: oe 5¢ pépdopac 

_dorvdxwy yap 10 
mavvuxov Unvor €xew aAdorpiov €oTw avdxroy: 


Umvov peTpov exer Boulnneine: ah b€ mupywr 





“In this book Nonnos rete aaarly the decline in 
geographic knowledge which took place ‘after the second 
century of the Roman Empire. He knows nothing of the 
extensive exploration of all Indian coasts by Graeco-Roman 
merchants of the first and second centuries after Christ. 
and bases his geography in very ill fashion on the tradi- 
tional record of Alexander's invasion of India in the for th 
century before Christ. All that Nonnos reveals is § me 
vague knowledge of the borderlands of India, of the Hindu 
Kush mountains, and of North-Western India, including 
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BOOK XXVI 


The twenty-sixth? has the counterfeit shape of 
Athena, and the great assembly of the 
Indian host to stir up battle. 


WuitE Deriades slept on his mournful bed, bold 
Athena approached, faithful to Bacchos, and wooing 
a second victory for her brother. She had changed 
her shape to one like Orontes, and imitated the 
goodson of highcrested Deriades. So although he 
had thrown off the murderous ardour for war, scared 
by the fate of those who had perished, he was de- 
ceived by the counterfeit vision of a false dream, 
which encouraged him again to:make war against 
Dionysos, in these words : 

10 “You sleep, Deriades, but I blame you®: for 
it is not proper that princes who rule a city should 
sleep all the night. The sleep of the Counsellor is 
measured. About your walls the enemy are throng- 


the rivers Indus, Jhelum, and Ganges. Of the Indian 
peninsula he knows nothing. Some of his geographic 
names are unknown elsewhere, and cannot be identified. 
Lastly, there is in him a tendency common amongst the 
ignorant of every Graeco-Roman age—namely, to believe 
that Indians were somehow connected with the Ethiopians 
of North-East Africa, and that India and North-Fast Africa 
were joined together. 
> This scene imitates Hom. U1. ii. 23 ff. 
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"Hany mapa wélav- ’Apepavees 5€ paynrat 
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DIONYSIACA, XXVI. 13-42 


ing; and you raise not the soldier’s spear, you hear 
not the surging noise of drums or the sound of pipes, 
or the voice of the murderous trumpet summoning 
the host. Pity your daughter Protonoé, a young 
widow mourning a husband, and leave not, O King, 
your Orontes unavenged! Slay my unarmed slayers 
—the murderers of your goodson untimely dead— who 
yet live! See my breast pierced by a sharp thyrsus- 
wand. Alas that brave Lycurgos dwells not here ! 
Alas that you rule not the proud Arabs! Dionysos 
was no god, when a mortal man chased him and made 
him migrate below the sea! I have beheld Deriades 
running away before battling women! Be a fearless 
lion, for a man in armour made Dionysos in his tunic 
of fawnskins run like a fawn! Not he destroyed 
that nation of warlike Indians—your own father de- 
stroyed them: for Hydaspes saw your champions in 
flight, and he brought them low! You are not like 
other men, for you have in you the heavenly blood 
of a daughter of Phaéthon, your blazing grandfather. 
Your body is not mortal: neither sword nor spear 
shall bring you low when you throw yourself on 
Lyaios.” 

36 So spoke artful Athena, and returned to 
Olympos, when she had put off the shape of the 
dream. 

38 In the morning, Deriades sent heralds to sum- 
mon his farscattered troops from cities and from 
islands. Many a herald went this way and that way 
on stormswift shoe to gather the people from the 
various cities of the eastern region; warriors mad 
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Kai Kpavacv Il pordamaor, Goo r’ €yov ayruya vycou 
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xadnov € sxe eppnke AwoxAainwy orixa mupywy. 58 
Tots 8° €z vt Gapatjerres émeoTparowvTo paxyrai, 60 

Aapdat xai Hpaciwy otpariai, xai diAa Ladayyov 

xpvaoddpwr, ofs sAotros Gydarus, ols Odpus farn 

xeSpora xapzov eeu Brornowv: arti bé Dadi 

Keivoy aAetpevovat pans Tpoxoedds KUK, 

Kal oxodtoTAondpeuy Zapion aotixes, olow beldbpuw 65 

HlaA@dvwp mpopos her, os €otrvye Anpuadja 

7beow evoeBéecou Spodpordwy Acortow: 

Tov prev ava Atdrvaos dywv pera dvAomw "lav 

dModazov vaeTTipa Avpodpytw Tope OnBn- 

wai a trapepiyive AcrwV TAaTpwov nit 5 70 


* This or prieedirnd was the usual Greek name for the 
Hindu Kush. 
* Nonnos is evidently using some book dealing with the 
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DIONYSIACA, XXVI. 43-70 


for war gathered from every side at the summons 
of their king. 

44 First to arm themselves were those pilots of war- 
fare, Agraios and Phlogios, the two sons of Eulaios, 
partners in leadership, after the burial lately made 
of their father newly dead. With them came all 
the people who dwelt in Cyra and Baidion beside the 
broad barbarian stream of Indian Ombelos; those 
from castellated Rhodoé, a place of warmad Indians, 
and rocky Propanisos,” and those who held the round 
island of the Graiai, where children use the manly 
breast of a milch father, and steal thence their drink 
with pouting lips in place of the usual mother.? 
Others came from steep Sesindion, and those who 
had fortified Gazos with a rampart of linen built with 
blocks of plaited threads, impregnable, wellmade with 
wellspun foundations, a steadfast fortress of Ares : 
no enemy hand has ever broken with bronze that 
line of linenclad towers. 

60 After them followed those warriors bold, the 
Dardian°¢ and Prasian? armies, and the tribes of gold- 
wearing Salangoi, where Wealth is a family friend. 
Their way it is to eat pulse as their fruit of life ; this 
they grind with round millstones instead of corn. 
Then a procession of curlyheaded Zabioi ; their 
leader was wise Palthanor, a man of godfearing ways, 
who hated Deriades and was of one mind with 
Dionysos. After the war, Dionysos took this man 
with him and settled him as a foreign settler in 
lyrebuilt Thebes ; there he remained beside Dirce, 


wonders of the East, but it does not seem to be known what 
his source is. 
¢ He means probably the people of Dardistan. 
4 The Prasii were a people extending inland from the 
mouth of the Ganges, and centred round Palibothra (Patna). 
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¢ The region of the Indus delta. 
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DIONYSIACA, XXVI. 71-98 


and drank the Ismenian water of the Aonian river, 
having left his native Hydaspes. 

72 Next came Morrheus Didnasides, proud of his 
vast armed host. His father Didnasos came with him 
to the war, his old age embittered with sorrow. He 
bore a buckler of wonderful work upon his aged arm ; 
a heath of hoary white spread shadows over his chin, 
proclaiming of itself how many and how long were 
his years. He still mourned his son untimely dead, 
Indian Orontes. There was Didnasos dropping 
tears ; King Morrheus followed, holding upright his 
avenging spear, ready to slay the whole host of 
Bromios—indeed he was resolved to fight alone with 
Bacchos who slew his brother, he meant to wound 
the unwounded son of Thyone, his brother’s mur- 
derer! With them came a polyglot host of Indians : 
those who dwelt in fairbuilded Aithra, the city of 
the Sun, founded upon a cloudless plain; those who 
dwelt both in the jungles of Anthene and the reed- 
beds of Orycié, in blazing Nesaia, and winterless 
Melainai, and the round seagirt district of Patalene.* 
Next came thick companies of Dyssaioi, and with 
them terrible armed hordes of shaggybreast ® Sabeiroi 
—thick hairis upon their hearts, wherefore they always 
have boldness of soul and shrink not from battle. 

94 With them marched the Uatocoitai, the Ear- 
sleepers, men whose way it is to sleep lying upon 
their long ears.° These were led to the war by 
Phringos and Aspetos and haughty Danyclos, who 
came together, and with them Hippuros Horsetail 


> The Homeric Adows (il. ii. $51, ete.) is a mark of 
strength. ; 
¢ These are placed by Pliny v. 95, in the extreme north of 

Europe or Asia. 
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oA widespread folktale. See Stith Thompson, Folklore 
Fellows Communications xlvi., p. 202, R61 
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DIONYSIACA, XXVI. 99-127 


and his farshooting comrade Morrheus: thus the 
whole host of Earsleepers moved by one purpose 
were commanded by five bloodthirsty chieftains. 

101 Farshooter Tectaphos came to the war. Once 
he had been saved from fate by sucking the milk 
from a daughter’s breast with starving lips—she 
devised this trick to nourish her father—Tectaphos, 
parched, with crumbling skin, a living corpse.* 
Deriades the monarch had carried out a heartless 
threat, and bound him fast with twisted ropes, and 
held him a prisoner behind lock and key in a mouldy 
pit, unfed, unwashed, worn out with famine, without 
his part in the sun or the rounded moon. There lay 
the man fettered in the depths of the earth, with no 
drink, no food, seeing no man, there in a cavern 
dug deep under the soil he lay in agony. Long he 
was wasted by famine, breathing yet like those who 
breathe not, as the air passed weak and fluttering 
through his hungry lips; ugly whiffs came from his 
dry flesh as if he were a corpse. There was a band 
of jailers watching the imprisoned man, but his clever 
daughter outwitted them with delusive words, a 
young nursing mother, when she uttered a mournful 
appeal and shook ° her deceiving garments : 

121“ Do not let me die, watchmen! I have 
nothing here, I have brought no drink and no food 
for my father! Tears, only tears I bring for him 
that begat me! My empty hands tell you that! If 
you do not believe me, if you do not believe, undo my 
innocent girdle, tear off my veil, shake my dress—I 
have brought no drink to save his life! Do but shut 


> To show she had nothing hidden in them. Ezxcutere is 
the word used of the Roman customs officers: ¢f. excutedum 
pallium, Plautus, Aul. 646. 
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2 A people cast of the middle Indus. 

> Round Candabar in Afghanistan. 

© Line 151 is only a variant of 150, and something is lost, 
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DIONYSIACA, XXVI. 128-154 


me up too with my father in the deep pit. I am 
nothing for you to fear, nothing, even if the king 
hears of it. Who is angry with one who pities a 
corpse ? Who is angry with one dying a cruel death ? 
Who does not pity the dead? I will close my father’s 
sinking eyes. Shut me up there: who grudges 
death? Let us die together, and let one tomb 
receive daughter and father ! ”’ 

135 Her pleading won them. The girl ran into 
the den, bringing light for her father’s darkness. In 
that pit, she let the milk of her breast flow into her 
father’s mouth, to avert his destruction, and felt no 
fear. 

1388 Deriades marvelled to hear the pious deed of 
Kérié. He set free the clever girl’s father from his 
prison, like a ghost; the fame of it was noised 
abroad, and the Indian people praised the girl’s 
breast which had saved a life by its cunning. 

143 So now this man was conspicuous among the 
Bolinges,? as Hesperos shines amid the stars and 
brightens the sky, Hesperos, harbinger of the murky 
gloom which follows when light fails. 

M46 Ginglon highheaded, and Thyraieus striding 
big, and Hippalmos tall as the clouds, beyond the 
farthest region of earth had armed the different 
tribes of spearproud Arachotes,? and battalions of 
Dersaioi their neighbours, who when men are slain 
with steel in battle cover their bodies under mounds 
of earth.¢ 

152 Habrathods came with a host of bowmen whom 
he had gathered in support, but he had been slow in 
arming for shame of his hair newly shorn. He nursed 


to the effect that those who are not killed in battle are buried 


in some other way, or not at all. 
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Tovs Ovapis Koopnoe Kai “OAxagos, 

Spxapos avipaw, 


* So he says! 
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resentment and grievance against Deriades the 
horned king ; because the overbearing monarch in a 
fit of mad folly had cut off all his hair, a bitter insult 
to an Indian. Compelled to join in the war, he 
came unwillingly, and hid the shame of his hairless 
temples under a highplumed helmet, cherishing secret 
rancour in his heart. When battle came, he joined 
the fight in the daytime ; but always in the hours of 
the night he would send a trusty servant to Bacchos, 
and tell him the plans of Deriades. Thus he fought 
secretly for Deriades, but openly for Dionysos. He 
brought the savage tribes of Xuthoi and of battle- 
stirring Arienoi? and the breed of Zoares and the clan 
of Eares, the Caspeirian ¢ peoples and Arbians*: those 
who held Hysporos that bright shining stream, so 
proud of its deep wealthy mines of amber ; and those 
who held conspicuous Arsanié, where the women in 
one day at the loom of Pallas, which they know so 
well, finish a whole robe with their quick hands. 

173 Besides these came the Cyraioi,’ ready for diving- 
work in the war. They know the seabeaten coasts 
of islands, and they are skilful in battle by sea; but 
seafaring barges they know not. They go floating 
in coracles of untanned hide, which they manage as 
well as a shipwright’s vessel of wood; they guide 
their makeshift course in the skins, where the 
mariner sits in shelter, navigating over the waves 
and cutting the back of the sea in his mimic barge. 
These were commanded by Thyamis and princely 

» Probably the people of Aria, that is eastern Khorassan 
and western and N.-W. Afghanistan. 

¢ Of Cashmir. 

4 Probably the people round the river Arabis, the Purali 


or else the Habb, both situated west of the Indus. 
¢ From places round the mouths of the Indus. 
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xt pedorayéecou én" dx peporegow acide 
wpiwr, vAunds Opuss, Opoiwos Cudpors Kone" 
ov pev avaxpover Zedupnide avvOpoos avpn 
Upvotoxwy TTEptywr avepwoea poilov idAdwy, 
adda cogois aropateoat peAlerac, old tis arp 205 
mK TIDE ropdon ope, Gadrapnrrodov Upvov dpacowy. 206 
Katpeds 5 €coopeérvoro mpobeantie xvow 6Bpov, 212 


@ This seems to be a much diioriad version of sugar-cane. 
Perhaps it alludes to tapping for toddy. 

* The horion is unidentitied, if any such bird exists at 
all. Our only detailed account of it, Cleitarchos cited by 
Aelian, De natura animalium xvii. 22, says it is like a heron, 
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Holeasos, two sons of one father, Tarbelos the 
javelineer. 

18 A great swarm had come from Areizanteia, 
nurse of the strange tree-honey ; where the trees 
drink the fruitful moisture of morning dew, and their 
leaves run honey, and so they produce the neat 
travail of the clever bee as if from a hive, the yellow 
juice born of the leaves alone.* For Hyperion, just 
appearing after his bath in the Ocean, scatters upon 
the plain the wholesome juice of his hair in the morn- 
ing, and waters the plant-growing furrows of earth 
the giver of life. Such honey Areizanteia brings : 
rejoicing in this, great flocks of birds swim on their 
wings and dance above the leaves ; or a coiling ser- 
pent creeps along, and girdles the sweet tree with 
enfolding loops, while he sucks the delicate juice with 
greedy mouth and licks with his lips the sweet travail 
of the clusters. So snakes dribble out the treejuice 
and drop delicious honey, they spit out abroad more of 
the sweet sap of the bee than their own bitter scatter- 
ing poison. There on the honeydropping branches is 
that sweet bird the horion,® singing like the inspired 
swan. He does not strike up in tune with the west 
wind whirring in the air with musical wings ; but he 
sings a lay with understanding beak, like a man 
twangling the strings for a wedding hymn to wait 
upon a bride. There the catreus° foretells a shower 


except that its eyes are dark blue, an admirable singer and 
very amorous. 

“The katreus is probably the mondl pheasant. But 
the accounts we have of it (this passage, Cleitarchos in 
Aelian, op. cit. xvii. 23, Strabo xv. 1. 69, which also mentions 
the melodious song of the horion and cites Cleitarchos) give 
no accurate picture and contain details which do not fit the 
monal, Anyhow, no pheasant can sing a note. 
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Kai oroAos ddAos ixare TpinKociwy amo vijowy, 
al Te meptotixowoww dpoeBbes avbes aa 
yeltoves aMiiqow, orn mepypyxed ropbpe 
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oe 
- 
o 





¢ These represent, if Eat wing? the few islands of the Gulf 
of Kutch. 


308 





DIONYSIACA, XXVI. 213-234 


of rain to come, goldenyellow, clearintoning ; sparkles 
flash from his eyes like the morning gleams of Dawn. 
Often trilling upon a treetop in the air he weaves a 
song in tune with the horion beside him, splendid 
with purple wings ; if you hear the catreus singing 
his early hymn, you might almost say it was the 
nightingale pouring her morning music from her 
changeful throat. There also dwelt the battle- 
stirring host which Pyloites the fearless son of 
Hippalmos had armed for the war, and with him 
was Billaios his brother and fellow-leader. 

218 Next came the Sibai under arms, and the 
Hydarcan people, with another host from the city 
of Carmina. Their joint leaders were Cyllaros 
and Astraéis the Indian prince, two sons of Brongos 
honoured by Deriades. 

222 Another host came from three hundred islands,” 
scattered here and there, or in groups together, 
which lie about that place where the Indos on an 
endless course pours out its winding travelling stream 
by two enclosing mouths,” after creeping in its slow 
curving course from the Indian reedbeds over the 
plain to its mouth by the Eastern sea, after first 
rolling down the heights of the Ethiopian moun- 
tains®: swollen by the mass of summerbegotten 
waters it increases cubit by cubit with selfrising floods, 
and embraces the rich land like a watery husband, 
who rejoices a thirsty bride with his moist kisses 
and enfolds her in many passionate arms for a sheaf- 
bearing bridal, while he begets in his turn other 


> The delta. 
¢ The Eastern and Western Ethiopians are mentioned 
in Hom. Od. i. 23. Nonnos seems to see the Eastern in the 
Himalayas or the Hindu Kush. 
309 


NONNOS 


NeiAdos ev Atyunrw Kai dunos' "Ivbos ‘Tédomns. 

Kethe pedapydida diakvwy poov érAq 

ryyerat VSaToes totapyos Urros aAyrns, 

olos cuot Neidio Bepayevés oldya yapdoowy 

vacetaet,’ BuOiow di’ datos Uypos odirns 

pnxedavais yerveoow: éx atyvadow b¢ Bawe 

atypn Kapyapodovrt Ssacyilaw payw vAns, 

Kai Suepiy ayapaxtov €ywy ydrw dpraya Kaprov 

pynAn Sperdsy orayunddpa Ana rdura, 

apytip acidnpos apadAoddpou troxeroio: 

Toia plex éntandpoo darileras cixeAa Necou 

*Ivéwou torapoio ddpew pdvos. of 5€ Asrévres 

vyowy ayKxvda xixda Kai para yetrovos "lvdo06 

dvdpes éOwprjacorro HaxTpores, cv mpdopos aynp 

"PtyBacos Trepovever, €xuv ivdadpa Meydyrwy. 
Ovde yepwr “Apntos éAcizetro Anpiadijos 

ets evo KaXdcovtos, asnp Bapus: ava xabapas 

xaAxoBapy) Aaciowo Kata ordprow yerdva 

ynpardou Kovdiler trép vurrovo Boeiny, 

avyén KuptwOerte mepixpepdoas TeAapova. 

Kai otpariny Owpyfer avayxatos troAepuorys 

mévTe avy vizjegat, \vKw Kai opTpAvds Mupow, 

PAavxw xai lepidarte wai dxpnyovm MeAavie. 

Kat modmy zAoKapida mepropiygas tpudanein 

Aatov evtpoxadAoio HeTeoTIXE SmorHTOs, 

Beferepor 7 moA€uoww xépas Texdecow édoas, 

ots diats adboyywr oropdtwr ofpryicaarto Seopa, 

yA@acav trocdpiyfaca aodijs oxeTHyOv twis: 

Gmmdre yap Jarapoto zapa PAsjor yopevwr 

310 


240 


245 


260 


DIONYSIACA, XXVI. 235-263 


ever-recurrent streams*: so Nile in Egypt, and 
the eastern Hydaspes in India. There swims the 
travelling riverhorse through the waters, cleaving 
with his hoof the blackpebble stream, just like the 
dweller in my own Nile, who cuts the summer- 
begotten flood and travels through the watery deeps 
with his long jaws. He mounts the shores, splitting 
the woody ridges with sharp-pointed tooth ; with 
only a wet ungraven jaw to ravage the fruits, he cuts 
the cornbearing harvest with this makeshift sickle, 
reaper of sheafbearing crops without steel. 

*45 Such are said to be the doings of the mighty 
Indian river like sevenmouth Nile. These men of 
war then, from the rounded shores of the islands and 
from the settlements of the Indos, now came under 
arms: their leader was Rhigbasos, one of gigantic 
stature. 

250 Nor was old Aretos missing when Deriades 
summoned all to war. A heavy man he was; but he 
fitted a heavy bronze corselet over his hairy chest, 
and carried an oxhide shield on his aged back, slung 
by a strap over his bent neck. He also armed his 
force under compulsion for the war, he and five sons, 
Lycos and Myrsos together, Glaucos and Periphas 
and Melaneus the lateborn. He covered his gray 
curly hairs with a helmet, and repaired to the left wing 
of his battle circuit, leaving the right to his sons. 

261 These were men whose lips nature had closed 
with the seal of silence, having tied each tongue, the 
channel of intelligent speech. For when at the door- 
posts of the bridal chamber in the sacred dance 


® Irrigating canals or the like, filling in the rainy season. 





1 So mss.: Ludwich NetAou . . « Aduov. 
2 So mss.: Ludwich dvide. 
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Aretos pledged his troth to Laobié, according to the 
rites of lawful marriage, joining with her in wedlock 
for the begetting of children, a miracle divine was 
wrought. The bridegroom, fresh from his own 
wedding dance, had been busy at the marriage-altar 
sacrificing to Aphrodite the Lady of Brides; and 
while the hall resounded with hymns, a sow big 
with young in her pain shrieked out the cry of 
labour from her throat, prophetic of things to come, 
and dropt an uncanny incredible litter—a bastard 
brood of marine creatures, a shoal of wet fish she 
shot out of her womb, spat of the brine not spat of 
the land! Rumour flew abroad with many mouths, 
telling of the fishmother sow and gathering the 
people ; farscattered burghers came to stare at this 
numerous generation of land-creatures, the very 
image of seaborn spawn. 

278 He asked the prophetic interpreter of God’s 
will: to the question, he foretold a succession of 
dumb children to come, like the voiceless generation 
of the deep sea. And the seer bade him to hide the 
prophetic oracle, that he might propitiate the long- 
winged son of Maia, governor of the tongue, guide of 
intelligent speech. 

285 Laobié was brought to bed, and in one birth 
after another brought forth children equal in number 
to the sow’s young ones, and dumb like fishes. After 
the victory, Lord Bacchos had pity on these, and 
loosed the tie of the tongue in their dumb throats, 
drove away the silence which had been their com- 
panion from birth, bestowed upon each a voice 
perfected at last. 

291 Along with these were mustered shieldbearing 
warriors : those who dwelt in Pylai, and those who 
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possessed a habitation in Eucolla, the district of war- 
like Eos near the East Wind, and divine Goryandis 
with soil well fitted for seed. 

295 After these came armed those who possessed 
the curves of Oita,* woody mother of longliving ele- 
phants, to which nature has granted to live through 
two hundred rolling years, rounding so often the 
turning-point of eternal time, or even three hundred. 
Black they are from the point of the foot to the head, 
and they feed side by side. Each has projecting teeth 
on his long jaws, two of them, hooked like a reaper’s 
sickle, sharp and cutting, and he marches through the 
ranks of trees on his long legs ; he has a curved neck 
like a camel, and on his capacious back he carries an 
innumerable swarm of riders in rows, swinging a firm 
foot with unbending ® knees. He has a short curved 
neck, and a wide forehead shaped like asnake. The 
eyes on his face are like the little eyes of a pig. He 
is towering, enormous : as he rolls along, the skinny 
ears close to the temple on each side, move like 
fans in the lightest breath of air. A thin little restless 
waving tail whips the body with a continual regular 
movement. Often in battle the mountainous beast 
shakes a tusk and attacks a man like a pilking bull, 
striking with the borrowed sharptoothed sickle on 
each side of his mouth © and swinging natural spears 
on both cheeks. Often when he has pierced a man, he 
lifts him straight up with greedy throat, armour and 
shield and all; or he throws one down with sharp- 
pointed tusk, picks up the body as it rolls helpless 


4 Not the Greek Oita. 
> A common ancient delusion. 
¢ Meaning apparently that he has blades fastened to his 
tusks. 
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* See Plutarch, Greek Dneetitees 56, with Hallidsy's 
notes. 
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© Of Afghan Turkestan and Badakshan. 
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in a swirl of dust and throws it hurtling through 
the air at random ; he throws about this way and 
that way the jagged ring of teeth in his crooked jaw, 
beside the tusks ranged in strings like the backbone 
of a snake, and stretches down to his feet the sharp 
sword of the tusks. 

329 These creatures after the Indian war? Lord 
Dionysos led to the Caucasian district by the Ama- 
zonian River, and scattered those helmeted women, as 
he sat on the back of a mountainous elephant. But 
this was after the war. In this conflict, when Deriades 
sent out his summons to war with Lyaios, the chief- 
tain Pyloites joined him driving a straightlegged 
elephant into the fray. He was the warlike blood of 
the race which produced Marathon, one blessed in 
his children ; and he was followed to the conflict by 
a neighbouring people of different speech, from 
Eristobareia with her lovely coronals. 

39 Tribes of Derbices were there with Deriades, 
Ethiopians and Sacai® and various nations of Bac- 
trians,° and a great host of woolly-headed Blemyes.¢ 
The Ethiopians follow a peculiar and clever fashion in 
battle.¢ They wear the top of a dead horse’s head, 
hiding in this disguise the true shape of their faces. 
Thus they fasten another face on the human head, 
and join the dead to the living. So in the battle 
they startle the unwitting foe with this bastard 
head ; and their chieftain lets out a deceitful sound 
from his mouth, and gives vent to a horse’s neigh 
with his manly voice. 

350 These were the hosts which gathered at their 


4 A tribe who dwelt south of Egypt. These and the 
Ethiopians had no connexion with India. 
¢ For the Ethiopian war-dress, see Herodotus vii. 70. 2. 
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* airais Rose, ara Mss. 
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king’s call. The whole army was led to battle by the 
emperor of the Indians, son of Hydaspes the watery 
lover in union with Astris daughter of Helios, happy 
in her offspring—men say that her mother was Ceto, 
a Naiad daughter of Oceanos—and Hydaspes crept 
into her bower till he flooded it, and wooed her to his 
embrace with conjugal waves. He had the genuine 
Titan blood ; for from the bed of primeval Thaumas 
his rosyarm consort Electra brought forth two 
children—from that bed came a river and a mess- 
enger of the heavenly ones, Iris quick as the wind 
and swiftly flowing Hydaspes, Iris travelling on foot 
and Hydaspes by water. Both had an equal speed 
on two contrasted paths: Iris among the immortals 
and Hydaspes among the rivers. 

366 So great then, was the host there assembled. 
The city was crammed with people; helmeted crowds 
were surrounded by favourite young squires till they 
filled the circle of the streets that ran all four ways 
in the city, some thick at the threeways, some in the 
moat, some on the height of the walls, while others 
lay quietly on the turrets and slept under arms. The 
company of leaders was entertained by Deriades in 
his own hall, and all touched the same table as their 
hospitable king in turns on rows of seats. Teasting 
engaged them in the evening, the wing of sleep in 
the night: the army slumbered under arms on the 
eve of battle, and slumbering they had to do with 
battlestirring dreams, as they fought against shadows 
like Satyrs. 


319 


MIONYTSIAKQN EIKOZTON EBAOMON 


"EPdopnov eixoorey peOdra ariyas, for Kpoviey 
cls pobov orAile Bpopias vaeripas ‘OAvprov. 


“Aptt 5€ Avaizovoio twakapdrn mrepov “Yarvou 
dvroXins an€e Ovpas moAcurrowos "Huss, 
wai Keduidou Aime Aderpa acAacdopa: BarAdpevos Se 
artitopw Dadbovrs pédAas Acvxaivero Vdyyns: 
Kai guyas aptixdpaxtos ¢yalero xawvos ouixAns 5 
oxiloperos padecow: ano Spooepote 5¢ didpov 
OpOpios ciapujaw dAovero Kapmos éépoats. 
Kat xAovos He. 
Dacdur 5€é rupitpedéwv Spdpov Urmwy 
devawy €réwy ddcyous aveceipace Touyy, 
yetrovos cigaiwy KopubaAov “Apeos FIX@, 10 
Kal oTpatoy aixpalew mpoxadileto paprupe TUpow, 
Geppov axortilwy podoev Bédos- apdgi 5€ yain 
aiparens févov ou Bpov an’ ixpados vérios Levs 
ovparobey xatéxeve, dovou mpwrayyedov ‘lrdadv. 
Kal doviars ABadecow "EvvadAtov videroio 15 
Biya Kvavens epubaiveto vara Kovi s 
*Ivdaou dar€doto- veoopnKTou 5€ odrjpov 
"HeAlov aeAdytle Bodais avtippotos aiyAn. 
Pawopevas 5€ dadayyas 
emt KAovov ame "Tvdav 
320 


BOOK XXVII 


The twenty-seventh deals with the array in which 
Cronion musters the dwellers in Olympos 
for battle to help Dionysos. 


Now warbreeding Dawn had just shaken off the wing 
of carefree sleep and opened the gates of sunrise, 
leaving the lightbringing couch of Cephalos. Dark 
Ganges was whitened as he met the touches of Phaé- 
thon, and the cone? of gloom newly cleft apart fled 
away torn by his beams; the crops were bathed in 
the spring morning by the drops of dew from his car. 

8 Then came tumult. Phaéthon, blazing shepherd 
of the everflowing years, checked the course of his 
firebred steeds, when he heard the sound of flash- 
helm Ares rattling close by, and summoned the host 
to spearthrust, shooting a rosy ray with witnessing 
torch : Rainy Zeus poured down from heaven a rain 
of blood,® a strange shower which foretold bloodshed 
for the Indians. The thirsty back of black dust on 
the Indian ground was reddened with those gory 
drops of battle-shower ; the sheen of newburnished 
steel glittered against the beams of Helios. 

19 Now the battalions of Indians were seen: 


@ i.e. the conical shadow of the earth. 
» Hom. /l. xi. 53, xvi. 459. 


VOL. II Y 321 


NONNOS 


Anpiadns indpoTAos, émotpivuw b€ paynras 
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20 


Kai ortya Bacoapidwr: ov peiAxos évOdde Nypevs, 45 


od Oris "Ivdun ce ded€£erat, ovd€ ve KOATW 

fewodoxov peta Kia wakw devyorvra caweei, 

aidopern Bapvdouvoy euov matpwov ‘YSdomny. 
1 So mss.: dy«tAor Tudwich. 
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Deriades the presumptuous made them arm for 
battle, and encouraged his soldiers as he uttered this 
menacing speech : 

22 “ Fight, my servants, and look for our wonted 
victory! The bold hornbearing son of Thyone, as 
they call him, you must make the lackey of Deriades, 
who also bears horns on his head! Kill me those 
Pans also with devastating steel. Or if they are 
gods, and it is not permitted to pierce the body of 
unwounded Pan with cutting steel, then I make prey 
of the mountainranging Pans, and they shall tend 
herds of elephants in the wilderness. There are 
plenty of wild beasts here also, with which I will join 
the wildbeast Centaurs and Pans of hillranging 
Dionysos ; or I will make them a swarm of attendants 
for my daughter, and waiters upon the festal table 
of Morrheus. 

34 ‘* Many a Phrygian soldier in the train of wine- 
face Bacchos will bathe his body in the streams of 
the Indian river, and call Hydaspes home instead 
of Sangarios ; many a soldier who has come from 
Alybe with Dionysos shall here be a serf—let him 
forget the water of his silvern ¢ river and drink of the 
goldgleaming Ganges. 

40 “‘ Give place to me, Dionysos! flee from the 
spear of Deriades! We have a vast sea here also ; 
then let ours also receive you, after the Arabian 
waves! Ours is a wider deep which spouts its wild 
waters, enough to swallow Satyrs and Bacchants and 
ranks of Bassarids. Here no friendly Nereus, no 
Indian Thetis will receive you and save you, like those 
hospitable waves, when you flee a second time; for 
our Thetis dreads the deep rumbling Hydaspes of my 


a Cf. xi. 311. 
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ov Tpopew mote OyAUy dyw mpopov: a b€ Twdoce 
aorepomy yeveTHpos, €xw TaTpunov vowp. 
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Znvi BEND ii ainckihe "Acdt mépspw: 


® Nice is sometimes a title of Athena, sometimes the name 
of an attendant on her. * Hephaistos. 
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home. But you will say: ‘I have in me Cronion’s 
Olympian blood.’ But Earth produced the sky 
dotted with its troop of stars: you have your birth 
from heaven, but my Earth shall cover you up. 
Cronos himself, who banqueted on his own young 
children in cannibal wise, was covered up in Earth’s 
bosom, son of Heaven though he was. I am chief 
of a spearbold army; I am stronger than Lycurgos, 
who drove you away and your unwarlike Bacchant 
women. Your divine birth does not trouble me, for 
I have heard of the firestruck nuptials of your ill- 
fated Semele. Speak not of the lightning which 
attended upon the bed of Zeus, boast not of 
Cronion’s head or his manly thigh. ‘The childbed 
of Zeus in labour does not trouble me; I have often 
seen my own wife in labour. Let your father help 
you, if he likes, your father Zeus self-delivered. by 
arming female Athena, whom they call Victory, to 
help you the male: only that I may break off cliffs, 
and make the head of Pallas bloody with a cutflesh 
rock or a daring spear, and hit with an arrow from 
my bow of horn the thigh of threatening Dionysos, 
while he leads his horned Satyrs; and when he is 
wounded may fasten disgrace upon Zeus and Bromios 
and Pallas! Andif the Hobbler” shall arm to support 
them both, Hephaistos the artist is the one I want, 
to make all sorts of armour in his smithy for Deriades 
also.° I fear not the female chieftain: if she 
brandishes her father’s lightning, I have my father’s 
water. 

% ** Bold Aiacos also, who is of kindred blood with 
Lyaios as they say, offspring of heavenly Zeus, I will 
smash and send to Hades, the Zeus of the under- 

¢ As well as Achilles, 71. xviii. 
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* Son of Zeus and Flectra the Pleiad, ancestor of the 
Trojan kings. 
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world; Zeus will not fly through the air and carry 
him off. Indeed I hear that many sons of Zeus 
have been struck down in the past. Dardanos* was 
sprung from Zeus, and he perished; Minos died, 
and the bullfaced marriage of Zeus did not save him 
—if he is a judge still in Hades, what do Indians care 
if Aiacos does become a judge among the dead ?? 
Ifhe likes, let him be king of the corpses and monarch 
of the pit! Do not kill the Earthborn Cyclopeans 
who touch Olympos with their long limbs, do not 
transfix them with a spearpoint in belly or neck, let 
the heavy stroke of bronze pierce their one round 
eye.—No, kill not the Cyclopeans of the earth, for 
I want them too: they shall sit in an Indian smithy! 
Brontes shall make me a heavyrumbling trumpet to 
mock the thunder’s roar, that I may be an earthly 
Zeus ; Steropes shall make here on earth a new rival 
lightning : I will try it in fighting against Satyrs,¢ 
that Cronides may be jealous, and tear his heart yet 
more to see Deriades thundering and lightening—he 
shall fear the Indian chieftain hurling a newmade 
fiery thunderbolt ! 

99 “Who can begrudge it, if I provide my warrior 
hand with the fiery whirlwind? My mother’s father, 
governor of the flaming stars, Phaéthon, is himself 
a potentate all of fire; and if on my father’s side 
I have the blood of a river, I will fight even with 
watery missiles and make watery war upon Dionysos, 
drowning the heads of my enemy Bacchants in river 
floods. Go and cut down the Telchines of the deep 

> Minos, son of Zeus and Europa, has this position from 
Homer (Od. xi. 568 ff.) on: .Aiacos, in the Attic tradition. 


© Nonsense; there would be none left to fight. Either 
Nonnos is more than usually puzzle-headed or his text is 


corrupt. 
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with devastating steel, bury their bodies in the neigh- 
bouring sea and let Poseidon their father look after 
them, and bring to Deriades, as trophies of victory 
from the sea, the blue harness of their finewrought 
car and all their seafaring horses! Burn with your 
blazing torch the burgher heavychained of the city 
of maiden Athena, the offspring of fiery Hephaistos 
whom they call Erechtheus ; for he too has the blood 
of that illustrious Erechtheus,* whom unmothered 
Pallas once nursed at her breast, she the virgin 
enemy of wedlock, secretly guarding him by the 
wakeful light of a lamp: let him remain hidden in 
a shining Indian box, and enclosed in an empty cell 
of her darksome maiden chamber.’ 

120 “ Disarm me the Corybants also and lead them 
captive ; let Lemnian Cabeiro ° unveiled lament the 
death of her two sons; let sooty Hephaistos throw 
down his tongs, and see the destroyer of his race 
sitting in the car of the Cabeiroi, see Deriades driving 
the bronzefoot horses ! 

126 “* T will slay the sons of Zeus! I do not grudge 
Morrheus to conquer Aristaios, that son of Phoibos 
who hunts the hare and scatters the poor pugnacious 
bees.? Go you and slay the battalions of soft Bas- 
sarids with your sickles and twoedged swords ;_ but 
the highhorned son of Zeus shall fall to the horned 
son of a river. Let no one shrink when he sees him 
riding a lioness, or mounted like a champion on the 
loins of a wild bear, let none shrink from the grim 


@ He means Erichthonios, cf. xiii. 172 ff. 

> i.e. she hid him in a box when he was a baby ; now she 
may have (the ashes of) his descendant sent to her in another. 

© Mother (in late mythology) of the Cabeiroi. 

4 Of. Virg. Georg. iv. 86-87. 
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jaws of wild beasts under the yoke : for who will run 
before leopard or lion with armed elephants on his 
side?” 

436 After this oration of their king, the Indians 
went to battle, some on the backs of steelclad ele- 
phants, some upon stormfoot horses beside them. 
Close behind came an infinite host of footmen, armed 
with pikes or shields or capped quiver: one man 
carried a sickle of beaten bronze like a harvester of 
war, another marched lifting a buckler and quick 
bow and windswift arrows. 

144 So they rushed forth into the plain, and opened 
the fray near the mouth of the Indus. But from the 
trees of the forest Dionysos, thyrsus in hand, armed 
his warriors with shields and swords and invincible 
leafage. He divided his army of Bacchants into 
four parts, and posted them facing the dawn in 
the direction of the four winds. The first was 
among the thick trees by the feet of the circling 
Bear, where the skyfallen water of many scattered 
rivers comes pouring down from the Caucasos ¢ 
mountains, in that very place where heavyrum- 
bling Hydaspes brings his flood eddying in his end- 
less course. The second battalion he placed where 
twimouth Indus bends his flood, curving through the 
mountains towards the western district of the land 
between,® and surrounds Patalene with his waters. 
The third he drew up where in the southern gulf the 
southern sea° rolls with ruddy waves. The fourth 
mailed army the king posted towards the land of 
sunrise, whence Ganges moves watering the reed- 


* Hindu Kush. 
> Between the two arms of the delta. 
¢ The Erythraian Sea (Indian Ocean). 
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beds with his fragrant waves. The host thus divided 
and under arms, he appointed four helmeted leaders, 
and addressed a rousing oration to them all: 

167 “ Dance here also, you Bassarids! Slay the 
barbarian tribes of your enemies, match thyrsus 
against spear, against sword also; let my harp be- 
come a trumpet which stirs war for the Satyrs, 
instead of its familiar banqueting-table. May the 
green leafy vintage strike down the steel, may it 
conquer the sharpened spear! Instead of the nightly 
dancings of Dionysos, let my pipes take another tune 
and sing the battle-hymn—let them leave the supper- 
tune of mindcharming Bromios. 

176 ‘Tf Hydaspes would bend a submissive knee 
to me, and never again arm his rebellious flood against 
the Bacchoi, I will treat him kindly ; I will change all 
his glorious water into Euian wine with streams from 
the winepress, making his waters strong, I will 
crown the peaks of his wild forest with my leaves 
and make it all vine: but if ever again he shall 
help with his protecting flood the falling Indians 
and his son Deriades, taking the horned river- 
shape in a man’s body, then make a dam over the 
presumptuous river, and cross the thirsty water 
as on a highroad with unwetted feet, and let the 
hoof of fine horses tread on a dry Hydaspes with 
bare sand and scrape the dust there. 

189 “If the terrified chief of warmad Indians is 
sprung from Phaéthon’s heavenly race, and if 
Phaéthon should set up fiery war against me to 
honour his daughter’s horned offspring, I will arm 
once more my Cronion’s brother @ against Phaéthon’s 
attack, a quencher for his fire from the watery sea. I 


@ Poseidon. 
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BapBapa Suvevuw émAnvia Boorpuxa irys. 215 
vopevéwy be xdpyva xopigoate ou viKNS 

Tpaddov és uo «Horta, merappéva paprup: Oipow. 

moAAas 8° éx TOoAE O10 peTaoTHOW orixas “lydav 

Cwyproas per’ “Apna, napa mpomiAua $€ Avddv 

méw pavopévowo Kepdata Anpradijos.” 220 
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* Cf. Hom. Od. xii. 127 ff. * Cf. xxxviii. 432. 
* A process of purification in some mystery-cults. 
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will go to the island of Thrinacia,* where are the sheep 
and oxen of the fireflashing heavenly Charioteer, and 
drag the sun’s daughter Lampetié under the yoke 
of slavery, to bow the knee like a girl captured by 
the spear. Then let Astris wander away to the 
mountains, to bewail her son Deriades a slave in 
heavy chains : let her go, if she likes, to settle in the 
Celtic land, that she also may turn into a tree with 
the Heliads and weep often in floods of sorrowful 
tears.? 

204 “ Make haste, I pray, and whiten the round 
blackskin faces of the captive Indians with the 
initiate’s chalk; and bring me the bold king? 
swathed in clusters of vine ; throw a fawnskin about 
Deriades in his coat of mail. Let the Indian king 
bend a slave’s knee to Bromios after my victory, and 
throw his corselet to the winds, covering his body in 
a better corselet of fur. Let him press his foot into 
purple buskins, and leave his silver greaves to the 
breezes. After his deadly arrows and the deeds of 
battle which he knows, let him learn the nightdancing 
rites of Dionysos, and shake his curls of barbarian 
hair over the winepress. Bring enemy heads as 
trophies of victory to breezy Tmolos, pierced with 
the witnessing thyrsus. Many long lines of Indians 
I will bring away from the war alive after fighting is 
done, and I will fix on a Lydian gatehouse the horns 
of mad Deriades.”’ 

221 With this speech he gave them courage. The 
Bacchant women made haste, the Seilenoi shouted 
the tune of the battle-hymn, the Satyrs opened their 
throats and shouted in accord; the sound of the 
beating drum rang out, beating time with its terri- 


4 Something has fallen out. 
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fying boom, the rattling women clanged their double 
strokes with alternate hands ; the shepherd’s syrinx 
piped out its Phrygian notes to summon the host. 

31 In front of the army, pushing to the fray, the 
Mygdonian torch shone leaping through the air, 
proclaiming the fiery birth of Bacchos. The horned 
brow of old Seilenos sparkled with light; snakes 
were twined in the unplaited hair of the hillranging 
Bacchant women. The Satyrs also fought; they 
were whitened with mystic chalk,* and on their cheeks 
hung the terrifying false mask of a sham voiceless 
face. One lashing a maddened tiger against his foes 
scattered the cars of linked elephants. Hoary Maron 
was armed with a clustering shoot, and pierced the 
bodies of fighting Indians with a branch of garden- 
vine. 

241 All the inhabitants of Olympos were sitting 
with Zeus in his godwelcoming hall, gathered in full 
company on golden thrones. As they feasted, fair- 
hair Ganymedes drew delicious nectar from the 
mixing-bow] and carried it round. For then there 
was no noise of Achaian war for the Trojans as once 
there was, that Hebe with her lovely hair might 
again mix the cups, and the Trojan cupbearer might 
be kept apart from the immortals, so as not to hear 
the fate of his country. Now Zeus Allwise addressed 
the assembly, and spoke to Apollo and Hephaistos 
and Athena: 

252 ‘* Prophetic sovereign of the prophetic axle of 
Pytho, Prince of Archery, lightbringer, brother of 
Bacchos, remember Parnassos and your Dionysos ! 
You did not fail to see Ampelos who lived but a day ; 
you know also the double mystic torch of the double 
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peaks. Come now, fight for Lyaios your brother ! 
Bend your Olympian bow to help the Bassarids. 
Glorify the cliff of your Parnassos common to both, 
where the Bacchant woman holding revel has raised 
her voice in song to you and sleepless Dionysos, and 
kindled one common Delphian flame for both. Re- 
member your lionslaying Cyrene,’ illustrious Archer ! 
Be gracious to Agreus and Dionysos both: as the 
Herdsman, fight for the generation of Satyr herds- 
men. Repel the heavyhearted jealousy of Hera, that 
the stepmother of Apollo may not laugh to see 
Dionysos run! She always cherishes jealousy and 
resentment for my loves, and attacks my children. 
I will not remind you of your mother’s tribulation 
in childbirth,* when Leto carried her twin burden 
and had to wander over the world, tormented with 
the pangs of childbirth ; when the stream of Peneios 
fled from her, when Dirce refused your mother, when 
Asopos himself made off dragging his lame leg behind 
him—auntil Delos gave help to her labour, until the 
old palmtree played the midwife for Leto with her 
poor little leaves. 

278 “ And you, Pallas, fearless daughter, for whom 
Zeus was father and mother both, help your brother, 
the ornament of your country! Save your people 
who are following Dionysos, do not look on while the 
sons of your Marathon perish! Glorify the growth 
of your Athenian olive, which gave you a city. Grant 
this grace to old Icarios,? for one day Dionysos will 
give his rich bunches of fruit to him also. Remember 
Triptolemos and the good plowman Celeos, and do not 

* The Dionysiac rites held in winter on Parnassos, 
> Cf. v. 215. 
© Cf. Callim. Hymns iv. 71 ff. 
@ Cf, xlvii. 34 fF. 
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* The Eleusinians who received Demeter in her wanderings. 
* The Bocotians having invaded Attica, it was agreed 
to settle the matter by single combat between their leader, 
Xanthos, and the Athenian champion Melanthios. As the 
were about to begin, Melanthios saw a figure clad in a blac 
goatskin behind his opponent, and objected to having to 
fight two at once. onthe turned round to look, and 
Melanthios took advantage of this to kill him. Somehow 
identifying the phantom as Dionysos, the Athenians instituted 
a cult of him under the title Melanaigis, He of the black 
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insult the fruitful baskets of Metaneira.* For Zeus 
your fruitful father bore the birthpangs of the helper, 
your Bacchos of the vine, in his pregnant thigh, and 
you, the girl-child, in his head. Come now, raise the 
lance born along with you, shake your goatcape the 
aegis, the governor of war, be helper to my Satyrs, 
because they also wear hairy skins of the mountain 
goats ; the god of countrymen himself, lord of the 
shepherd's pipes, goatfoot Pan, needs your aegis-cape. 
He once helped to defend my inviolable sceptre and 
fought against the Titans, he once was mountain- 
ranging shepherd of the goat Amaltheia my nurse, 
who gave me milk; save him, for he in the after- 
time shall help the Athenian battle, he shall slay 
the Medes and save shaken Marathon. Shake your 
aegis-cape and protect Lyaios, your brother in his 
black goatskin-cape, who shal] drive out the Boiotian 
captain and save your country? ; then the citizen 
of Eleutho shall sing a hymn of salvation, calling 
Euoi for Apaturios the faithful son of Thyone, if 
Athens shall celebrate together in Phrygian tune, 
after her Limnaian Bacchos, Dionysos of Eleusis. 

308 “CQ you family of Olympos, facing all ways! Ah, 
here is a great marvel! Hera of Argos stands by 


Goatskin. See, for some modern criticism of this curious 
tale, Rose, Handbook of Gk. Lit., pp. 131 f. 

Iacchos, an obscure Eleusinian god, was identified with 
Dionysos (Bacchos) at a fairly early date in Athens; he is the 
“‘ Fleusinian Dionysos ’” meant here, and was prominent in 
the historical celebrations under Athenian patronage of the 
Eleusinian Mysteries. The Apaturia, which Dionysos has 
really nothing to do with, was a festival at which children 
were enrolled in their fathers’ clans. Limnaios was a local 
Athenian title of Dionysos, from the position of his temple 
in the Limnai, or Marshes, a piece of low-lying ground of 
somewhat uncertain locality. 
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° Cf. on xiii, 172. 
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Deriades the foreigner ; Athena of Attica renounces 
the warriors of Cecrops; my own Ares of Thrace 
true to his mother deserts my son Bacchos, and the 
Thracian host which follows Dionysos, and saves an 
Indian horde! But I alone fight for Dionysos with 
my blazing fire, one against all, until Bacchos shall 
destroy the black nation root and branch. And you 
Hephaistos, lover of the Maiden, bridegroom of 
creative Earth,? do you sit still and care nothing for 
Marathon, where the wedding torch ® of the unwedded 
goddess is shining? I will not remind you of the 
mystical sparks of your everburning light. Re- 
member the casket in that childcherishing maiden 
chamber, in which was the son of Earth, in which 
the Girl nursed your selfbegotten offspring with her 
manly breast. Lift up your axe that played the mid- 
wife,° to save the people of your Athena with your 
delivering hatchet! Do you sit still, Hephaistos, 
and will not you save your children? Lift your 
accustomed torch to defend the Cabeiroi; turn 
your eye and see your ancient bride, your Cabeiro, 
reproaching you in love for her sons. Valiant 
Alcimacheia ¢ of Lemnos needs your valour ! ” 

331 After this appeal the gods who dwelt in 
Olympos departed in haste. Athenaia and Apollo 
united together as helpers, and fiery Hephaistos 
went along with Tritogeneia. Hera joined herself 
to the other party of immortals, leading Ares by the 
hand, and wideflowing Hydaspes, to help the enemy 
with equal ardour. Rout and Terror went in their 

> Obscure. Does Nonnos take some Marathonian rite in 
which torches were used to commemorate Athena’s marriage 
with Hephaistos ? 

¢ He split Zeus’s head with it to let Athena out. 

4 A Mainad; for her death, see xxx. 192. 
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company, and with them cornbearing Deo, the rival 
of Bacchos, being jealous of lifegiving Dionysos who 
loved the grapes because he had discovered the 
beverage of wine; and this dimmed the pride of 
ancient Zagreus, the god who first of all had the 
name of Dionysos.* 


® Cf. bk. vi., especially 206. 
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Look at the twenty-eighth also, where you will see 
a great fiery fight of Cyclopians. 


Now there was implacable conflict ; for both Phau- 
nos and Aristaios fought side by side, and Aiacos 
joined them, doing deeds worthy of Zeus his father, 
shaking the shield over his back, that shield of bronze 
curiously wrought on its dise with many patterns of 
fine art, which the Lemnian anvil had made. 

7 And the host came armed in all its many forms, 
hastening in troops to the Indian War. One with his 
fleshcutting ivy stormed into battle, guiding a fine 
car with a team of panthers ; one yoked lions of the 
Erythraian hills to his chariot, and drove the grim 
pair bristling under the yokestrap. Another sat tight 
on an unbridled bull, and amused himself by lashing 
its flanks, as he cast his javelins furiously among 
the black Indian ranks. Another leapt on the back 
of a bear of Cybele, and attacked the enemy, shaking 
the vinewrapt thyrsus and scaring the drivers of long- 
legged elephants. Another shot at the foe with 
fleshcutting ivy ; no sword he had, no round buckler, 
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no deadly spear of battle, but shaking clustered 
leaves of plants he killed the mailed man with a tiny 
twig. Thunder crashed like sounding pipes: the 
Seilenoi shouted, the Bacchant women came to 
battle with fawnskins thrown across their chests 
instead of a corselet. And a Satyr of the mountains 
sat astride on the back of a lioness, as if he were 
riding a colt. 

27 The Indians on their part raised their warery, 
and the barbarian pipes of war sounded to summon 
the host and assemble the fighting men. Garlands 
knocked against helmets, corselet against goatskin, 
thyrsus rushed upon spear, greaves were matched 
against buskins ; rows of shields pressed against each 
other as the ranks which carried them met together, 
footmen against footmen; Pelasgian helmet pushed 
Mygdonian helmet with highnodding plume.* 

35 Many and various were the fates of the fighting 
men. One bounded high in air with the Bacchic 
dance; one lay groaning upon the ground; one 
merrily stamped his shoon; one gasped under a 
wound ; one skipt in honour of Lyaios. Another let 
out the warcry from his lips, and sang of Ares’ lance, 
another of the festival of Dionysos ; the warshout 
resounded together with the worship of Bromios, 
Euian tambours roared, trumpet blared with harp 
leading the combat and gathering the people, mingled 
gore with libation, confused bloodshed with dance. 

45 There well to the front lightly poised on his foot, 
Phaleneus cast a spear straight at Deriades and 
struck the unbreakable coat of mail; the deadly 
point thus cast did not reach the flesh, but glanced 
off and stuck in the ground. Mighty Corymbasos 


4 Imitated from Jl, xvi, 215-217. 
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noticed the enemy as he rushed at Deriades, and 
madly attacked him—struck his neck as he charged 
and sheared it through with his sword, mowing off 
the head : at the shearing stroke, Phaleneus headless 
and bathed in blood fell to the ground. 

55 About him rose a tumultuous din. Dexiochos 
grazed the forehead of Phlogios,t and his blade 
cleft the helmet and cut the brow: the wounded 
man, startled, moved back step by step? and took 
shelter behind his brother’s great shield, as Aias 
used to receive his kinsman Teucros, that shooter 
of arrows against the Dardanian nation, under 
his sevenhide shield, and sheltered his brother and 
comrade under his father’s targe.° In a moment, 
Corymbasos drew sword from sheath, and cut through 
the neck of Dexiochos with his blade. Quickly with 
a mad leap over the palpitating body came Clytios, a 
leader of the footmen, and raging wildly cast at high- 
crested Deriades ; but Hera turned the spear away 
from the man, for she hated Clytios and Indian- 
slaying Dionysos both. Yet the warrior’s quick 
shot did not miss; it pierced the monstrous throat 
of the straightlegged elephant which Deriades rode, 
and killed the furious beast. The mountainous crea- 
ture in agony cleverly shook the whole car which he 
carried on his black neck ; and shooting out the trunk 
which curved round his face, disengaged the blood- 
stained ropes of his yokepads. The driver quickly 
dived under the famous yoke, and sword in hand, 
cut the mass of knotted straps which held the yoke 
over the neck; then Celaineus brought a new one 
hightowering from the wide stables and got it ready. 


@ See xxvi. 45. > From JI. xi. 547, 
¢ See xiii. 461, and Hom. J1. viii. 266. 
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1 So uaei: Ludwich ddysobou. 
352 


DIONYSIACA, XXVIII. 81-110 


81 Now Clytios grew bold with hope of victory un- 
disputed. He challenged the slayer of Dexiochos in 
a madman’s voice, and uttered fatal words with 
insulting tongue : 

84 “ Stand, dog! Flee not from me, Corymbasos ! 
I will show you what javelin-throwers are the servants 
of Lyaios! I will lead you all captive into Phrygia 
—this my spear shall devastate the cities of India— 
after the Indian-slaying victory I will make Deriades 
the lackey of Dionysos! The virgin shall loose her 
maidenhood without bridegifts—she shall accept a 
shaggychested Satyr for husband, an Indian ravished 
beside Mygdonian Hermos ! ” 

82 Corymbasos was infuriated by these words. 
Clytios was too late—the other shore through his 
throat as he spoke. The head bounded high with 
a leap of fate, raining drops of blood on the dust. 

96 Corymbasos left the dead body dancing and 
rolling on the ground, and scattered the Seilenoi, 
Corymbasos chief of the Indians pre-eminent for 
valour next to Morrheus and their king. He struck 
Sebes the spearman above the circle of his breast, and 
drove the spear of bronze into the flesh, drew out 
the bloody spear and left him there in a heap of dust. 
He leapt upon Oinomaos : he was retreating quick 
as the wind with startled foot towards the army of 
Bromios, but the other saw him and pursued, and 
thrust his spear into the middle of his back—the 
point leapt in and went through the belly with the 
thrust and out at the midnipple. The man trans- 
fixed with the bloody steel and new-slain sprawled 
flat on his face in the dust; the mist of death came 
down on his eyelids. But the prodigious hero did 
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not cease from slaughter. Four helmeted warriors 
were killed by this one slayer, Tyndarios and Thoén 
and Autesion and Onites. 

38 Many a dead man also was there, just slain, 
yet he fell not forward to the ground, he lay not 
stretched out on his back : no, though dead he stood 
firmly on the earth, like a warrior fighting in the 
front, as if poising a spear, as if drawing bow and 
aiming a quick shot at a mark. The valiant dead, 
yearning for battle after fate had found him, com- 
pelled the threads of the Fates, like one casting a 
light spear, pierced from head to foot with arrows 
from countless bows, a standing image of Ares. ‘The 
warriors gazed with wondering eyes at the dead 
spearman, who still held his spear and had not dropt 
his oxhide, a spearman corpse, a targeteer without 
life. 

126 One struck an Athenian, and shore off his right 
arm with the dreadful steel, cutting through the top 
of the shoulder ; the limb just cut off with shoulder 
attached, fell rolling in the dance of death and scoring 
along a stretch of yellow dust. The man would have 
pulled the long spear out of the rolling hand and 
made fight again with a long throw, battling with 
spear throwing left instead of right ; but an enemy 
blocked his way and got in first, cutting off the left at 
the shoulder in its turn. The arm fell to the ground, 
and a farshot spout of bloody dew struck the slayer 
and drenched him with crimson drops ; on the ground 
the poor hand went madly rolling and jumping, 
reddened with blood, while the curved fingers caught 
a good handful of earth in its imprisoning clutch, as 





1 So mss.: Ludwich IIvdos. 
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if gripping again the shieldstrap. The man shed a 
soldier’s tears, and spoke : 

144“ What I want is another hand, that with 
three hands I may do deeds worthy of Tritogeneia ! ¢ 
Never mind—TI will pursue the enemy, if I leave my 
hands behind. So much remains for my valour! 
Then all may tell a double-handed glory for Athens, 
how her sons are heroes when their hands are cut 
off and they have nothing but feet!’ > 

150 So saying, he rushed like the wind into the 
battle, and attacked his destroyer unarmed. The 
enemy stared at him in amazement one and all, and 
surrounded the half-soldier on all sides; he quite 
alone received stab after stab, as the steel struck 
again and again with merciless blows, until at last he 
fell to the ground, a warlike image preserving the 
memory of the progenitor for a citizen of later days.° 

158 Not only those who fought on foot were cut 
down; there was death for the horsemen too. On 
they went, one bringing fate for another. Rider 
caught rider, piercing his back with a spear as he fled 
before, or striking him face to face on the breast ; 
he shook him away? in the dust, new-slain, as he 
sat his horse. One horse struck by an arrow in the 
flank, shook off his rider headlong upon the ground, 
even as Pegasos flying high in the air as swift in his 
course as the wandering wind, threw Bellerophontes.® 


and feet both, but the word neatly glances at the special 
circumstances. 

© Very dubious; the text is corrupt. Cynegeiros is 
supposed to be meant. He was the brother of Aeschylos, 
and at the battle of Marathon seized hold of a Persian ship 
with one hand; when this was struck off, he seized it with 
the other. 4 i.e. cleared his lance-point. 

¢ When Bellerophon tried to ride him up to heaven. 
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° The mention of Salmoneus here is grotesquely in- 
appropriate. He was king of Elis and pretended to be 
Zeus, imitating the thunder and lightning with a bronze 
implement of some kind and torches. Zeus therefore killed 
him with real lightning. The Indians are not mimicking 
anything, they are being killed with the Cyclops's imitation 
lightning ! 
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Another in terror slipt off the horse’s back and fell to 
the ground at full length over the horse’s belly and 
hung by his side like a tumbler, and rolled along 
dragging his head on the ground with his feet on the 
horse’s back. 

172 Now the grim Cyclopes, allies of Zeus, sur- 
rounded the fighters. Argilipos lifted a shining torch 
and shed light on the throng through the dark clouds. 
He was armed with a firebarbed thunderbolt from the 
underworld, and fought with firebrands : the swarthy 
Indians trembled, amazed at that fire so like the 
heavenly firebursts. A champion all of fire he was, 
and the sparks of earthborn lightning showered upon 
the enemies’ heads. The Cyclops conquered ash- 
pikes and countless swords, shaking his hot missiles 
and his flashing points, with brands for his arrows : 
one upon another, countless, he burnt the Indian 
men with the blazing shafts, chastising with pre- 
tended thunderbolt not one Salmoneus®? alone, slay- 
ing not only one enemy of God; not one Euadne 
alone groaned, or only one Capaneus was scorched up. 

187 Steropes also was armed with a mimic lightning, 
which he brandished like the lightningflash of the 
sky, but an extinguishable brand, the child of Western 
flame, seed of Sicilian fire and that smoky forge ; a 
dark pall covered it like a cloud, and beneath it he 


Capaneus was one of the Seven against Thebes ; he was 
just mounting the walls when he declared Zeus himself could 
not stop him now; Zeus took up the challenge and killed 
him with a thunderbolt. His wife Euadne grieved for him 
so bitterly that she threw herself on his funeral pyre. It is 
just possible that Nonnos means in 186 that many Indian 
women had occasion to perform suttee, but his ignorance of 
their customs is so dense that it is far from certain he had 
ever heard of such a thing. 
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now hid the light, now showed it, in alternating 
movements, just like the flashes in the sky ; for the 
lightning comes in flashes and goes again. 

1% Brontes also was in the battle, rattling a noisy 
tune with a din like rolling thunderclaps : he poured 
an earthborn shower of his own with strange drops 
falling through the air, and lasting but a moment— 
an unreal Zeus he was, with imitated raindrops and 
no clouds. Then leaving the artificial noise of this 
mock thunder, he armed himself with Sicilian steel 
against the enemy ; swinging the iron hammer high 
over his shoulders he smashed many an enemy head, 
and struck the dusky ranks right and left, with a 
clang like the blows as if he were ever striking on 
the hammerbeaten anvil of Etna. 

206 Next he broke off a crag from a farspreading 
rock, and rushed upon Deriades with this stony spear. 
He hurled the huge rock with merciless hand against 
the blackskin king who stood ready, and struck his 
hairy chest with its rocky point. The king was 
wholly staggered with the heavy blow of this huge 
millstone full on his chest, like a drunken man ; but 
Hydaspes rescued his stricken son from death. The 
bold king, crushed by the blow, dropt the furious spear 
from his never-tiring hands, the twentycubit spear of 
bronze, and threw his shield on the ground out of his 
shamed grasp, with little breath left in him ; struck 
on the round of his breast by the pointed stone, he fell 
down headlong out of his lofty car like a tall high- 
crested firtree, which falling encompasses a vast space 
of wide earth. The Indians crowded round him and 
lifted him into the car, fearing that the ugly Cyclops 
might get another crag of some lofty hill and throw 
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again, and slay their king with the rough missile— 
for he was as tall as highcrested Polyphemos.* In 
the middle of this grim champion’s forehead glared 
the light of one single round eye; the blackskin 
Indians shook with wonder and fear when they 
saw the eye of the grim Cyclops; they thought 
Olympian Selene must have come down from the 
sky and risen in the earth-born Cyclops’s face, shining 
with her full orb, to defend Lyaios. 

33 Father Zeus, seeing how the Cyclops imitated 
his own noise, laughed on high in the clouds that the 
earth was then flooded with a strange kind of shower 
from earthclouds upon its bosom, a new experience, 
while the thirsty air had no downpour through its 
bare dry expanse. 

238 'Trachios also reared his head: and Elatreus, 
marching beside his brother, held and shook a shield 
like a towering crag, and held a long firtree high in 
the clouds, sweeping off the enemies’ heads with his 
treespear. 

42 Kuryalos reared his head. He cut off a large 
body of fugitives in the battle, away from the plain and 
down towards the sea, shutting the Indian companies 
into the fishgiving gulf; so he conquered his foes 
over the lancebearing main as he thrust his twenty- 
cubit blade through the water. Then with long pole- 
axe he split off a rock near the brine, and threw it 
at his adversaries; many then felt the threads of 
Fate in double fashion without burial, struck with the 
jagged missile, and brinedrowned in watery strife. 

257 Another Cyclops of the tribe went raging and 
seattering his foes, the prime warrior Halimedes, a 


® The Cyclops in the Odyssey, who nearly sinks Odysseus’s 
ship with a stone, ix. 480 ff. 
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* With his brother Chitor, ‘The appearance of the two 
(in the form of St. Elmo's tire) on the rigging of a ship is a 
portent of escape from a storm. 
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monster with towering limbs; guarding himself he 
held before his great round eye a bossy oxhide shield. 
Then Phlogios the avenger of the slain Indians saw 
him; he rounded his bow, and drew back the 
windswift shaft to pierce the eye in that forehead 
—and he would have done it, but as he aimed, the 
highheaded Cyclops saw the coming attack, and 
dodged the blow of the flying arrow by shifting 
aside. Then the other poised a rock and threw 
the rough missile at Phlogios; but he retreated 
and stood by the car of oxhorned Deriades, and 
thus just evaded the sharp stone flying through 
the air, and there he remained. But Halimedes, 
angry that Phlogios had retreated, opened his 
deadly throat, and with one loud roar slew twelve 
men by pouring out one man-destroying boom of his 
furious voice. 

274 The warcries of the Cyclopes made Olympos 
ring with their terrible sounds; and the dancers 
of battle, the Dictaian Corybants, joined in the 
battle. 

277 Damneus fought and pursued the enemy tribes. 

. On the plain the warcry sounded. Prym- 
neus succoured the excited Bacchant women, like 
a fair wind which blows astern and saves the mariner 
riding with the gales; full welcome he came to 
the army, as Polydeuces*% brings calm to buffeted 
ships when he puts to sleep the heavy billows of the 

alebreeding sea. 

278 Ocythods? with light quick step scared away the 
warriors. Many he slew with speedy fate, bringing 
down one with spear in stand-up fight, one with a 
shot at a distant view, cutting down another with 

> See xiii, bit. 
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* Hom, /!/. xxiii. 636 ff. * Acmon means anvil. 
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horrid knife; another still running onwards and flying 
like to the breezes the furious pursuer caught, plying 
his knees and feet quick as the wind—as good a 
runner as Iphiclos,* who used to skim the untrodden 
calm only touching the surface with the soles of his 
feet, and passed over a field of corn without bending 
the tops of the ears with his travelling footsteps. 
Ocythods was like him windfooted. 

#88 Mimas was in the thick of the fray, making a 
dance of battle with woven paces and frightening the 
host, swinging a capering sword, the dancer-at-arms 
skipping in dead earnest with knowing leaps ; as once 
the pyrrhic dance raised a noise in the ears of Cronos. 
and clanged sword on shield on Mount Ida, and 
rang out a valiant din to deceive the enemy, as he 
screened the stealthy nurture of growing Zeus. So 
mailelad Mimas brandished his spear in air in 
mimicry of the dance-at-arms, as he cut down the 
heads of his foes, an iron harvest of battle; so he 
offered the firstfruits of the enemy to witnessing 
Bacchos with Indianslaying axe and doublebiting 
sword ; so he poured his libation of blood and gore to 
Dionysos, instead of the sacrifice of cattle and the 
wonted drinkoffering of wine. 

309 Beside Ocythods, Acmon with brilliant helmet 
moved his restless circling feet in knowing leaps. 
He fought unshakable like the hammerbeaten anvil 
of his name,’ holding a Corybantic shield, which 
had often held in its hollow baby Zeus asleep 
among the mountains: yes, a little cave once was 
the home of Zeus, where that sacred goat played the 
nurse to him with her milky udder for a makeshift, 
and cleverly let him suck the strange milk, when 
the noise of shaken shields resounded beaten on the 
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back with tumbling steel to hide the little child with 
their clanging. Their help allowed Rheia to wrap 
up that stone of deceit, and gave it to Cronos for a 
meal in place of Cronides. 

303 Sharpsighted Idaios entered the revels of war, 
that dancer of battle turning his intricate steps, in- 
cessantly shaken with the mad passion for Indian 
carnage. 

306 Melisseus also scared all the dusky host with 
boldness unshaken. True to his name," he imitated 
the bee up in arms with her terrible sting. Morrheus 
hurled a hurtling stone against the quick Curetian 
who faced him, but he missed Melisseus, he missed 
him—for it is not seemly that a Corybant should be 
killed with a millstone. 

324 So the dancers of cruel war fought all together 
asone. Round the car of Deriades they gathered ina 
ring of shields, beating their armour, and surrounded 
the tower in rhythmic battle and shieldbearing dance. 
And the noise mounted through the air to the palace 
of Zeus, and the fairfooted Seasons trembled at the 
turmoil of both armies. 
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In the twenty-ninth, Ares retreats from the battle, 
being urged to another wedding by 
Cythereia. 


Wuen Hera saw the companies of Indians being 
destroyed, she threw on proud Deriades courage 
invincible. The terrible king felt the pride of an 
intenser ardour for strife. He went about through 
the whole black army rank by rank, pouring forth 
his frenzied voice among the forefighters, and 
rallying all the fugitive host back into the fray, 
changing one man’s mind by gentle words, one 
by threats. He grew bolder still, and the Indians 
themselves recovered and rushed into battle at the 
summons of their king. ‘Then farshooting Morrheus 
cut through the whole body of Satyrs : now he dis- 
charged a cloud of arrows through the air from his 
backbending bow against his adversaries ; now he 
cast his furious spear again and again, and disordered 
the horned generation of Seilenoi. 

15 Longhaired Hymenaios fought swinging his 
sword, out of reach on the back of his Thessalian 
horse, and cut down black Indians with his rosy hand. 
He blazed in radiance: you might see him in the 
midst of the Indians, like the bright morning star 
against ugly darkness. He drove the enemy to 
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flight, since for his beauty’s sake Dionysos inspired 
him fighting with strength divine. 

22 And Iobacchos was glad when he saw him a 
champion in the battle ; he would not have chosen 
Cronion’s lightning for ally in his war rather than 
the ashplant of Hymenaios. If he drove his colt into 
the throng of escaping Indians, Dionysos flicked the 
neck of his motley wild beasts, and brought up his 
car to the horse; he kept close to the youth, and 
took him as his boy, as Phoibos with Atymnios.* He 
was always to be seen by his side, and desired the 
youth to notice him as lovely and valiant at once; 
in the conflict he touched the clouds with pride to be 
Hymenaios’s comrade in arms. One thing only in- 
censed him, that the boy’s father was earthborn 
Phlegyas and not Cronides. He was always near him, 
like a father guarding his son, for fear that some 
farshooter might let fly an arrow and hit the boy : as 
the shafts came, he held out his right hand to protect 
Hymenaios as with a shield. He encouraged the 
young champion with such words as these : 

39 “ Shoot your shot, dear boy, and Ares will cease 
to rage! Your beauty was the shot which hit 
Bacchos, whose arrows bring down the Giants. Shoot 
Deriades also with your shots, that foolish king of 
our enemies, that enemy of God; that men may 
say, ‘ Hymenaios hit two marks with one arrow, the 
body of Deriades and the heart of Dionysos !’”’ 

45 At this speech of Bromios, the lovely farshooter 
Hymenaios attacked the battle with more vigour than 
before ; and Dionysos enamoured, rejoicing in him, 
rushed in with more fury and scattered the whole 
black nation out and out. One who saw Dionysos 


2 See xi. 230. 
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like a merciless tornado in the field, piercing Indian 
heads insatiate with his arrows, said something like 
this to avaricious Melaneus ¢: 

52 “ Archer, where is your bow, where are your 
windswift arrows? Women in dainty dress are shoot- 
ing their arrows at us! Come, aim a shot at short- 
lived Dionysos! Let not the legend of his Olympian 
name mislead you. Never fear Bacchos, who has in 
him the mortal blood of a quickfated father, and lies 
when he calls himself son of Zeus. Here—let fly your 
shot, and if you can hit the mark, accept infinite 
gifts from our wealthy king, if he sees Dionysos, 
Thyone’s haughty son, brought down by your shaft 
and laid on a pyre. One shot would finish all our 
troubles. Pray to both—stretch out your hands to 
the Water and pray to Mother Earth, and with truth- 
ful lips vow to both sacrifice after victory ; at the 
altar let bullshaped Hydaspes hold a hornstrong bull, 
and let black Earth receive a black ram.” ? 

68 With these words he persuaded Melaneus the 
archer, a man with a passion for mindbeguiling riches. 
Silently he took off the cap of his quiver and chose 
a long arrow ; then drew back the bowstring as he 
knew how to do, until the bow was rounded by a 
backward pull of his hand: he brought the deadly 
oxgut close to his breast till the steel point touched 
the bow, and the shaft sped straight — but Zeus 
made it swerve aside from Dionysos, and the winged 
arrow pierced the bloodbathed thigh of garlanded 


Hymenaios. 
78 But Dionysos failed not to see the arrow swerve 


@ See xxvi. 257. ; : . 
> Black victims are regular offerings to chthonians, 7.e. 
deities living in and under the earth. 
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DIONYSIACA, XXIX. 79-108 


aside, as it flew whizzing by, quick as the cruel 
breeze. But he softened the force of the flying shaft, 
and made of little avail the deadly longshot of 
Melaneus ; the Paphian too brushed away the barbs 
of the shaft, in grace to a sister's love of Dionysos her 
brother, and kept the shot just out of the flesh, as 
when a mother drives off a vagrant fly from her 
sleeping child, fanning his face with a corner of her 
robe.* 

8? Hymenaios came close to Bacchos, and showed 
him the angry wound on his reddened thigh. An 
adorable tear dropt under his brows, that he might 
make sure of the helping right arm of Dionysos his 
protector: he wanted a physician to save his life. 
Then Dionysos caught Hymenaios’s white arm and 
helped him up into his car; he took him away from 
the tumult of battle, and made him sit down on the 
ground in the shade of an oak not far off, heavy and 
drooping his head. As Apollo bemoaned Hyacinthos,? 
struck by the quoit which brought him quick death, 
and reproached the blast of the West Wind’s jealous 
gale, so Dionysos often tore his hair and lamented for 
Hymenaios with those unweeping eyes. When he 
saw the barbs of the arrow outside the flesh, he was 
glad and took courage, and just touching the white- 
red wound with gentle hands, he drew out the arrow- 
point from the reddened thigh. Then seeing the 
tears of the sorrowful boy he was angry with Ares 
and Melaneus both. He wiped off the sweat from 
sweet Hymenaios, he said reproachfully under his 
breath : 

108 “A bull killed Ampelos, Ares will kill Hy- 


@ This scene is modelled on Hom. U/l. iv. 88 ff. 
> See x. 255. 
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menaios! Would he had killed all the warriors 
whom I have armed, and left me this one unwounded ! 
What pain troubles me if a Cabeiros is slain in battle ? 
When could a Satyr’s wound excite Bacchos, when, I 
ask! Let the grapewreathed Seilenos fall, let a swarm 
of Bassarids be scattered, so long as I see the boy 
alone unhurt. If Aristaios fell—forgive me, illustrious 
Archer! what should I care for one who calls the 
travail of his bee better than the drops of my precious 
vintage! I seem to be destined never to be without 
sorrow for some boy, now I seem likely to be in 
mourning again for the loss of this one. What heavy 
spite has attacked both! If I dare to say so, Hera 
looked with jealous eye on Bacchos and the young 
reaper of the blackskin nation ; to spite the young 
man and enamoured Lyaios, she armed furious Ares 
to shoot Hymenaios with an arrow, disguised un- 
known under an Indian shape, that she might plague 
the mind of Lyaios deep in love. Well, I will assail 
this false Melaneus, aiming a bloodthirsty shot or 
casting a lance, that I may exact the price due for 
lovely Hymenaios. If you die, Hymenaios, I will 
leave this war unfinished, I will retreat from the 
battle and lift my thyrsus no longer. I will leave 
all my enemies alive, when ] have mown down one 
fellow, Melaneus your slayer. Not Deriades killed 
you, even if he hates me. Ungentle Ares has as- 
sailed another gentle Adonis after the bold son of 
Myrrha—forgive me, Cythereia! He assailed him 
and touched his rosy flesh, now once more the blood 
of all the Loves has trickled from a thigh on the 
ground. O be gracious to your Dionysos in his 
passion ! Send me here Phoibos our brother, who 
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knows the art of healing all pains, and he will make 
the boy whole. 

141 “ But stay, my voice! Leave Phoibos undis- 
turbed in Olympos, or I may provoke him by recalling 
the wound of his beloved Hyacinthos.2 Send me 
Paiéon, if it be your pleasure: let him come; he has 
no part in desire, he is alien to the Loves. This is a 
new kind of wound I have seen. On the battlefield 
a man is struck in the flank with a spear and the red 
blood runs, another has a sword-wound in the hand, 
another is shot in the side or through the ear; but 
when Hymenaios got his death-wound, I was struck 
to the heart with Hymenaios.” 

151 He spoke, and shivered as his eye glanced aside 
and saw the wound of charming Hymenaios. Gently 
fingering the twicolour white and red of the wounded 
thigh, he twined about it the plant of Euios, and gave 
the boy new life with his healing ivy, sprinkling 
Hymenaios with the wholesome wine. As the quick- 
working figjuice’ that curdles milk in a trice, mixes 
with the white liquid and takes away its wet, when 
a goatherd prepares to compress the stuff in the 
shape of a cheese-basket on a round mat, so quickly 
he made the bleeding wound whole by Phoibos’s art ; 
and the young man sound and whole began fighting 
again, after a touch of the healing hand of Dionysos. 
Again he rounded his bow and drew an airflying long- 
shot upon the mark ; he took aim at Melaneus who 
shot the arrow, and dealt him a wound in revenge 
with his own arrow. 

167 Now the boy rushed boldly forward. He fol- 
lowed Lyaios, and never fell behind Bacchos now, 
striking and striking the enemy. As the shadowy 
shape follows a man, moving inanimate, marching 
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close beside him without a mark on it, as it goes 
with him when he runs, stands when he stands, sits 
beside him when he sits, and at table shares the 
meal with an image of hands: so the boy kept 
beside Bacchos the winegod as he went. And 
Dionysos rested not in his fighting: nay, he ran 
a man through the middle and spitted him on his 
thyrsus, lifted him high aloft upright, and holding the 
Indian up in the airy ways displayed him to jealous 
Hera. 

1 That divine warrior also played his part, 
Autonoé’s farshooting bridegroom, as befitted his 
three names, Aristaios the divine. Agreus the hunter 
wellskilled in war, Nomios the fighting herdsman 
cudgelin hand. He held his bow in the conflict, like 
his bowfamous sire, full of the pre-eminent courage 
of his archeress mother, Cyrene daughter of Hypseus 
in the olden time.? Fearless Agreus hunted one mad 
enemy like a wild beast and took him prisoner. With 
experienced hand he hurled a heavy stone for the 
death of his adversaries, as if he were crushing and 
pounding the melting travail of the fat olive; he 
scattered his proud enemies with his favourite bull- 
roarer, swinging the bronze plate which he used to 
whirl when he scattered the maddened stings of the 
swarming bees. 

193 Two firestrong citizens of Samothrace also ran 
wild, sons of Lemnian Cabeiro; their eyes flashed 
out their own natural sparks, which came from the 
red smoky flame of their father Hephaistos. They 
rode in a car of adamant; a pair of colts beat the 
dust with rattling hooves of brass, and they sent 
out a dry whinnying from their throats. These 
father Hephaistos had made with his inimitable art, 
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breathing defiant fire between their teeth, like the 
pair of brazenfoot bulls which he made for Aietes the 
redoubtable ruler of the Colchians,* with hot collars 
and burning pole. Eurymedon drove and guided 
the fiery mouths of the ironfoot steeds with a fiery 
bridle ; in his right hand he held a Lemnian spear 
made on his father’s anvil, and by his wellmade thigh 
hung a flashing sword—if a man picked up a small 
stone in his fingertips and struck it against the fire- 
grained surface of the sharp blade, sparks flashed of 
themselves from the steel. Alcon grasped a fiery 
bolt in one hand, and swung about a festal torch of 
Hecate from his own country. 

415 The Dictaian Corybants joined battle, shaking 
the plumes of their highcrested helmets, rushing 
madly into the fray. Their naked swords rang on 
their beaten shields in emulation, along with resound- 
ing leaps; they imitated the rhythm of the dance- 
at-arms with quick circling movements of their feet, 
a revel in the battlefield. The Indian nation was 
ravaged by the steel of those mountaineer herds- 
men, the Curetes. Many a man fell headlong into 
the dust when he heard the bellow of the heavy- 
dumping oxhides. 

225 The Bassarid lifted her leafy weapon of war, 
and cast: from that Bacchos-hating generation many 
men’s heads were brought low by the woman’s 
thyrsus. Leneus cut off the peak of a hill to arm 
himself, and raising the crested rock with a hairy 
hand, he hurled the jagged mass at his adversaries. 
The Bacchant women shouted their warcry around, 
and viny arrows were whirled by the hands of ivy- 


@ It was Jason’s task to yoke them, see Apoll. Rhod. iii. 
409 ff. 
VOL. II 2c 385 


NONNOS 


évOa pédos mA€~aca Kwai “Apei wai Avovriow 
EvrerdAn xexdpvoro, dirooraptdw &€ mernAw 
xévtopa xiaoov Exeprev adownripa odypou, 235 
bdany Spvoert: yorny oAdxovea Koptppw. 
Kai Sniwy KAovéovea végos Prérvope Ovpow 
Tepyxopy dAoBorpus éreoxiptnae Kvdounep, 
xtpBada duvevovoa BapiBpopa Sifuy: yadng: 
od rooov ‘Hpaxdéns LrupdnAas FAace Boufw 240 
xaAxov €xwv Bapvdounor, 
daov otpartov WAacey ‘lvdav 

Tepyxopn xtundovea yopot todeunov "Hye. 
kat Tpyyin Bapvyouvos éAcimero voodgiw dpidou 
voratin Kai émnte PoBw mddas: ovdd tis abt] 
VeAnrav rapdépyswe: Alzov b€ puv abrdOt povwny 246 
rapBar<nv, yatéovoay apyyovos: axpordrp 5é 
xeipas opeLe Mapwn, Mdpwv 8° drdeume yeparny, 
ort: yopovs avéxomre dilaxpytwv KopuBavrwv 
Kai Marvpwv: aici 5€ Geois npadro dapjvaa 
ynpareny avornroy bn’ éyyet Anpiadijos. 250 
Kai Kadvxy moAduile mapioraper Avoviow 
otaTpoparys. tpopepys 5€ pens eAeALero maApa 
Otvann mpobovaa: Bapyvoydvn 5€ xvdoym 
yovvata jev poyecoxe, gulaxpytow 5€ wiydns 
oidardor opripiyyes éSuvevovro Kapryvou. — 255 

Kai ordvos Hw Bapvdouzos: dpoliAw 5€ xvdoupe 
"Aotpdets MragvAny, Kadvnny 5° eSiwxe KeAauweds. 
Lednrar S¢ Be gaehay ya bepuaados jAace Moppevs 





* Not the Mute 6 Muse but a * dance-enjoying ” Bassarid. 
* His fifth labour. See Rose, Hdb. of Gk. Myth., p. 218. 
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bearing women. Then Eupetale wove a lay for Ares 
and Dionysos, and attacking cast the piercing ivy, 
which smashed the steel with leaves of the vine, 
and destroyed the Indian nation with clusters of 
leaves. 

*37 Grapelover Terpsichore® danced about in the 
turmoil, sweeping off clouds of enemies with man- 
breaking thyrsus, and swinging round the double 
plates of the heavyresounding cymbals. Not so loud 
was the bang of the heavythumping rattle of Heracles, 
when he drove away the Stymphalian birds,” as the 
noise Terpsichore made, when she drove away the 
Indian army with the battledin of her dance. 

*43 Trygié with limping knee was left behind the 
company last of all, her feet frozen with fear. Not 
one of the Seilenoi kept beside her; but they left 
her there alone frightened, without a helper. She 
held out her hands to Maron the hard drinker, but 
Maron would have nothing to do with the old woman 
because she only hindered the dances of winegreedy 
Corybants and Satyrs: he did nothing but pray to 
the gods to let the silly old hag fall before the spear 
of Deriades. 

251 Calyce also fought by the side of Dionysos, 
mad with fury. But Oinone°® ran to the front, and 
danced in the staggering steps of drunkenness. 
Her knees were weary and heavy in the struggle, 
the tippling girl’s soaking locks were swinging about 
her head. 

236 The din was deafening ; with emulous tumult 
Astraéis chased Staphyle, Celaineus chased Calyce. 
Shakespear Morrheus drove off a company of Sei- 


¢ These names mean something like Winy, Bunchy, 


Cuppy or Poddy, Petally, Bowery. 
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lenoi, beating them with his poleaxe : at one shout of 
the driver Astraios was shaken, Maron fled, Leneus 
collapsed, the three sons of shaggyhaired Seilenos, 
who himself sprang up out of mother earth un- 
begotten and self-delivered ; and Doryclos scared 
away the charming Lycaste. . . . 

764 These the god helped, and besprinkled_ the 
women’s fresh wounds with healing drugs. Unveiled 
Gorgé he saved, when wounded in the foot by a 
hostile spear, wrapping the foot in a bandage of vine- 
leaves. He staunched the newly-flowing ichor of 
Eupetale with wine, and stayed the stream of blood 
from Staphyle with a charm, healed Myrto’s wounded 
hand with myrtle, saved Calybe’s life by pulling the 
arrow out of her shoulder, and pouring the draught 
of the winepress on the bleeding wound; he ended 
the pain of Nyse’s just-wounded face by smearing 
her cheeks on both sides with white chalk. With 
tearless eyes he mourned over Lycaste. 

276 But after he had soothed the pains of the 
Bassarids by his art, Dionysos thyrsus-mad fought 
with still greater fury. One wild Bassarid, pos- 
sessed by the throes of sense-robbing madness, was 
harrying the Indians in the conflict, for thy honour, 
O Lydian god! and from the Bacchant’s hair shone 
a spontaneous flame about her neck. which burnt 
her not. 

282 Yet another swarm of sturdy champions was 
soon stirred up by the sound of the drooling pipes 
which gathered the army to war, and the loverattle 
Corybants beating their hands on both sides of the 
rounded skin, the tinkling cymbals, the syrinx of Pan 
with its changeable sweet notes tuning up for battle. 
The enemy ranks answered with tumultuous noise, 
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showers of winged arrows came whizzing through the 
air: twanged the bow, banged the stone, bellowed 
the trumpet. 

81 But as soon as they came to the ford, where 
Hydaspes rolling along had reddened his white water 
with drunken streams, then Bacchos shouted from his 
deep-roaring throat as loud as the horrid clamour which 
comes from the throat of a swarm of nine thousand 
men roaring together asone.? The Indians could not 
stand; restless they fled away, and crouched some in 
the yellow stream, some on the land. The army of 
Bacchos divided, slaying the enemy both on land and 
in the Hydaspes, panting with dry thirst, at the time 
when day has reached the middle of the earth, and 
a heated wayfarer trembles under the midday lash 
of blazing Helios. 

802 Then the vinegod challenged the Indian king, 
and poured a menacing speech from his furious 
throat : 

304 “ What is there to fear? If the Indian chief- 
tain claims descent from a river, I have my blood 
from heaven! Overweening Deriades is as much 
less than Lyaios, as Hydaspes is less than Zeus! If 
it be my pleasure, I can rise to the clouds; if it be 
my pleasure, my shot will go straight to the Moon! 
If you are proud because you have a hornstrong 
shape, fight if you can a duel with horned Dionysos.” 

311 As he spoke, the warriors roared and gnashed 
their teeth : man vied with man in fighting by the 
side of Dionysos. A friendly Pan fought with his 
goatsfeet : with a sharp stroke of his pointed hoof 
he tore all down the hollow flank of archer Melaneus 
and laid open his belly; this was his revenge for 


@ An echo of Hom. JI. v. 860. 
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the wound of Hymenaios, to relieve the firesealed 
agony of Dionysos mourning with tearless eyes. 

319 Madly Iobacchos rushed into the fray; he 
lengthened his tall body until he reached the clouds 
and grasped Olympos with his hands, near neighbour 
to the sky, standing firm on earth and touching 
heaven with his head. 

323 So they fought, until the evening star came 
on them and razed the foundations of the Indian 
massacre. Then at Rheia’s nod a deceitful vision 
stood by Ares, painting fantastic pictures in his sleep, 
and spoke thus in shadowy counterfeit shape : 

328 “Sleep on Ares, sleep on hapless lover, now 
you lie alone in your coat of mail! But the Paphian 
—Hephaistos lies again in his bed and_ possesses 
Aphrodite, once yours! He has chased out of the 
house Charis his jealous bride *; Eros himself has 
shot reluctant Aphrodite with an arrow, and brought 
back the ancient wife to a second marriage to please 
Hephaistos his father. Indeed, Athena herself, who 
knows nothing of love, has persuaded great Zeus— 
the cunning virgin ! She wants to evade Hephaistos,? 
for she remembers the makeshift marriage on the 
nourishing soil, and would not nurse another son of 
the earth on her manlike breast, a younger brother 
of Erechtheus now the first is dead. 

340 “Awake! Go to the upland plain of the Thracian 
mountain, and see your Cythereia in her own familiar 
Lemnos. See how her swarm of attendant Loves 
have crowned with flowers the portals of Paphos and 
the buildings of Cyprus ; hear the women of Byblos 


gory than myth, much less cult: Craftsmanship marries 
Charm or Beauty. 
> Of, xiii, 171 ff 
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celebrate Aphrodite in their hymns, and the fresh 
love of a wedlock renewed again. 

346 “ Ares, you have lost your Cypris!* The slow 
one has outrun murderous Ares the quick! Sing a 
hymn yourself to Aphrodite united with fiery 
Hephaistos ! Set foot in Sicily, put your prayer, if 
you please, to the Cyclopes standing by their forge. 
They are in the secrets of Hephaistos the master 
craftsman, they can rival his clever work ; they will 
invent an artifice for you and make a later imitation 
of your net, that you too may smother them both 
in galling meshes, and fasten the thief of your 
marriage in avenging toils, and bind limpfoot 
Hephaistos to Aphrodite. Then all the gods of 
Olympos will applaud you, when you have caught 
the ravisher of your bed in those bonds. Awake ! 
be the cunning schemer in your turn! Awake— 
attend to your stolen bride ! What are the woes of 
Deriades to you ?—But let us be silent, or Phaéthon 
may hear.” 

362 She spoke, and flew away. At once lusty Ares 
threw off slumber and saw the early streaks of the 
morning’s light. In hot haste he leapt up, and awoke 
Rout and Terror to yoke his deadly quickrunning car. 
They obeyed their urgent father. Furious Terror 
set the crooktooth bit in the horses’ mouths, and 
fastened their obedient necks under the yokestrap, 
and fitted the neckloop on each: Ares mounted the 
car, and Rout took the reins and drove his father’s 
chariot. From Libanos to Paphos he sped, and turned 
the hurrying car from Cythera to the land of horned 
Cyprus. Often, oftenhe looked towards Lemnos ; most 
of all he jealously watched the firebreathing forge, 

@ See Hom. Od. viii. 329: and the rest of that scene. 
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tracking Cypris with swift jealous foot, if perchance he 
could see her standing as long ago beside Hephaistos’s 
furnace, and feared the smoke might hide Aphrodite’s 
face with black. Then he left Lemnos and rose into 
the heaven, that spear in hand he might arouse 
battle for his bride among the Blessed, confronting 
Zeus and Phaéthon and Hephaistos and Athena. 
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In the thirtieth, Eurymedon sends Tectaphos slain 
to Hades, into the lowest house of 
constraint. 


So Ares rose to the sevenzone sky, jealous, heavy 
with rancour. But Dionysos danced boldly into the 
battle and assailed the swarthy people, now leaping 
upon the first ranks with earthshaking bound, now 
right in the midst of the forefighters. With his 
darting thyrsus he mowed the firstfruits of his black 
harvest, and furiously cut down the tribes of the 
enemy throng. When he saw that Ares had 
abandoned the Indian contest, he cheered on the 
Satyrs to attack Deriades, and each outdid the 
other. Aristaios left to Dionysos the boisterous 
right wing of the clusterbearing host, and ran to the 
left of the battle. 

13 Now when Morrheus saw the servants of Bro- 
mios still fighting with leaves and flowery shafts, he 
called out in great amazement to foolish Deriades— 

16 ‘* What is this marvel, Deriades ? My warriors 
fall, struck with a thyrsus or rubbishy leaves—the 
shieldless slay the armed! Nothing shakes the 
Bassarids; strike them with axe or two-edged 
sword, they remain unwounded ! You do the same, 
if I may say so, my lord king—let be your bronze- 
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beaten spear and lift a vinethyrsus, if you would 
shed blood, since the enemy are much more trium- 
phant with their bunches of twigs than steel. I 
never saw a conflict of this kind: the rubbishy 
thyrsus in volleys is better than our javelins. 

*6 “Give me too a green weapon to shake! for 
our arrows have been beaten by the unwarlike 
fennel. Give me yellow boots to wear, since even 
our unbreakable greaves have given way to the 
buskins. What good is it if I have a brazen shield, 
when women are more triumphant unarmed, and 
swing their cymbals in battle, while warriors collapse, 
while helmets yield to garlands and corselet to 
fawnskin ? Often I have met unwounded Dionysos 
and thought to tear through his unbreakable flank : 
I have let fly my spear with good aim, and when it 
touched Dionysos, the unbending sharp point of the 
bronze was bent !”’ 

38 When he finished, the bold monarch smiled, and 
looked askance at his goodson in silent witnessing 
anger; then he broke out into bold menacing words : 

al“ Why do you tremble at unarmed Dionysos, 
you fool Morrheus? A nice thing to fear Satyrs 
playing at battle !”’ 

43 This fearless boast encouraged his goodson. 
The prodigious Morrheus attacked the warriors of 
Bromios. He wounded Eurymedon, cut through the 
groin with his blood-stained spear : the mad point 
ran through the thigh and tore the skin from the fat 
flesh ; collapsing he fell on his knee to the ground. 
Mailclad Alcon did not neglect his brother’s fall; 
but lifting spear and round buckler he made for the 
fallen man, and covered the warrior well, holding the 
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shield tower-like over his body, and thrusting right 
and left his unresting spear, brother protecting 
brother against the foe. He straddled across the 
wounded man, as a lion over his cubs, shouting loud 
and letting out mad Corybantic cries from his lips. 
When Morrheus saw him moving with neat steps 
about his brother, defending the fallen Cabeiros, 
the monster went raging like Typhon and attacked 
both brothers, that Cabeiro might shed her tears 
for two dead sons, slain in one day with one spear. 
And now he would have dealt equal destruction to 
both, but Eurymedon called upon his Lemnian 
father with voice that gasped and strained from his 
mouth: 

86 “ O Father, firebreathing lord of our laborious 
art! Grant me the boon once earned, when Deo of 
the threshing-floor alone seized threecliff Sicily, as 
sightingprize for Persephoneia hidden there, and 
knocked over your windblown bellows in the west 
and your wide forge and gripping tongs: but I 
defended my father and scared her off, protecting 
your anvil. You owe it to me that the air is black 
and hot with your Sicilian sparks ! Then save your 
son I pray, whom savage Morrheus has wounded !” 

76 At these words fiery Hephaistos leapt down 
from heaven, and sent a flame leaping and fluttering 
with many tongues about his son, whirling in his 
hand a shoot of fire. About Morrheus’s neck the 
flame crawled and curled of itself as if it knew what 
it was doing, and rolled round his throat a necklace 
of fireblazing constraint ; the blazing throat once 
encircled, it ran down with a springing movement to 
the end of his toes, and wove a plait of fiery threads 
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over the warrior’s foot, and there firmly fixt on the 
earth scattered its dancing sparks—the helmet caught 
fire and his head was hot enough! And now he would 
have fallen flat, struck with the fiery shot, had not 
Deriades’ father Hydaspes come to the rescue. For 
he sat watching the battle high on a rock, his 
bull-form having a false guise of human shape. He 
poured a quenching stream and saved the man’s life, 
cooling the hot blast from the firebeaten face, brush- 
ing off the ashes and dirt from the helmet. Then he 
caught up Morrheus wrapt in a darksome cloud, 
covered and hid his limbs in a livid mist; that the 
firebearing Crookshank might not destroy him with 
his blazing shower of deadly Lemnian flame ; that 
old Hydaspes, the tender-hearted father, might not 
see another goodson of Deriades perish after the 
first, and lament the death of Morrheus along with 
Orontes.4 

100 But firebearing Hephaistos drove away all the 
. warriors who stood round the just-wounded boy. 

Then lifting his son on his shoulder he took him out 
of the fray and rested him against an oaktree hard 
by ; he spread wholesome simples upon the wounded 
groin, and saved him alive after his collapse. 

105 Yet Morrheus had not forgotten the fight he had 
begun. He reared his head again, having escaped 
the fiery attack, the blazing assailant, the flaming 
points. He caught Phlogios the son of Strophios 
rolling about and killed him ; that dancer of spring- 
heel Dionysos, who at the banquets of tearless 
Lyaios, used to flicker the twisting fingers of his 
mimicking hands. He would depict by gesture 
Phaéthon’s death with sensitive hand, until he made 


® See xvii. 262 ff. 
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the feasters weep with tears quite out of place, 
mourning the death of an imaginary Phaéthon; as 
he depicted the young man blazing and hurtling 
down, he would bring painful grief upon Dionysos 
who feels no grief. When shakespear Morrheus 
saw him tumbling there, he said : 

us “That was a different jig you danced near the 
table! You played a merry dance by the mixing- 
bowl—why do you pace a groaning dance on the 
battlefield? Well, if you have a passion for a dan- 
cing turn of Dionysos, go show to Hades your mystic 
rites. You need no chalk—your round face is well 
dusted of itself. Or dance if you like before Lethe 
the dirge-fancier, and let unsmiling Persephone have 
the pleasure of watching your capers.” 

126 So he cried exultant, and leaping swift as the 
wind on the Seilenoi put them to flight. And shake- 
shield Tectaphos followed with devastating sword : 
he was the one whom Deriades once kept imprisoned 
in the deep pit; but he could not escape fate a second 
time. For when necessity comes, who can save a man 
from cruel destiny, when hard allvanquishing Kate 
bids him die? Nor could a trick now save Tectaphos 
from death. Madly he then pursued the army of 
Lyaios and sliced the sportive limbs of the horned 
Satyrs: he shore through the throat of Pylaieus the 
broilbreeder, he struck Onthyrios’s brow with pitiless 
blade, he destroyed broadbreasted Pithos with bare 
steel. And indeed he would have killed a crowd 
of Bacchants besides; but quickfoot Kurymedon 
saw him and rushed up, shaking his Corybantian 
twibill against him. He smashed his forehead and 
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clove his head—a jet of bloody dew spouted up and 
the champion fell to the ground, soaking the dust. 
Half-dead he rolled on the ground, lamenting the 
ancient torture of the earth-dug pit, and the threads 
of this later Fate; remembering still the clever 
scheme of his daughter which saved him from death, 
he wailed and mingled his tears with his blood : 

450 “OQ my mother and my nurse, my girl, O clever 
unhappy wife! Why did you not come near me 
when I was nigh unto death? Why could you not 
help me now again, fearless girl?) What has become 
of your lifegiving drink? Are you true to your 
father while he lives, and not while he is dying! If 
a trick can bring back a man from Hades, seck me 
another and better trick, seek a plan useful against 
death, that after the hollow pit in the earth I may 
escape the gates of Hades in war as well, if there 
be a way to return from the pit whence no man 
returns.” 

160 He could searce finish these words, when his 
voice failed him. Poor EKérié on the lofty walls 
could see her just-wounded father, and amid showers 
of tears she uttered a cry of mourning. She stained 
her tangled hair with dust, she rent her garments 
and bared her breast, she beat her head; and cried 
aloud to her father although now past cure, as if 
he could still hear : 

167 “* My son! illfated father of the daughter who 
gave you her milk ! To-day there is no breath from 
your lips! You are dead—what milk have I now to 
give you life, to bring back your soul again, ah me 
unhappy ! What breast can I offer you now to give 

409 


NONNOS 


aide Kai ’Aworja duvycopat HrepoTreveww. 

got, marep, év yépas dAdo puAdaoerat: ov yap édow 

plobvov evi POipdvors oc: ov b¢€ xrapévns aéo xoupns 

b€£0 Kai avyévos alpa pera mporépov ydAa palo. 175 

édOere, Anpiddao duAdxropes, avti 5¢ Keivou 

beiLare pot puyov ddAdov €ow xGoves, Hye podroboa 

ven pov épov yeveTypa mad Cworra teAdgow: 

ovx 'Atdns dvdaxecow opouos, dpa teAdcow 

Avoizovev d0Aov adAov docaontipa topos. 180 

OeAov dop éxeivo juaovoy, odpa dapeinv 

natpogovw BapvOvpos okabjoaca adypw. 

otros, 6s nuetépou nedadny ésynke topos, 

xteive kai "Hepiny peta Téxradov, odpd nis f 

‘Kai yevérny Kat maida pun mpryike Haxaipn.” "185 
“Emere daxpvydovea: rovos 8° né€ero peifwv. 

cat b:dupars otpatijow éreppimler "Evuw . . . 

Taiapidny 8° extewe AaovaAdov dope Moppevs, 

py mote bvaperdecow aroppipavta Boeiny, 

arriBios ativaxtoy "Apuxdaior modeyTyY, 190 

yvabob defi tepoio map’ ooréov €yxos épeicas. 

éxrave om "AAxipdyeray opidpopov, ety évi Oeopea 

Topeny Kai KaAXos Unéprepov nAicos 7mBys, 

Kovpyny ‘Apradwros épistadvAoio toxjos, 

H wéAe toAujecoa Kai ets dSopov Aver "Hens 195 

Keoaov deptalovaa, tov "Apyoris € foruye daipwv, 

Sooo épevdiowoay €Orpova girato pounv: 

wai Bpéras evroinrov euaotiev oivom Bvpew, 

xdAxeor apmeAdevte bas 7Ancoovea xoptuBu, 

pytpuny Baptpnuvy aryszalovaa Avaiov. 200 

ovode xoAov dacmAjra Kabapapevns duyev “Hens 

Anpyas "AAntpdyera Benpaxos: aad’ evi yain 

oOvein KTEpetoTo, pera mroAdpous 5€ ToKRa 

+10 


DIONYSIACA, XXX. 172-203 


you help? Oif Icancajole Aidoneus too! Vor you, 
father, only one tribute remains for me to render : 
I will not leave you alone among the dead. Accept 
the blood of your slain daughter’s throat as once you 
took the milk of her breast. Come here, warders 
of Deriades! Show me another pit in the ground 
instead of the old one, where I may enter and once 
more make my dead father live.—But Hades is not 
like those warders, to let me devise another trick 
for my father’s help and solace his pains. O if I 
had that deathdealing sword, that I might fall and 
perish in my despair by the steel that murdered my 
father! You man who cut off my father’s head, kill 
Eérié as you killed Teetaphos, that men may say— 
‘Both father and daughter he destroyed with one 
sword !’”’ 

186 So she cried amid her tears. Now the battle 
grew fiercer : Enyo fanned the flame in both armies. 
Morrheus killed Dasyllios Tainarides with his sword, 
driving the blade through the right jawbone : Dasyl- 
lios the man of Amyclai, ever unshaken by any 
assault, who never lost shield to an enemy. He 
killed also Alcimacheia the highland girl, for beauty 
and valour alike pre-eminent above her yearsmates. 
She was daughter to Harpalion famous for his vines ; 
she had dared to enter the temple of Hera laden 
with ivy, which that goddess of Argos hated as much 
as she loved her favourite red pomegranate, dared to 
beat the fine statue with the vineleaves of her 
thyrsus, to beat the brazen figure with bunches 
of grapes—insulting the resentful stepmother of 
Lyaios! But she did not escape the frightful wrath 
thus kindled in Hera: no, Lemnian Alcimacheia 
who defied the gods was buried in a strange land— 
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she did not return from the war, she never again 
saw Harpalion her father, she never saw her own 
country, Lemnos, the bridechamber of Jason and 
Hysipyleia *; death was her punishment, and she 
lay among strangers under a mound of earth. Ah 
hapless girl! she lost Harpalion, she was severed 
from Lyaios. 

09 But furious Morrheus was not content with slay- 
ing Alcimache, the Mainad who mocked the gods ; 
he slew also Codone, still a maiden, whose home 
was the Olympian soil of Elis beside Alpheios, the 
garland-loving ° river. Forgive me, ye Fates! He 
had no pity for the tresses of that head which was 
soon to wither, none for the rosy glow of that face 
soiled in the dust ; no pity when he saw the breast 
with its two round apples, and the firm pressure on 
the breastband ; no respect for the deep cleft of the 
thigh. No! all that beauty he killed in the bud. 
Struck down she fell to the ground ; and Morrheus 
with nodding plume chased Mainads innumerable 
in their fine robes. Eurypyle, Sterope, Soé he 
mowed down with his sword, Staphyle he cleft 
asunder, ruddy Gigarto he wounded, and_ pierced 
Melictaina’s breast above the pink nipple, staining 
his deadly steel with crimson. 

226 The spiteful Telchines also joined the battle. 
One held a tall firtree ; one had a cornel, trunk and 
roots and all; one broke off the peak of a cliff and 
rushed against the Indians, whirling his darting rock 
with furious arms and crushing the foe. 


and mated with the Lemnian women, who had killed their 
own men; Hypsipyle, their queen, had twin sons by Jason. 
» Because the Olympian Games were celebrated on its 

bank. 
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31 Fickle Hera, still heavy against Lyaios, gave 
courage and spirit to lordly Deriades, and showed 
a brilliant glow upon his triumphant course for the 
terror of his foes. When he came forth in arms a 
fatal glow sparkled from the Indian shicld, dazzling 
flames leapt over the crest of his helmet. Bold as he 
was, Bacchos trembled when he saw the flashing boss 
of Deriades’ fireshot shield and the plumes of the 
helmet burning in the air. Dionysos was amazed 
when he saw, and had not the heart to meet him ; 
but he retreated from the battle with unwilling 
feet, when he understood the device of Hera in 
arms. 

243 Then the Indians took courage, and moved 
to the fight as Bromios left the field; Deriades 
saw it, and swept the thronging ranks of Bacchants 
while he swung his blade right and left again and 
-again. 

247 Tobacchos in distress retired to the woodland 
ridge, and left the winds to blow away his hope of 
victory, since he feared his stepmother’s fierce resent- 
ment. But Athena came down from heaven; for 
Zeus ruling on high sent her, on the errand to change 
the mind of her brother, now a fugitive in dread of 
Hera, and to bring him back to the battle. She 
stood behind him, and caught Bacchos by his yellow 
hair,t seen by him alone, that grim goddess : from 
her face the eyes flashed a fiery gleam, and breathing 
sparks of good sense upon Lyaios she spoke angrily 
in warlike tones of rebuke : 

258 “‘ Whither do you flee, Dionysos ? Why flight 
instead of fight ?. Where is your mighty thyrsus and 
your arrows of vine ? What word shall I tell of 


@ After Hom. Jl, i. 197. 
415 


NONNOS 


moiov tdov Kata dypw oAwAdta Koipavoy ‘lvdav; 
Cures Anpiddns wai pdpvarac etaéte Moppevs. 
zoiny 6° obpaviny émredeinvves éugurov adnriy ; 
7 AuBuins émeBys 5 7 Hepodos clxes dyawa ; 
7 LOevovs tes ppa Adurmbos ne Kai auras 266 
dvopaxor kdpuadns puKupevoy ar Bepediva ; 
7) TAoKdp.ous évonaas € WvoKd polo Medou Ty 
Kal ce TodvaTepewy oppo xaopa dpaxorrwr ; 
od NepedAn réxe maida Hayyjpova: Popyodovor 5¢ 
dfiov via Aoyevoey é€pov Mos *Anpiouovn: 270 
ov yap ery dperaryy 

mrepoes amcaciaato Iepaers, 
‘Eppetay d€ yépaiper dav Swrypa wediAwy. 
yelrova papruv éyw meTpwdea Opa Baddaons: 
eipeo por Kndya, ta mep cape Ilepodos apm: 
avroXny 5° épeeve Kai Eomepov apdotepov yap, 275 
Nypeides tpopdovar tov ‘Avdpopedys tapaxoizny, - 
"Eorepides peeAovat tov apnripa Medovons. 
Alaxos amtotnros Gpottos od 7éAe Baxyw, 
od dvye Anpiadny, ow eTpepe puro idav. 
xOla marw oc doByoev ”Apays 7popos ; €£ére xelvou 280 
alopa “Apea Bovdpow ideiv' yevernpa Avxovpyou, 
ddpaviny Boowsra, duyom tod pov Avorvoou. 


aos Kal €uos yevérns ovK etpepe bnuoryra, 
cire Geot Tirqves €Owpyx8noav ‘OAtpry. 


Toinv ‘OparBonv Aniacao Seomorw "lpia; 225 
XetpoBinv otx «lde SopictyTHy ceo ‘Pein. 
iArjKoe Atos edxos, adeAdeov ot oe Kaddoow 

1 Ludwich Sd», Keydell &cdv. Athena speaks. 





2 See on xviii. 291 ff. * Danaé. 
© Wife of Deriades : see xxvi. $52. 


416 


DIONYSIACA, XXX. 261-287 


you to my Cronion? Have I seen the Indian king 
dead on the battlefield? No—Deriades lives, Mor- 
rheus fights on ! 

263 “* What have you shown of inborn heavenly 
prowess? Have you set foot in Libya?* Have 
you had the task of Perseus? Have you seen the 
eye of Sthenno which turns all to stone, or the bellow- 
ing invincible throat of Euryale herself? Have you 
seen the tresses of viperhair Medusa, and have the 
open mouths of her tangled serpents run round you ? 
No fighter was Semele’s son; Acrisios’s daughter ® 
bore the Gorgonslayer, a son worthy of my Zeus. 
for winged Perseus did not throw down my sickle, 
and he thanked Hermeias for lending his shoes. I 
have a witness ready here, the monster of the deep 
turned to stone ; pray ask Cepheus. what the sickle 
of Perseus did. Ask the east, and ask the west ; 
for both know—the Nereids tremble before Andro- 
meda’s husband, the Hesperids sing him who cut 
down Medusa. 

278 “* Aiacos was not affrighted, he was not like 
Bacchos, he did not run from Deriades, he did not 
shrink from the Indian battle! Did the Arab chief 
frighten you again yesterday ? I am still ashamed 
to look at Ares, the furious father of Lycurgos, when 
he publishes abroad the cowardice of runaway 
Dionysos. 

283 “* Your father and mine feared not battle, when 
the Titan gods armed themselves against Olympos. 
Where is Orsiboé—have you taken the Indian 
Queen ?¢ Rheia has not seen Cheirobié 4 captive 
of your spear. Zeus forgive my boast—but I will 
not call you brother, when you run from Deriades 


4 Wife of Morrheus. 
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DIONYSIACA, XXX. 288-318 


and the unwarlike nation of India! Come, take your 
thyrsus again and remember the battle ; fight in 
the van of the army, and you will see Athena well 
armed and fighting beside the armed Bacchants : 
she will lift her aegis-cape, the invincible weapon of 
Olympos ! ”” 

*93 Thus the goddess inspired Bromios with 
strength. Then he took courage and fought boldly 
again, entrusting all his hope of coming victory to 
Tritogeneia. 

286 Now whom first, whom last did Bacchos slay, 
when Athena insatiate of battle made him brave ? 
He slew a round hundred of his enemies with destroy- 
ing thyrsus, and he wounded many in many ways, 
striking with spear or bunches of twigs or clustered 
branches, or throwing stone, a rough missile. Those 
who were hit by the divine flail went rushing madly 
about with a great noise. He wounded Phringos in 
the left shoulder with sharp thyrsus, and he rushed 
away out of reach; but Melisseus caught him and 
brought him down with a sharp poleaxe. Dionysos 
thyrsus-mad leapt after Egretios, shaking his Kuian 
spear for a long shot: the sharp Bacchic blade 
flew whizzing through the air, eager to strike the 
man—and Egretios escaped. But the god attacked 
the Bolinges, and scared into flight the strife-stirring 
Arachotai. With his intoxicating vine leaves he 
swept away the terrible tribes of spearbold Salangoi ; 
and the host of shielded Arienoi were scattered. 
The Euian scattered the whole host of the Ear- 
sleepers in his chase after the forefighters of Phringos 
and Egretios. Tobacchos in his might beat off 
Lygos also out of the gory battle. Cunning Mei- 
lanion hid in a tree, and from his hiding - place 
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DIONYSIACA, XXX. 319-326 


showered arrows among the Bassarids, but the god 
hit him with his thyrsus of vine. Formidable Hera 
saved him unhurt, because he had often used this 
trick of arms, and attacked Bacchants, making war 
from ambush. He was always hidden by a rock or 
concealed by the leaves of a tall tree, shooting men 
unnoticed with his arrows. 

325 The Indians retreated at last from the carnage 
of the battle, fearing the valour of unconquered 
Dionysos. 
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In the thirty-first, Hera propitiates Sleep for 
Cronides, and Persephone for Bacchos. 


So struck by the spell of the Indian conflict, 
Bacchos sped about the bosom of the Erythraian 
land, shaking the golden locks against his snow- 
white cheeks. 

4 But Hera, swelling with jealous passions, scored 
the air with menacing sole, when she beheld the host 
of scattered Indians beaten like corn in the threshing 
where they stood, by the manslaying thyrsus of 
Lyaios. Again she awakened a new resentment, 
seeing the heap of Andromeda’s broken chains beside 
the Erythraian sea, and that rock lying on the sand, 
Earthshaker’s monstrous lump.” Bitterly she turned 
her eye aside, not to glimpse by the sea the bronze- 
forged sickle of Gorgonslaying Perseus. 

13 For Perseus already was ferrying across to the 
thirsty stretches of Libya, swimming on his wings and 
circling in the air a quickfoot knee. He had taken the 
travelling eye of Phorcys’s old one-eyed daughter un- 
sleeping ; he dived into the dangerous cave, reaped 
the hissing harvest by the rockside, the firstfruits of 
curling hair, sliced the Gorgon’s teeming throat and 
stained his sickle red. He cut off the head and 


@ The monster turned to stone. 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXI. 21-46 


bathed a bloodstained hand in that viperish dew ; 
then as Medusa was slain, the neck was delivered of 
its twin birth, the Horse and the Boy with the golden 
sword.* ; 

24 Then jealous resentment boiled up in Hera’s 
breast, and she belched spleen against Perseus and 
Dionysos ; and she purposed to enchant the eyes 
and heart of Cronides in deceitful love, under the 
wing of sweet sleep that is brought on after the bed, 
that while Zeus yet slumbered she might find some 
cunning trick to crush Lyaios.2 Away she went to 
the gloomy all-welcoming court of Hades: there she 
found Persephone, and told her a crafty tale : 

32 “ Most happy I call you, that you dwell so far 
from the gods! You have not seen Semele at home 
in Olympos. I fear I may yet see Dionysos, one 
born of a mortal womb, master of the lightning 
after Zagreus, or lifting the thunderbolt in earth- 
born hands. Cornbringer, you have been robbed ! 
Beside the Nile with his harvests they hold festival 
for another, instead of your sheafbearing mother 
Demeter; they tell of a spurious bountiful Deo, 
bullbred, horned, Inachos’s daughter lo.¢ 

41 “ And Ares, the one I brought forth, born of a 
heavenly womb, my own son, was shackled tight 
inglorious in earthly fetters in a jar,‘ where Ephialtes 
had hidden him. Nor did heavenly Zeus my husband 
help him—but he rescued Semcle’s son from the 
flaming fire, he saved Bacchos from the thunderbolt, 
while still a baby brat, his bastard son half-finished ! 


> The following scene imitates Hom. //. xiv. 153 ff. 
¢ i.e, the Egyptians do not worship Demeter, but Isis, 
whom Greek mythologists equated with Io. 
4 See Il. v. 385 ff. 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXI. 47-74 


But Zagreus the heavenly Dionysos he would not 
defend, when he was cut up with knives ! 

49 “ What made me angrier still, was that Cronides 
gave the starry heaven to Semele fora bridegift,—and 
Tartaros to Persephoneia! Heaven is reserved for 
Apollo, Hermes lives in heaven—and you have this 
abode full of gloom! What good was it that he put 
on the deceiving shape of a serpent, and ravished 
the girdle of your inviolate maidenhead, if after the 
bed he was to destroy your babe ? 

56 “ Lord Zeus holds the starry hall on Olympos ; he 
has given the briny sea to his brother the water king 
for his prerogative ; he has given the cloudy house 
of darkness to your consort. Come now, arm your 
Furies against wineface Bacchos, that I may not 
see a bastard and a mortal king of Olympos. Pity 
the wife of Zeus who prays to you, pity Deo, pity 
praying Themis the immaculate, that the Indians 
may have a little space to breathe while Dionysos 
is shaken. Be the avenger of my sorrow, because 
Cronion has given nectar to Bacchos and the blood 
of battle to Ares! Let not Athens sing hymns to 
a new Dionysos, let him not have equal honour 
with Eleusinian Dionysos, let him not take over the 
rites of Iacchos * who was there before him, let not 
his vintage dishonour Demeter’s basket !”’ 

70 The whole mind of Persephoneia was perturbed 
while she spoke, babbling deceit as the false tears be- 
dewed her cheeks. Goddess bowed assent to goddess, 
and gave her Megaira to go with her, that with her 
evil eye she might fulfil the desire of Hera’s jealous 
heart. 

Eleusinian deities, was not the same as Dionysos, though 


early identified with him. 
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% Hera then shot away with stormwinged shoe : 
three strides she made, and the fourth brought her to 
Ganges.* She pointed out to unsmiling Megaira the 
crowd of dead Indians, the sweat of the army and 
the prowess of Dionysos. When the Fury beheld the 
deathdealing feats of Lyaios, her jealous heart was 
furious even more than heavenly Hera. Then Hera 
was glad ; and with a grim laugh she addressed the 
snakyhaired goddess in despondent voice : 

83 “* See how the young kings of Olympos triumph! 
See how the bastards of Zeus ply the spear! Zeus 
has been delivered of one son from Semele, that he 
may destroy all the Indians in a mass, the gentle 
innocents! Let Zeus the lawbreaker learn, and 
Bacchos, how great is the strength of Megaira! For 
shame—what a lawless mind has Zeus ruling on high ! 
He never attacks the lawbreaking ‘Tyrsenians, be- 
cause they learn thieves’ laws of violence, and sail the 
Sicilian Sea in their unfriendly ships, and rob other 
men of their own. He slew not the impious tribe of 
Dryopes, where life is sharp steel and murder ;_ but 
he did slay the Indians whose heart is set on piety, 
whom famous Themis herself, I think, nursed at her 
breast. For shame—what a lawless mind he has ! 
when a mortal man has set on fire immortal Hydaspes, 
so noble and so great, a mortal man has set on fire 
him whose father was heavenly Zeus !” 

98 With these words, she flew away through the 
upper air ; and silently in a cave of the neighbouring 
Caucasian cliff, Megaira east off the terrible serpent 
shape, and waited there in the form of an owl until 
she should see great Zeus fast asleep, for that was 
Queen Hera’s command. 


@ Imitated from J. xiii. 20. 
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103 Hera herself made her way brooding to the 
waters of Chremetes® in the west, where that 
afflicted ancient, Libyan Atlas, wearily bends under 
the whirling heavens ; and she sought out the wife 
of jealous Zephyros,’ Iris, the messenger of Zeus 
when he is in a hurry—for she wished to send her 
swift as the wind from heaven with a message for 
shadowy Sleep. She called Iris then, and coaxed 
her with friendly words : 

n0 “ Tris, goldenwing bride of plantnourishing 
Zephyros, happy mother of Love!* Hasten with 
stormshod foot to the home of gloomy Sleep in the 
west. Seek also about seagirt Lemnos, and if you 
find him tell him to charm the eyes of Zeus uncharm- 
able for one day, that I may help the Indians. But 
change your shape, take the ugly form of Sleep’s 
mother the blackgirdled goddess Night ; take a false 
name and become darkness, since I also change my 
limbs into the aspect of Themis, of Cythereia, of 
Artemis when need compels. Promise him Pasithea 
for his bride, and let him do my need from desire of 
her beauty. I need not tell you that one lovesick 
will do anything for hope.” 

124 At these words, Iris goldenwing flew away, 
peering through the air. To Paphos, to the land 
of Cyprus she directed her unwavering eye ; most of 
all she gazed above Byblos, on the wedding water 
of Assyrian Adonis,? seeking the wandering track 
of vagrant Sleep. She found him on the slopes of 


@ In N.-W. Africa, probably the Senegal. 
® Yet again an allusion to Hyacinthos, whose legend is a 
positive obsession to Nonnos. 
© So Aleaios, frag. 8 Diehl ; usually Eros is Aphrodite’s 
son.. 
4 See xx. 144. 
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nuptial Orchomenos“; for there he delayed again 
and trailed his distracted foot, a frequent visitor at 
the door of his beloved Pasithea. 

182 Then Iris changed her shape, and all unseen she 
put on the look of dark Night unrecognizable. She 
came near to Sleep, weaving guile; and in his 
mother’s guise uttered her deceitful speech in cajoling 
whispers : 

136 “* My child, how long is Cronides to despise me ? 
Is it not enough that Phaéthon does me violence, that 
Morning shoots me, and Dawn pursues me? Zeus 
has got a bastard son, just to confound my dear Sleep! 
One mortal by himself insults me and my son: all 
night long Bacchos destroys me, and provokes you, 
by keeping wide awake and kindling his blazing 
torch with mystic sparks. Why are you named All- 
vanquisher, Sleep? No longer you charm wakeful 
men, now that the spurious gleam of earthborn Lyaios 
has conquered my revels—for he hides the flames of 
my stars by brighter torches of his own. One mortal 
by himself insults me, a new Lightbringer who covers 
the beams of my Moon great as they are. I am 
shamed before Day when she mocks at darkness, be- 
cause I have a false brightness in the night: for a 
foreign unnatural Sun makes me shine as if night were 
day. O my dear son! you must resent this on two 
counts—resist the mystical Satyrs, resist Dionysos the 
sleepless ! Grant this boon to your sorrowful mother, 
grant this boon to Hera, and charm the charmproof 
eye of Zeus in the Highest, just for one day, that she 
may help the Indians whom the Satyrs scatter in rout 
and still Bacchos harries. 

158 “ © Sleep, why are you named Allvanquisher ? 
If it be your pleasure, pray turn your eye, and you 
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* ie. Zeus was begetting Heracles. That night was, by 
miracle, of thrice the usual length. 
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shall perceive Cronion wakeful once again through 
the night in sevengate Thebes. Make an end of the 
wantonness of Zeus Lawbreaker !_ Amphitryon is far 
from his bridal chamber, steelclad and in the battle ; 
Zeus makes himself at home by the side of Alemena, 
enjoying insatiate three moons of bridal darkness ! 
Let me not see Zeus yet wakeful for a fourth night.¢ 

166 ““ Nay, my son, arm you against Cronion—let 
him not have more darkness, nine full circles more! 
Remember Mnemosyne ? in the old time before us ; 
how he lay by her side for nine whole nights, with 
eyes ever wakeful, full of passion for many children 
in that unresting bridal. Another allvanquishing 
god, winged like Sleep, little Love, conquered 
Cronides with a tiny dart. 

3“ Pity the blackskin nation of earthborn 
Indians! Grant this boon—for they have the same 
colour as your mother—save the black ones, O 
Blackwing! Do not provoke Earth, my father’s age- 
mate,° from whom alone we are all sprung, we who 
dwell in Olympos. Tremble not before Zeus, when 
his consort Hera is favourable: tremble not before 
Semele, whom her own bedfellow burnt up. No 
fiery lightning can equal you, no loud thunderclaps 
from the bursting clouds: do but flap me your 
wings, and Zeus lies immovable on unshaken bed, 
so long as you command him, Sleep! I have heard 
that you want one of the Graces; then if you have 
in your heart an itch for her bedchamber, have a 
care! Do not provoke Pasithea’s mother, Hera the 
handmaid of wedded love! And if you dwell with 


> Mother of the nine Muses. 
¢ Night is daughter of Chaos, and Chaos and Earth were 
the first of beings, see Hesiod, Theog. 116-123. 
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Tethys by the Leucadian Rock, do help Deriades 
the son of Indian Hydaspes: be true to a neighbour, 
for resounding Ocean your loud - voiced neighbour 
was an ancestor of Deriades.” 

191 With this appeal, she won his consent. Then 
Sleep as one obeying a mother started up, and swore 
to charm the eyes of unresting Zeus even until the 
third dawn should come; but Iris begged him to 
fasten Cronion with slumber for the course of one 
day only. There Sleep remained, awaiting the happy 
season of marriage. 

187 Then goddess Iris returned flying at speed, 
and hastened to deliver her welcome message to her 
queen. 

199 But Hera flew through the air on stormswift 
sole, and wove another plan, to visit Zeus carrying 
the cestus, that mindcharming girdle of desire. “She 
sought for the Paphian; and found Assyrian Aphro- 
dite seated in a solitary spot upon Libanos, alone, 
for the Graces, those dancers of Orchomenos, had 
been sent away to gather the various flowers of 
spring in the gardens—one to gather Cilician crocus, 
one eager to bring balsam and : ‘sprouts of the Indian 
reed, another for the fragrant petals of the rose. 

29 Wondering and startled, Aphrodite the daughter 
of Zeus leapt up from her seat, when she saw the 
consort of Zeus in sorrow; and the wily creature 
cried out— 

a2“ Hera, queen of Zeus! why are your cheeks 

pale! Why are your eyes downeast, my queen ? 
ee it be that Rainy Zeus has once more become 
a shower of deceit ?4 Has he become a bull again, 
a drenched wayfarer in the waters? What second 


2 As with Danaé. 
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* Zeus loved Antiope, daughter of Nycteus of Thebes, and 
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disguised as a Satyr must have been stated in some lost poem, 
for it is mentioned by Ovid, Met. vi. 110, as well as here. 


438 


225 


230 


235 
238 


240 


DIONYSIACA, XXXI. 216-242 


Europa is disturbing you? Is there another Antiope @ 
in the hairy embrace of a sham Satyr, although 
Nycteus her father forbids ? Is there a new horse ® 
with a mind in him hasting to another bridal, while 
he lets out a false whinny between mimicking lips ? 
Has he wooed another Semele with birthdelivering 
brand, and cast his lightning to show the way for 
love? Does he dance to the bed of some pretty- 
horned heifer ¢ while he utters a loving moo? Well, 
if you like, you can find up another cowkceper to 
spy upon Zeus, a herdsman Argos, tattooed with 
unsleeping eyes! Answer my questions, and [ will 
help all I can.” 

228 The goddess greeted her kindly with deceitful 
words : 

229 “ Cypris goddess, we must leave the ground of 
Olympos for mortals. Zeus has brought to Olympos 
Semele the mother of Bacchos, and he will bring 
Dionysos himself to heaven. What mansion will 
receive Hera? To what place shall 1 gor 1 am 
ashamed lest I behold Semele, the usurping queen 
of Olympos. I fear he may take me and drive me 
out of Olympos like Cronos, and I may have to see 
the dark house of Iapetos.¢ I fear he may shame 
the nectar, and bring from earth what they call the 
vine, to plant it in heaven even among the Blessed. 

240 “ CQ Justice, O Earth, O Water, let this never 
be! May he never bring its twigs to heaven! 
that I should speak of the Viny Sky instead of the 
Starry Sky, in honour of the grape ! that I should 


® The shape in which Zeus begat Peirithods on Dia, schol. 
on Hom. JI. i. 263. 
© ie. has he foundanew lo? 
4 One of the Titans who fell with Cronos. 
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ever quaff another drink after the sweet nectar of 
Olympos! I fear to see warlike Athena drunken, 
shaking her spear against Ares and Cythereia—the 
stars wineshotten and maddened against each other, 
arousing reckless battle in heaven with the stagger- 
ing drops of mindshaking Dionysos—all that dwell 
~ in Olympos infuriated, and mimicking the revels of 
carryshield Corybants ! 

22 “Ts it not shame enough, an impious thing, 
that I see the Trojan boy cup-lackey to Zeus, dis- 
gracing heaven and Hebe cupbearer of Zeus, when 
he ladles sweet nectar with human hands? Yes, I 
will go in my shame to earth; heaven I will leave 
to those two, Ganymedes and Dionysos—heaven I 
will leave, the home of Semele! Let heaven be 
common home for those two, Perseus and Dionysos. 
I will retire to my Argos, to the glorious city of 
Mycene, and I will settle on earth. With his un- 
happy mother will go Ares himself, your bridegroom. 
Come yourself too, and set foot in your Sparta, and 
let Sparta receive corseleted* Aphrodite in her 
anger along with brazen Ares, 

264 “ T know where I get these troubles from. My 
father’s Avenger demands bloodprice from me for 
violence done to a father, because Hera the Titan’s 
daughter took strong part in the war against Cronos 
her father and helped Zeus in his fight. A fine thing 
for me to see Dionysos sitting in the midst of 
Olympos beside Fros, at the same table as the Foam- 
born,® bearing the aegis once borne by Cronides and 
Athena. Help me, goddess, I pray! Lend me to 
aid my need your cestus band, your allcharming belt, 





@ "Eydmdos, the famous Armed Aphrodite of Sparta. 
> Aphrodite. 
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just for one day—that I may charm the eyes of Zeus, 
and while Zeus slumbers I may help my Indians. 
I am twice your goodmother, for you have been 
bride of my Hephaistos and Ares both. Grant this 
boon at last ; for the blackskin Indians have always 
hospitably entertained Erythraian Aphrodite, and 
these Indians Dionysos has assailed in his fury, on 
these Indians Zeus has wreaked his anger—Zeus the 
womanmad, the heartless, Zeus the bearer of children, 
he has battled for Dionysos and cast his lightnings 
upon them! Lend me your cestus band to help, 
with which alone you charm all in one! I am 
worthy to wear it, patroness of wedlock * and fellow- 
helper of the Loves.” 


* Zuyin, She of the Yoke (of wedlock), is one of her 
titles, as marriage-goddess, the Latin Iuno Iugaria. 
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In the thirty-second are battles, and the bed of 
sleeping Zeus, and the madness of Bacchos. 


APHRODITE was won. The mistress of wiles obeyed 
the cunning request, and drawing the cestus up from 
her bosom she bestowed it upon willing Hera, and 
thus she spoke and described the witchery of the 
strap: 

5 “ Accept this strap to help your trouble. You 
shall charm all in one with this cestus, the guide to 
all desire—Sun and Zeus and the company of stars, 
and the evermoving stream of boundless Ocean.” 

® This said, she plunged beneath the rocks of 
Assyrian Libanos. But Hera passed to the star- 
scattered circle of Olympos. Quickly she decked out 
her allwhite body. Often she guided the straying 
clusters of floating hair and arranged them in even 
rows down to her forehead ; she touched up the plaits 
with sweetscented oil—stir it, and the farspreading 
scent of the unguent intoxicates heaven and sea and 
the whole earth. She put on her head a coronet of 
curious work, set with many rubies, the servants of 
love ; when they move, the Cyprian flame sends out 
bright sparklings. She wore also that stone which 
draws man to desire, which has the bright name of 
the desire-struck Moon; and the stone which is en- 
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© Probably myrtle, which is often associated with the rose, 
and it is of course associated with Myrrha. Cf. Pausanias 
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amoured of iron the loveproducing®; and the Indian 
stone of love,? offspring itself of the waters and akin 
to the Foamborn; and the deep blue sapphire still be- 
loved of Phoibos. About her hair she twined that 
herb ¢ of passion which Cythereia loves as much as the 
rose, as much as the anemone, which she wears when 
she is about to mingle her love with Myrrha’s son.¢ 
She bound the unaccustomed cestus about and about 
her flanks ¢; but the embroidered robe she wore was 
her oldest, still bearing the bloodmarks of maidenhead 
left from her bridal, to remind her bedfellow of their 
first love when she came to her brother a virgin in 
that secret union. She washed her face, and wrapt 
about her a shining robe and clasped it with a brooch 
to lock up her tunic. Having thus adorned herself 
and surveyed all in the mirror, Hera sped through 
the air, swift as a bird, swift as a thought’ 

38 She came near to Zeus. And when Zeus 
Highest and Mightiest saw her, the goading cestus 
whipt him to hotter love. As Zeus looked upon her, 
his eyes were enslaved, and staring hard Cronides 
spoke these words : 

42 “QO Hera, why have you come to this eastern 
clime ? What need has brought you? Why are you 
here to-day ? Are you again full of wrath and armed 
against Bacchos of the vine ?_ Do you desire to help 
those overweening Indians ? ”’ 

46 He spoke, and crafty Hera with laughing heart, 
yet mad with jealousy, answered, deluding her 
husband : 

vi. 24. 6 éxovar 8é 4 pév adray [the Charites] podov, dotpayadov 
8é # don, Kal 7 tpitn KA@va od péyay pupatrys. 

@ Adonis. 

¢ She wore it as a strophion, the ancient equivalent of 


stays. 4 Hom. Od. vii. 36. 
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48 “ No, Father Zeus, I have a different errand of 
my own. I came not to concern myself with others’ 
troubles, warlike Indians and Indianslaying Dionysos, 
but I hasten to visit the blazing court of the Kast near 
to Helios. For Eros is on the wing beside the waters 
of Tethys, struck with passion for Rhodope Ocean’s 
daughter, and he has renounced his matchmaking ! 
So the order of the universe is out of joint, life is 
worthless when wedlock is gone. I have been to 
summon him, and here I am on the way back. For 
you know I am called the Lady of Wedlock, because 
my hands hold the accomplishment of childbirth.” 

59 So she spoke aloud, and her consort glowing 
made reply : 

60 “ Beloved bride, let quarrels be! Let my proud 
Dionysos cut down root and branch those Indians 
who will have no Bacchos, and goodbye to him! But 
let a bridebed receive us both! Not for any mate, 
neither mortal woman nor goddess, was I ever so 
charmed in soul at the touch of the cestus; no, not 
even when I had Teygete ¢ Atlas’s daughter, from 
whose bed was born Lacedaimon the ancient prince— 
not so did I love Niobe,’ the daughter of primeval 
Phoroneus beside Lerna—not so did I love Inachos’s 
Io, the wandering heifer, from whom beside the Nile 
came the line begun by Epaphos and primeval 
Ceroessa—not so did I desire the Paphian, for whose 
sake I dropt seed in the furrow of the plowland 
and begat the Centaurs,° as I now feel sweet desire 
for you! And so you shoot your own husband with 

@ An obscure genealogy ; the mountain Taygetos and the 


district Lacedaemon are provided with eponyms. 

® Zeus’s first earthly love is an Argive heroine; no con- 
nexion with the daughter of Tantalos. 

© See xiv. 193 ff. 
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Cyprian shafts, being the Lady of Wedlock and queen 
of creation ! ” 

76 He spoke, and assembling with a whirl golden 
clouds like a wall, he arched them eddying above 
like a round covering dome. It was something in the 
shape of a bridal chamber, so contrived that the 
purple manicoloured bow of heavenly Iris was then 
round it like a crown. Thus there was a natural 
covering for the loves of Zeus and his fairarmed bride 
as they mated there in the open hills, and there 
was the shape of a couch self-formed to serve their 
need. 

83 While they communed under the sweet canon of 
gracious marriage, Earth unfolded her teeming per- 
fumes and crowned the marriage bed with lovely 
flowers : there sprouted Cicilian saffron, there grew 
bindweed, and wrapt his male leaves about the female 
plant by his side, as though breathing desire, and 
himself a dainty mate in the world of flowers. So 
the double growth adorned the bed of the pair, 
covering Zeus with saffron and Hera his wife with 
bindweed ; lovely iris leaping upon anemone por- 
trayed by a meaning silence the sharp love of Zeus. 
No immortal then beheld the shaded bed of the 
divine ones, not the Nymphs of the neighbourhood, 
not Phaéthon allseeing, not even the soft eye of 
Selene herself saw that imperishable bed; for the 
couch was covered with thick shady clouds round 
about, and Sleep the servant of the Loves had charmed 
the eyes of Zeus. 

98 While Zeus slept delicately charmed among the 
flowers, holding his wife in his arms on that bed un- 
seen, the Fury of many shapes wandering among the 
hills armed herself against Dionysos by Hera’s com- 
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mands. She made a great rattling over Lyaios’s eyes, 
loudly cracking her snaky whip ; ‘she shook her head, 
and a deadly hiss issued ‘from her quivering serpent- 
hair, terrible, and fountains of poison drenched the 
rocky wilderness. . . . At times, again, she showed a 
face like some wild beast ; a mad and awful lion with 
thick bristles upon his neck, threatening Dionysos 
with bloody gape. 

ile Then Artemis saw Bacchos caught in a fit of 
mind-marauding madness, and would have driven 
the madness away, but Hera with heavy noise aloft 
cast a burning brand at her and scared her off. The 
mistress of the hunt gave way in anger to her step- 
mother. But she did protect maddened Bacchos a 
little ; she held back her wild beasts with threaten- 
ings, and shackled the hunting dogs, fastening straps 
round and round their necks that they should not 
hurt the flesh of delirious Dionysos. 

119 Now Megaira black in her infernal robe went 
back into the darkness, and sent out many spectral 
visions to Lyaios. Showers of poison-drops were shot 
upon the head of Bromios and big fat sparks; ever 
in his ears was the whistling sound of the hellish whip 
which robbed him of his senses. 

125 Thus tormented in the lonely forest, Dionysos 
paced the pathless mountains with wandering foot, 
shaken by terrible pantings. Like a mad bull, he 
dashed his horns against the rocks, and a harsh bellow 
came from his maddened throat. Echo left Pan and 
mimicked his tune no more, but bellowed an ugly 
sound in frenzied tone, repeating the wild noise of 
Dionysos. He swift as the storm chased the dappled 
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deer and shaggy lionesses, plying his highland hunt. 
No lion so bold as to come near him; the bear 
appalled and scared hid in a secret cave, fearing 
the menacing madness of Lyaios, hearing the sound 
of the god in her rough ears. With pitiless thyrsus 
he cut through long pythons lying on a stone and 
gently licking him: he shook the rocks with long- 
pointed horn: he killed troops of lions, unyielding 
beasts but now seeking mercy: he rooted up trees 
from the fruitful soil, he chased the Hadryads, he 
volleyed the cliffs and drove the Naiad nymphs out 
of the river homeless. Bassarids went scattering 
and would not come within touch of Lyaios, 
Satyrs shivered and hid in the sea; they would 
not come near him, dazed at the threatening 
onset, lest he dash at them letting out that out- 
landish roar, spitting snowy foam, the witness of 
madness. 

151 Now Deriades with exceeding great boldness 
attacked the Bacchant women, while Dionysos was 
being shaken at the command of Hera. As when 
the sea bellowing with the rush of wintry surge, 
unnavigable, is driven wildly by contrary winds, and 
floods the soaking air with waves mountain-high : 
the blasts have parted the stern-hawsers in the piti- 
less assault of the billows, the violent wind has tangled 
up the canvas with its breath and made a cloak of 
girdling sails round the bending mast, the yard is 
askew, the sailors in despair have thrown hope to 
the sea*—so the Indian Ares threw into confusion 
the whole Bacchic army. 

162 Then came a struggle out of all order, then 
came an unequal fight, a one-sided struggle for 

@ Thrown it away, that ts. 
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* From /1. v. 860, xiv. 148. 
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brazen Ares came back unwearied to awaken the 
conflict. He took the form of the champion Modaios, 
more than all others unsated with battle, whose 
joy was joyless carnage, whom bloodshed pleased 
better than banquets. On the shield he bore the 
graven image of Medusa with her bush of hair, 
like the viperine tresses of the Gorgon’s head, and 
he was equal to Deriades, of the same colour. So 
then Ares took on Modaios’s terrible shape and the 
copy of his unsmiling face, his curly hair and the 
blazon of his shield, and furiously raging rushed amid 
the fray to scatter the people, giving courage to his 
warriors. With one voice the Indians fearlessly 
roared their warcry, now Bacchos was not there, and 
deathly Ares shouted as loud as nine thousand,? with 
Discord moving by his side to support him ; in the 
battle he placed Rout and Terror’ to wait upon 
Deriades. So the army of Dionysos, absent in the 
wilderness, was driven pellmell by Deriades, and his 
comrade Ares, and the slumber of Zeus. 

181 So the mingled battalions fighting with one 
common ardour girded the whole company of Bas- 
sarids with a ring of steel; many were slain by one 
slayer in their flight, smitten by swords. O ye Muses 
of Homer! Tell me who died, who fell to the spear 
of Deriades! Aibialos and Thyamis, Ormenios and 
Opheltes, Criasos Argasides, Telebes and Lyctian 
Antheus, Thronios and Aretos, Moleneus with his 
ashplant and Comarcos in his might—a host were 
laid out dead one upon another by the spear of 
Deriades. They fell as they were slain, one stretched 
out on the ground ; one swam in the water enduring 
trouble amid the waves ; one drowned in the sea 


» The Homeric attendants of .Ares. 
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* Hardly anything is known of the legend of Pygmalion, 
except that he was a king of Cyprus (probably originally 
a god, the first two syllables of his name being apparently 
a corruption of a divine Phoenician name). The tale how 
he made a beautiful statue of a woman, fell in love with it 
and successfully begged Aphrodite to make it live is the 
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hard by, whom Arabian Nereus buried in the waves 
newly wounded by the pursuing spear ; another ran 
over the hills with stormswift sole fleeing his fate ; 
another left the lance planted in the middle of his 
back and crawled into the heart of the bushes, 
longing for absent Dionysos to save him. 

189 Proud Echelaos fell, and was left unburied, 
crushed by the manbreaking rock from gigantic 
Morrheus : he was a Cyprian, with the down fresh 
around his cheeks. He lay then like a palm spire 
with a head of leaves; but in the battle he rushed 
about shaking his torch, a tender lad with uncropt 
hair, until he was struck on the top of the hip, where 
nature had fitted the axle in the cup of the thigh 
to grow together with the flesh of his body. He died 
holding the mystic pine still alight, and in his con- 
vulsions burnt his head to ashes with his own torch, 
setting fire to the braided hair with the smoking 
brand. Then Morrheus triumphed over him and 
mocked him : 

210 ““ Boy, you must be a stranger to the land 
which is called your nurse—Echelaos lad, you have 
belied your birth as a Cyprian! You are not sprung 
from Pygmalion,? to whom Cypris gave a long course 
of life and many years. Ares the bridegroom of 
your Paphian did not save you. Your Cythereia did 
not grant you infinite circles of revolving years and 
a car that stumbled not, that you might escape vour 





only well-known story concerning him. From: this passage 
it appears that the goddess also granted him long life and 
that she gave him a carriage (not a war-chariot, for it 
was drawn by mules) which carried him safely out of all 
dangers. Lines 216-218 must refer to some tale concerning 
Pygmalion, for they are quite inappropriate to Echelaos, 
who evidently had been fighting on foot. 
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fate on that fatefending waggon, as you ever drove 
a kneeheavy run of mules !—Wrong ! you do come 
from Cyprus. Fate caught you also quick when 
Ares vanquished you just like Myrrha’s son.” ¢ 

221 As he spoke the words, shakespear Morrheus 
thrust again at the footmen. He caught waddling 
Bilithos and killed Denthis, cut off the head of Krig- 
bolos the dancer and put the Phrygian warriors to 
flight with farcast spear. Sebeus he brought down 
with a jagged stone ; he chased Actaion and the com- 
pany of Thebans, and killed Eubotes, who dwelt in the 
Cadmeian country, a companion of Actaion. One 
common shriek arose as a multitude fleeing before the 
infinite might of Deriades in utter rout slipt into the 
meshes of one common fate, dying in heaps under 
the blows of one man and his murderous destroying 
steel, falling over each other and lying in rows on the 
bloodstained dust— Crimisos Himaleon Phrasios 
Thargelos Iaon: Coilon tumbled among them slain, 
Cyes rolled over in bloody death a corpse. The 
carnage was infinite: the steel cut them down, 
the thirsty soil accepted this foreign shower of 
war’s torrents, and gladly bathed in the enemies’ 
blood. 

240 There was panic in the army of Bacchos. The 
footmen were shaken and ran, the horsemen checked 
their jewelled bridles to flee and escape. So one made 
for the hills and into a cave in the rocks, one crept 
into the bushes on the hillside and sat hidden under 
the leaves, one entered the cave of lions, another the 
den of a savage bear, one slunk over a high cliff and 
traversed the uplands with hillranging feet. A 


@ The son of Myrrha is Adonis; the boar which killed 
him is now and then said to have been Ares in disguise. 
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Bacchant passed by the lair of a wild beast with a 
litter, and trod the uplands with timid shoe; now 
she wanted no longer a lion’s rocky den, but she 
found a harbourage of weak deer in her craven 
mood—for she had changed her former heart into 
a deer’s heart instead of a lioness. One of the 
stormswift Satyrs was running like the quick winds, 
unshod, with frightened foot, to eseape the impious 
weight of Deriades’ threats. Anold Seilenos wandered 
scouring the cliffs. Often he sank with stumbling 
feet upon heavy knees, and fell to the ground 
and covered his face with dirt ; then he lifted his 
hairy form again, but instead of fighting he hid 
among the hills, and with difficulty kept clear of 
helmeted Morrheus with his spear. The spear of 
Euios, the thyrsus, he was obliged to throw away for 
the peaceful winds to take care of. Erechtheus re- 
tired slowly with reluctant feet, turning again and 
again his round eyes backwards, for he was ashamed 
to think of Athena the warlike patron of his city. 
Aristaios hit by an arrow in the left shoulder, unwill- 
ingly refused to take further part in Mainad battle 
on behalf of Bacchos. Melisseus was avoiding the 
company of spearbold Corybants ; he was pierced 
through his hairy chest and the Erythraian spear had 
gone through the nipple. The grim merciless Cyclo- 
pians hastened to flee discomfited with quick foot, 
and with them Phaunos also fled from the Indian 
battle though unshaken. An ancient Parrhasian 
Pan, himself a runaway, led to flight the whole 
horned company, and with silent feet plunged into 
the shadowy forest, that restless Echo might not 
see him escaping over the hills and mock him and 
call him coward. 
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281 Now the leaders had slunk away, all but Aiacos, 
who was left therealoneinthe battle fighting on, though 
he needed the presence of unconquered Dionysos. 
Nevertheless there he stayed. The Nymphs from the 
rocks had hidden in the deep hall of some Naiad ; 
these joined the nymphs of Hydaspes, those fled to 
neighbouring Indos and lodged in his waters, others 
went to the Sydros,* others washed off the fresh gore 
in the Ganges—these were many, they came in herds 
to the watery channels, and the silverfoot Naiad stood 
at her hospitable door to welcome them into the 
watery retreat of her virginal palace. Others hid 
under the shady branches of a Hamadryad or slipt 
into open holes in the trees. Many Bassarids were 
beside the watersprings near the rock shedding foun- 
tains of tears ; and the deep fountain itself, filled with 
the showers of tears newly shed upon her sorrowful 
countenance, grew all dark lamenting the heavy 
mourning of nevermourning Dionysos. 


® The Sutlej. 


VOL. II 2H 465 


AIONYZIAKON TPIAKOZTON TPITON 


"Ev 3€ tpinxoora tpirarw Moppja dapdla 
rkfas Botpos “Epws émi xadet Nadxopedeins. 


Abrap o dorrardy medopnpeévos aNsare Tapowy 


evKepaw Taxvyouvos Opouos Eaovto tavpw, 


Aoiyrov dopa ydwr érepodpovos opare Avoons. 


Kat Napes enum uros "Epv6paiy Tapa KyTw 
gutradiny evodpov dpepyopern Sovannuwy, 
odpa rupirvevorww Nadiwy évroabe AeBryTww 
"Agovpiou pigaca xvas woivas éAaiov 
drBeow “Trdqrovae pupov tevfecey avag 
ommote Tarroiny dpooepyy eSpéparo noiny, 
xwpov odov Oneito- Kai ayxemopyp Tapa Aoxpn 
Avacar €ob yevetypos omemevovoa Avatov 
axyvupern ddxpuce, diroctopyw b€ pevowy 
revbaréas ovixecaw €as éxapage mapeds: 
Kai Larvpous ononialey bromrjagovtas ’Evuw, 
Kwdurnr 8 évonoe pavevbadinv te Peyapre 
xexAevas éepurrepOev atvupPev7a10 Kovins: 
Nadxopedyy 8 eAdaipe OveAArjevte medAW 
pawopévou Moppios aAvoxalovaay axwxyy, 
cat dborepy dSed0vqto podwmdos elvexa Koupns, 
fy) Tore vexnoeeyv és ayAainv "Adpodirny. 


* Normally the Charites are daughters of Zeus; Dionysos 


466 


10 


20 


BOOK XXXIII 


In the thirty-third, furious Love masters Morrheus, 
and sets him aflame for the beauty of 
Chalcomedeia. 


But Bacchos himself, rushed away kneequick like a 
horned bull, carried in long leaps by his wandering 
feet, puffing deadly breath in the flood of his frenzied 
madness. 

4 One of the swiftshoe Graces was gathering the 
shoots of the fragrant reeds in the Erythraian garden, 
in order to mix the flowing juice of Assyrian oil with 
Indian flowers in the steaming cauldrons of Paphos, 
and make ointment for her Lady. While she plucked 
all manner of dew-wet plants she gazed all round the 
place ; and there in a forest not far off she saw the 
madness of Lyaios her father. She wept for sorrow 
and tender affection, and tore her cheeks with her 
nails in mourning. Then she saw the Satyrs scurrying 
from battle; she distinguished Codone and Gigarto, 
dead too soon, lying on the dust unburied ; she pitied 
Chaleomede fleeing with stormswift shoe from the 
blade of furious Morrheus—and indeed she was 
shaken with jealousy of the rosy-cheek maiden, for 
fear she might win the day with radiant Aphrodite. 


is their father only in Nonnos and one or two other late 


authors. 
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21 Sorrowing she returned to heaven, but she hid 
her grief for Lyaios her father in mournful silence. 
Pallor displaced the bloom on her rounded cheek, and 
dimmed the bright radiance of her face. 

5 Cypris, the lover of Adonis, saw Pasithea down- 
cast, and understood the grief heralded by her silent 
face ; then she addressed to her these comforting 
words : 

8“ Dear girl, what trouble has changed your 
looks ? Maiden, what has made you lose your ruddy 
looks ? Who has quenched the gleams of springtime 
from your face? ‘The silvery sheen shines no longer 
upon your skin, your eyes no longer laugh as before. 
Come now, tell me your anxieties. Are you plagued 
by my son, perhaps? Are you in love with some 
herdsman, among the mountains, struck with desire, 
like Selene ? Has Eros perhaps flicked you also with 
the cestus, like Dawn once before ?—Ah, I know why 
your cheeks are pale: shadowy Sleep, the vagabond, 
woos you as a bridegroom woos a maid! I will not 
compel you if you are unwilling ; I will not join Sleep 
the blackskin to Pasithea the lilywhite!”’ 

41 When Aphrodite had said this, the Charis 
weeping replied : 

42 “ C mother of the Loves! Osower of life in the 
everlasting universe! No herdsman troubles me, no 
bold desire of Sleep. I am no lovesick Dawn or 
Selene. No, I am tormented by the afflictions of 
Lyaios my father, driven about in terror by the 
Furies. He is your brother—protect Dionysos if you 
can!” 

48 Then she recounted all her father’s afflictions 
to her mistress, and the countless ranks of Bassarids 
that Morrheus had killed, and all the fugitive host 
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of Satyrs, even Dionysos lashed with the fury’s whip, 
and wailing Gigarto gasping on the ground, and 
Codone gone before her season: with shame she 
described the sorrows and beauty of Chalcomedeia. 

55 Then sweetsmiling Aphrodite put off the wonted 
laugh from her radiant rosy face, and told her 
messenger Aglaia to call Eros her son, that swift 
airy flyer, that guide to the fruitful increase of the 
human race. 

60 The Charis moved her footsteps, and turned her 
face this way and that way over earth and sea and 
sky, if somewhere she might find the restless track 
of Eros—for he beats his wings everywhere circling 
the four separate regions of the universe. 

64 She found him on the golden top of Olympos,* 
shooting the nectar-drops from a cup.” Beside him 
stood Hymenaios, his fairhaired playfellow in the 
dainty game. He had put up as a prize for the victor 
something clever made by his haughty mother 
Urania, who knew all the courses of the stars, a 
revolving globe like the speckled form of Argos ¢; 
winged Eros had taken and put up a round golden 
necklace which belonged to his mother sea-born 
Aphrodite, a shining glorious work of art, as a prize 
of victory. <A large silver basin stood for their 
game, and the shooting mark before them was a 
statue of Hebe shown in the middle pouring the wine. 
The umpire in the game was adorable Ganymedes, 
cupbearer of Cronides, holding the garland. Lots 
were cast for the shots of unmixed wine, with varied 

@ This scene recalls Apoll. Rhod. iii. 114, where she sends 


Eros to shoot Medea. 
» ie. playing cottabos, a game fashionable in classical 
Athens, in which wine was thrown out of cups at a mark. 
© Covered with stars like the eyes of Argos. 
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movements of the fingers*: these they held out, 
these they pressed upon the root of the hand closely 
joined together. A charming match it was between 
them. 

1 Daintyhair Hymenaios drew the first try. He 
took the cup, and shot the flying nectar-drop high in 
the air over the basin; but he offered no prayer then 
to his mother the Muse : darting from the cup the dew 
went scattering high through the air, but the leaping 
drops turned aside and swerving fell back about the 
face of the statue so as to touch the top of the head 
without a sound.’ Second,erafty Eros took hold of the 
lovely cup in a masterly way, and secretly in his heart 
prayed to Cyprogeneia; then with a steady eye on the 
mark, he shot the liquid into the distance—the dewy 
nectar went straight, unswerving, and curved round 
until it fell from the air upon the forehead above the 
temple with a loud plop. The elegant statue rang, 
and the basin echoed the sound of victory for the 
golden son of Cyprogeneia. Ganymedes laughing 
handed the dainty garland to Eros. Quickly he 
picked up the beautiful necklace and lifted the globe, 
and kept the two prizes of their cleverdrop game. 
Bold Eros went skipping and dancing for joy and 
turned a somersault, and tried often to pull his rival’s 
hands from his sorrowful face. 

105 Now Aglaia stood by him, and she received the 
prizes from the hands of the prince of heart’s delight. 
She beckoned the boy aside, and with silence their 

@ First they played the finger game, It. mora, Lat. micare 
digitis ; A. quickly opens and closes some of his fingers and 
B. has to say at once how many he has held out. This was 
to determine which should throw first apparently. 

> So it was not a fair hit ; the mark must make an audible 
sound (or, in some forms of the game, turn over) to count. 
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only witness, she whispered into his ear the artful 
message of her intriguing mistress : 

109 “ Allvanquisher unvanquished, preserver of life 
co-eval with the universe, make haste! Cythereia is 
in distress. None of her attendants has remained 
with her; Charis has gone, Peitho has vanished, 
Pothos ¢ the inconstant has left her ; she had none to 
send but me. She needs your invincible quiver ! ”’ 

114 No sooner had she spoken, than Eros wanted 
to know all about it ; for all young people, when they 
hear only the beginning of a story, are eager to hear 
the end. So he rattled out with that unbridled 
tongue of his— 

118 ““ Who has hurt my dear Paphian? Let me 
take arms in hand and fight all the world! If my 
mother is in distress, let me stretch my allvanquishing 
bowstring against even Cronion, to make him once 
more a mad ravishing love-bird, an eagle, or a bull 
swimming the sea! Or if Pallas has provoked her, 
if Crookshank ° has hurt her by lighting the bright 
torch of the Cecropian light, I will fight them both, 
Hephaistos and Athena! Or if Archeress hareslayer 
moves her to anger, I will draw the fiery Olympian 
sword of Orion to prick Artemis and drive her out of 
the sky! (Or if it is Hermes) I will carry off with me 
Maia’s son on my wings, and let him call useless Peitho 
in vain to his help.© Or I will leave my arrows and the 
fiery belt of my quiver, I will lash Phoibos a willing 
victim with cords of laurel leaves, holding him bound 
in a belt of speaking iris.¢ Indeed I fear not the 
Cecropian=Athenian torch-races being a feature of He- 
phaistos’s festival there. 

© His wife in Nonnos, ef. v. 574. 

4 Nonnos is obsessed with this story ; the reader is referred 


to former notes. 
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of the real Phaéthon. 
* Aphrodite was angry with the Sun for revealing her 
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strength of Enyalios, it will not weary me to flog 
Ares when he is shackled by the delightful cestus. 
The two luminaries I will drag down from heaven 
to be drudges in Paphos, and give my mother for a 
servant Phaéthon with Clymene,* Selene with 
Endymion, that all may know that I vanquish all 
things!” 

40 He spoke, and straight through the air he plied 
his feet, and reached the dwelling of eager Aphro- 
dite long before Aglaia with his pair of whirring 
wings. 

143 His mother with serene countenance took him 
into her embrace, and threw one happy arm round 
her boy, lifting him on her knees, a welcome burden. 
He sat there while she kissed the boy’s lips and eyes : 
then she touched his mindcharming bow, and handled 
the quiver, and pretending to breathe anger, spoke 
these delusive words : 

149 My dear child, you have forgotten Phaéthon 
and Cythereia! Pasiphaé no longer wants the bull’s 
love.’ Helios mocks at me, and arms the offspring 
of Astris, the warrior Deriades his own daughter's 
son, to destroy the Bassarids of womanmad Dionysos 
and to rout the love-stricken Satyrs of Bromios, 
But it has provoked me more than all, that battle- 
stirring Ares in mortal shape, with Enyo by his side, 
without regard for his old love of Aphrodite, has 
armed himself against Dionysos at Hera’s bidding 
and supports the Indian king. Now then, on this 
field Ares is for Deriades—then you fight for Lyaios. 
He has a spear, you have a stronger bow, before 


adultery with Ares, and so plagued alt his children, Pasiphaé 
with monstrous love, Phaéthon with fatal ambition, and so on: 
cf. Hyginus, Fab, 148. 3. 
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which bend the knee Zeus the Highest and furious 
Ares and Hermes the lawgiver ; even that Archer 
Apollo fears your bow. If you will give a boon to your 
Foamborn, fight for the Bassarids and our Dionysos. 
Go I pray, to the Eastern clime and let no one catch 
you—go to the Indian plain, where there is a hand- 
maid of Lyaios amongst the Bacchants, more excel- 
lent than her yearsmates, named Chaleomede, who 
loves the maiden state—but if you should see 
Chalcomede and Cypris both together in Libanos, 
you cannot tell which was Aphrodite, my dear boy ! 
Go to that place and help Dionysos ranging the 
wilds, by shooting Morrheus for the beauty of Chal- 
comedeia. I will give you a worthy prize for your 
shooting, a wellmade Lemnian@ chaplet, like the 
rays of fiery Helios. Shoot a sweet arrow, and you 
will do a grace both to Cypris and to Dionysos ; 
honour my bridesmaid bird of love ® and yours, the 
herald of lifelong wedding and happy hearts !”’ 

180 So spoke the goddess ; and Eros wildly leapt 
from his mother’s lap and took up his bow, slung 
the allvanquishing quiver about his little shoulder, 
and sailed away on his wings through the air ; round 
Cerne he turned his flight opposite the rays of 
morning, smiling that he had set afire that great 
charioteer of the heavenly car with his little darts, 
and the light of the loves had conquered the light 
of Helios. Soon he was moving in the midst of the 
Indian host, and laid his bow against the neck of Chal- 
comedeia, aiming the shaft round her rosy cheek, and 
sent it into the heart of Morrheus. Then paddling 
his way with the double beat of his floating wings he 


@ 7,e, made by Hephaistos. 
> Presumably the dove. 
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mounted to the starry barriers of his father, leaving 
the Indian transfixed with the fiery shaft. 

195 Now Morrheus moved lovesick this way and 
that way, struck by the arrow of desire, wherever 
the maiden went; the sword he lifted was tame, 
his spear hung idle, his bold spirit was lashed by the 
cestus of love, he turned his enamoured gaze all 
about and moved his eyes at the bidding of Cypris, 
uncomforted. ; 

#01 But the girl cunningly deceived the Indian 
chieftain, as if desiring him, yet it was only a 
false pretence of love that she modelled ; and yet 
Morrheus touched heaven soaring in vain hope, for 
he thought she had in her heart a wound of maiden 
love like his own. Shallow man! he forgot his looks, 
and sought to charm a girl in her right mind with 
his black body. The girl had good sport in her 
playful tricks, showed herself near him and teased 
the lovesick man. She told her enemy how the knces 
of that unwedded Nymph ¢ fled swift on the breeze, 
how she ran once from Phoibos quick as the north 
wind, how she planted her maiden foot by the flood 
of a longwinding river, by the quick stream of 
Orontes, when the earth opened beside the wide 
mouth of a marsh and received the hunted girl into 
her compassionate bosom. 

216 At this tale of hers Morrheus jumped for joy 
—one thing only annoyed him, that the god never 
caught Daphne when she was pursued, that Apollo 
never ravished her. He called Phoibos a sluggard, 
and always blamed Earth for swallowing the girl 
before she knew marriage. Trembling with the 
sweet fire, he feared that Chaleomede also like 


a Daphne. 
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Daphne might be in love with maidenhood, feared he 
might see her flecing and chase her in vain, wasting 
his pains on desire unattainable like Apollo. 

25 But when night eame up and sent the battle 
to rest, Chalcomede traversed lonely wooded heights 
seeking traces of distracted Dionysos. She bore no 
tambours then, no Euian eymbals of Rheia, she per- 
formed no mystie rite for unsleeping Lyaios ;— but 
downcast and touching not the dance, she kept 
silence with those lips so unused to silence, under- 
standing the malady of Saviour Dionysos. 

233 With timid steps went Morrheus, slow and hesi- 
tating, as he watched the nymph with glances that 
returned again and again, and blamed Phaéthon for 
all his speed ; but his mind was keeping company 
with Chaleomede. In distress, he softened his voiee 
to womanish love-prattle, as the arrow of nightly 
love quivered beneath his heart : 

239“ Bow and arrows of Ares, I have done with 
you ; for another shaft and a better constrains me, 
the arrow of desire! 1 have done with you, quiver ! 
The cestus-strap has conquered my shieldsling. No 
more I equip a fighting hand against Bassarids. The 
gods of my nation, Water and Karth, I will leave, 
and set up altars both to Cypris and Dionysos ; 1 
will throw away the brazen spear of Enyalios and 
Athena. No more will I arm me with fiery torches, 
for love’s toreh has quenched the torch of Enyalios 
the weakling : I am hit by another and hotter fire. 
Would I were a Satyr, one womanmad, that I might 
dance among Bassarids, that I might rest my hand 
on Chaleomedeia’s shoulder and encircle her neck 
with love’s tight bond! May Dionysos drag the 
minister of Deriades to Phrygia under the yoke of 
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slavery! May wealthy Maionia receive me as her 
settler instead of my native land! I want to leave 
Caucasos? and dwell in Tmolos; let me throw off my 
ancient name of Indian and be called Lydian, let me 
bow my neck to Dionysos as the slave of love. Let 
Pactolos carry me—what care I for the Hydaspes 
of my homeland? Let Chaleomede’s sweet home 
possess me. Cypris and Bacchos have joined forces 
and overwhelmed the goodsons of Deriades with 
their volleys, that men may say—‘ The cestus killed 
Morrheus, the thyrsus Orontes.’”’ 

62 Such was his outery. He melted in the re- 
sounding flood of care when he thought of Chal- 
comede : for in the darkness the sparks of the loves 
are always hotter. Tor already the cone of cloud- 
less dark, leaping up with its unconscious moving 
shade, had covered everything together in one 
trembling quietude. No wayfarer walked through 
the Indian city ; no working-woman touched her 
familiat craft, nor beside the distaff-loving lamp did 
the moving spindle go round of itself under her 
hands, dangled unresting by the daneing pull of the 
thread. No, the industrious drudge slept with 
heavy head beside the wakeful lamp. A snake had 
crawled in quietly and lay where it fell; the head 
caught the tail, then it tightened up the length 
of its backbone in sleep on its belly. A towering 
elephant by the neighbouring wall enjoyed his sleep 
upright,® leaning his back against a tree. 

280 Then alone, sleepless, noiseless, Morrheus hur- 
riedly left Cheirobié sleeping alone in her chamber, 


@ Here the Hindu Kush. ; 
> Because it was supposed not to be able to bend_ its 


knees, 
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* Leus kanractied Callisto in the shape of Artemis. 
* Myrtilos was Oinomaos's charioteer; cf. Rose, Hand- 
book of Gk. Myth., p. 247. Another myth of the constellation 
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and crept round and round in distress with ever- 
returning feet. Once when at war near the Tauros 
among the Cilicians, he had heard the lore of an old 
sage, and learnt of the sting of starry loves in the 
heavens. Surveying therefore the heavenly domain 
spread abroad in the skies, he noticed Europa’s 
bridegroom, the Olympian Bull; then he turned his 
wandering eye to the polar region, and observed 
Callisto and the restless course of the Waggon, and 
recognized that the female received a female bed- 
fellow, who was disguised under the false likeness of 
the Archeress with limbs unrecognizable.? Rising 
over the Bull he saw Myrtilos, the fire-breathing 
Charioteer,® beeause he once helped a marriage, at 
the race for Hippodameia, and made a counterfeit 
peg of rounded wax, so that Pelops got his marriage. 
Near Cassiepeia he saw that Eagle ° spreading his 
wings who bedded with Aigina, and wished for such 
another delusive device, that he might himself undo 
the maidenhead of unwedded Chaleomede. Then 
with unsleeping gaze he began to speak : 

301 “J have heard how Zeus the Ruler on High 
once took the shape of a Satyr,? and wooed the 
maiden Antiope under a deceitful shape, in the mock 
love of a dancing bridal. I wish I had such a shape 
myself, to dance unrecognized into the host of 
horned Satyrs and to enjoy the bed of wincloving 
Chaleomede. I know, Cythereia, why you are angry 
with the sons of India; as neighbours of the Sun 
your arrows plague them,’ you have not yet forgotten 


Auriga is that it is Erichthonios, the first to drive four-in- 
hand. 
¢ The form Zeus took to approach \igina, daughter of 
Asopos. 
4 See xxxi. 217. © Cf. supra, 149. 
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how your captivity was discovered by those nets. 
Phaéthon was not my father—why do you plague 
me, Aphrodite? Bullgazer Pasiphaé was no mother 
of mine, Ariadne no sister. O ye rocks, utter your 
stony voice! Chalcomede I desire, and she denies ! 
Away my quiver, away with you, my murderous bow 
and windswift arrows! Ares did not save me when 
Aprodite took up arms : little Love has vanquished 
me, whom proud Bacchos could not kill!” 

317 Such were the vain cries of lovesick Morrheus 
through the night. Nor did the wing of sweet be- 
wildering Sleep give rest to loveshy Chalcomede ; 
for she longed to die, being in terror of mad Morrheus 
—she feared the hot man might bind her in forced 
wedlock while Bacchos was far away. She turned 
her step in the night to the Erythraian sea, and cried 
out to the deaf waves : 

324“ Melis, I call you happy! for you un- 
acquainted with love once threw yourself of your 
own free will over and over into the sea, and so es- 
caped the bed of womanmad Damnamenceus. [I call 
your chaste lot happy. For Aphrodite daughter of 
the brine armed the maddened bridegroom against 
you, and the sea guarded you even though it was the 
Paphian’s mother: you died in the waves a virgin 
still; O may the water of the sea cover Chaleomede 
also, willing enough, while she is still unacquainted 
with the marriage that Morrheus desires ; that I may 
be called a new loveshy Britomartis,? whom once 
the sea received and returned to the land, where 
she rejected the bodily love of Minos. Earthshaker 





> A Cretan heroine, or rather goddess. She leapt into the 
sea to escape Minos, was caught in some nets, and finally got 

away from Crete to Aigina. 
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¢ The nymph of Delos; but it is usually Zeus who wanted 
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enamoured did not affright me, as he did the chaste 
Asterié,¢ whom he hunted to and fro in the sea, 
riding restless before the changing wind, until Apollo 
rooted her in the waves immovable. Receive me, O 
sea, receive me in your hospitable breast! Receive 
me like Melis; receive me also, a later Britomartis, 
refusing marriage, that I may escape Morrheus and 
your Aphrodite ; pity Chaleomede, O saviour of 
maidens ! ”’ 

346 So in her distracted mind she cried aloud by 
the neighbouring sea; and she would have thrown 
herself rolling headlong into the waves, but Thetis 
gave her help, to please Dionysos. She changed her 
shape, and stood before Chaleomedeia in the form of 
a Bacehant woman with comfortable words : 

351 “ Courage, Chalcomede ! fear not the bed of 
Morrheus. You have in me a lucky omen of your 
untouched maidenhead, bringing witness that no 
marriage shall come near your bed. I am Thetis, 
like you an enemy of marriage. I love maidenhood, 
as Chaleomede herself; yet Father Zeus drove me 
from heaven and would have dragged me into 
marriage, but that old Prometheus stopt his desires, 
by prophesying that I should bear a son stronger 
than Cronion; he wished that Thetis’s boy should 
not some time overpower his father and drive out 
Cronides as high Zeus drove out Cronos. Be astute, 
and save us! For if you contrive your own death, 
without learning what marriage is without a bride- 
groom, the wild Indian will destroy the whole com- 
pany of Bassarids. No, you must delude him, and 
you will save from death your army, which is now 


her, not Poseidon. Her island became stationary at the 
birth of Apollo there. 
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in flight while Dionysos is under the lash. Just 
pretend an unreal desire for love. Then if Morrheus 
should drag you to bed while you refuse marriage, 
you need no helper against Cypris, for you have a 
huge serpent to protect and save your girdle. After 
the Indian War, Dionysos will take your Serpent and 
place him in the shining circle of the stars, an ever- 
lasting herald of your mtoue shed maidenhood, near 
his own brilliant Crown, when he completes the great 
starry sign of Cydonian Ariadne; and your se rpent 
shall be equal to the northern Serpent,? and shine 
upon mortals along with shining Ophiuchos. By 
and by you shall praise Thetis of the sea, when you 
espy your fiery star shining along with Selene. 
Have no fear about marriage. No bedfellow shall 
loose the firm knot of your maidenhood: I swear 
it by Dionysos, who has touched my board, I swear 
it by your ‘thy rsus, and by Aphrodite of the sea.” 

383 She ended her consolation ; and then hid the 
girl in a cloud, that the guards might not see her, 
or some spy walking cunningly in the night with 
secret foot, or some bold goatherd womanmad, 
and drag the maiden in the evening to a wayside 
wedding. 

* The constellation Draco, usually the dragon of the 
Hesperides. 
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In the thirty-fourth, Deriades attacks and massacres 
the Bacchant women within the walls. 


Tue girl passed over the hills in her quickmoving 
step, until she silently passed into the woody up- 
lands ; nor did Thetis herself linger upon the shore, 
but she too returned to the weedy hall of her father 
Nereus. 

5 Morrheus already had enough of staring through 
the cloudless heaven and watching the circling stars ; 
and he spoke, lashing his spirit with cares : 

8 “My mind moves unsteadily every way. No 
one counsel guides me, no one resolve; wishes 
throng round me in crowds, and I cannot fulfil one 
of them. Shall F kill Chaleomedeia, my beloved ? 
Then what can I do, that she too may not kill me 
with longing, after her fate? Or shall I leave her 
alive and unwounded, and drag the girl openly into 
marriage ? But in my heart I fear Deriades and 
pity Cheirobié.¢ I will never kill the girl; if I strike 
her down, how can I live when I see the girl no more ¢ 
I am in pain when I am without Chalcomede for one 
hour.” 

19 So Morrheus went raving and pondering vainly 

« His wife. 
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many plans, boiling with the pangs of his desire- 
struck imagination. 

21 As he walked alone on the bank, wandering 
up and down and forgetful of his bride left alone in 
her bed, bold Hyssacos his trusty guardian, wide 
awake, saw him. He was shrewd enough to recog- 
nize the secret sting of some undivined love, so he 
began to ask erafty questions and spoke in beguiling 
words, as follows : 

27“ Why have you left your bed and your sleeping 
bride to wander about in the dark, fearless Morrheus ? 
Has Deriades affrighted you with a threat? Is 
Cheirobié angry with you in a jealous temper, and 
thinks you in love with some captive Bacchant ? For 
when women see their partners wild with love, they 
are always jealous of some secret intrigue. Perhaps 
that allvanquishing braggart Desire has been aiming 
at you bridal sparks from his unresting quiver! Do 
you want one of the Bassarids, perhaps 7 As I hear, 
there are three Graces, the dancers of Orchomenos, 
handmaids of Phoibos—but Lyaios the danceweaver 
has whole rows of Graces three hundred strong, one 
of whom shines pre-eminent above all, as Selene her- 
self quenehes the light of the stars with her brighter 
beams when she scatters her shimmering around. 
And she arms herself with two shots on one count 
—the arrow of her beauty and the steel of her spear. 
She is a helmeted Pasithea,? whom the Bacchants 
name Chaleomede: but I will cal! her Silverfoot 
Artemis or Goldenshield Athena.” 

@ je. lovely as a Charis in armour. 
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48 When he had said this, he fell silent ; and love- 
sick Morrheus drawing his brows together answered 
with shamefast lips : 

50“ Certainly Dionysos dived into the waves of 
the sea for fear of Lyeurgos, and armed the Nereids 
in the bosom of the deep, and out of the brine he 
brought against Ares his own sister, Aphrodite of the 
brine: instead of the fragrant dress for a bridegift 
he gave her a steel corselet to wear, instead of the 
cestus he gave her a spear of bronze: he ehanged her 
name, and Aphrodite armed became Chaleomede.* 
She is in the company of the Bassarids, and | 
have two to fight, without knowing it—both Cypris 
and Dionysés. Why do I vainly lift my valiant 
spear ? Yield, my point ! ! Ifthe Paphian has con- 
quered the master of the thunderbolt, if she van- 
quishes the king of battles with her spark, if she has 
burnt up flaming Phaéthon with a fire greater than 
his own and harasses the fiery one, what could I do 
with steel? Tell me some device to help against 
Cyprogeneia. Shall I wound Eros 7 but how shall 
I eateh that winged one ? Shall J lifta spear? Fire 
is his weapon. Shall I draw the sword? He has 
an arrow, and his arrow is fire kindling my heart. 

69 “ Often I have been wounded in the field + but 
wounded, some physician has made me whole by 
his lifesaving art, by laying an allheal flower on the 
wound of my body. Hyssacos, hide it not, tell me 
what varied store of balsams can I apply in my heart 
to cure the wound of love! To my adversaries 1 am 
always bold ; but when I see Chaleomede before me, 
my sharp point grows womanish. I fear not Dionysos, 
but I shrink before a woman, for she shoots bright 
shafts from her lovesmit countenance and pierces ine 
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with her beauty. I cannot aim my bow then. So I 
have seen one of the Nereids. If I dare say it, either 
Thetis or Galateia ® is fighting beside Dionysos !”’ 

81 He spoke ; and moving on the tips of his toes, 
slowly and carefully, so as not to awaken his sleeping 
wife in the night, he entered his chamber again. Far 
from the black bosom of his bride he turned his eves 
away, and wished that Chaleomede might stand 
shining before him and dawn appear. Chafing with 
love he fell on his sad couch: and his watchful 
guardian Hyssacos, longing for quict rest, fell asleep 
once more on his oxhide shield. 

89 While Morrheus slumbered, the vision of a dream 
came flying from the deluding gates of ivory® to 
cajole him, and uttered a comforting but deceitful 
speech : 

8“ Bridegroom Morrheus, welcome Chalcomede 
a willing bride! Welcome your bride in your own 
bed after your battles! In the day when you saw 
me you delighted your eyes—in the night, sleep by 
the side of your loving Chalcomedeia! Even in 
sleep marriage has its charm, even in dreams it has 
a passion of sweet desire. I would fain hold you in 
my arms, and dawn is near.”’ 

99 With these words, the vision flew away ; Mor- 
rheus leapt out of his sleep and saw the beginning of 
Dawn, the thief of love. He thought Chaleomede 
desired him, and at once said silently to himself, 
feeding his delusive hope of love : 

103 “ Threefold light you bring, O daughter of the 
mist! You bring Chaleomede, and you bring the 
daylight, and you drive night away! O Chaleomede, 
do you appear to me also, and comfort wakeful 
Morrheus, you, rosier yourself than rose-crowned 
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* The Armed Aphrodite of Sparta. 
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Dawn: no such roses are brought by the Seasons 
to our meadows. Charming maiden, your checks 
present a meadow of the Springtime which time 
knows not how to wither. Your flowers are in 
bloom when the fruitwasting Autumn Seasons are 
here: your lilies ean be seen even in winter; your 
body is all one blushing anemone never-fading, 
which the Graces tend and the winds never destroy. 
Your name you have adorned by the triumphs of 
your spear; your name fits your valour—not in 
vain are you ealled Chaleomede, for brazen Ares 
begat you, tumbling on the bed of love-begetting 
Cypris. All the world calls you Chaleomede, but 
I alone call you Chrysomede, beeause you have the 
beauty of golden Aphrodite; I believe you come 
from Sparta, for as I think, Aphrodite Steelcorselet 4 
was the mother of Chalcomede.”’ 

122 So he spoke on his wakeful bed. But when 
farshooting Dawn with crimson face leapt up sending 
forth her light as the forerunner of battle, Ares 
musterhost armed the Indian nation; then the 
Indians fully equipped ran from their wellwheeled ° 
beds to gather round the chariot of Deriades. 

128 But the Bacchoi, with invincible Dionysos still 
amissing, poured forth downeast on the plain. No 
longer in confident heart they marched to the fight, 
but they were stricken with fear. No longer with 
manbreaking madness the women in bronze corselets 
rushed frantie tothe field, no more they scattered foam 
from their bellowing throats with deep growlings ; 
but in silence undisturbed the untanned ealfskins 
lay unbeaten. Their torehes sent forth no shining 
flame of martial brands nor belched the death- 


® Apparently they were in caravans, like Scythian nomads, 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXIV. 137-167 


bringing smoke; but under the goad of the divine 
lash the warriors turned to women. The Satyrs 
made no noise, no sound echoed as of yore from 
the pipes to awaken the conflict. The Seilenoi went 
to battle in sober silence with their wits about 
them ; they had not painted their faces with crimson 
like fresh ‘blood, nor purpled their yellow skin to 
deceive and affright, nor daubed their foreheads with 
white chalk as usual. The Pans had drunk no hot 
blood fresh from the veins of a lioness of the 
wilds, and rushed not swift as the wind frenzied 
into the conflict, but they were mild with fear: 
hesitating they pawed the ground with gentle noise- 
less hooves, and ceased the terrible leaps of their 
highland dance. 

451 But Deriades proudly grappled with the men’s 
battle, shaking his pointed horn like a helmet plume ; 
Morrheus leapt raging against the company of 
women. For Chaleomedeia did not stand beside the 
Bacchant women to make him pitiful, and check the 
blade which darted against the women purpled with 
blood ; but now the lovely young girl, a new bow- 
famed Amazon, took hand in the fight beside the 
front ranks in the plain, clad in light robes and a 
shining tunic. For that is what wise Thetis told 
her to do, that she might save the whole host, < 
distressed while Dionysos was being plagued. 

162 Then Morrheus parting from that face, the 
image of the Graces, saved alive eleven of the weak 
Bassarids, whom he judged to be next after Chalco- 
mede. He bound the Mainalids’ arms behind them 
in a knot too tight to be undone ; then dragging them 
with hair flowing loose to the yoke of slavery, he gave 
them to his goodfather Deriades as servants won by 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXIV. 168—196 


the spear, to be a second brideprice for his wife ; for 
whose sake he had fought beside peaksoaring Tauros, 
to win her for his bride, when he joined to himself in 
the bonds of wedlock the young princess, Deriades’ 
daughter, his yearsmate Cheirobié. For the Indian 
chieftain had received no marriage gift for his 
daughter, no precious gold, no bright stone of the 
sea ; herds of oxen and flocks of sheep Deriades re- 
fused, and joined his daughters in marriage without 
price, to stirring warriors, taking for goodsons Mor- 
rheus and ninecubit Orontes---gave his own children 
as brides to two champions, Cheirobié to Morrheus 
and Protonoeia to Orontes. Tor Morrheus was not 
like men of this earth, but he resembled the national 
strength of the earthborn Indians in highnecked 
body and gigantic limbs: he had the earthborn breed 
which towering Typhon had, when near the neigh- 
bouring rock of firebreeding Arima he displayed his 
inborn courage for Cydnos to behold. The bride- 
price which he brought was the sweat of Cilician 
labours ; a bridegroom without possessions, he pos- 
sessed his bride by valour. So in those days Assyria 
bent the knee to the steel that wooed a bride for 
Morrheus, Cilician Tauros bowed his rocky neck to 
the yoke of Deriades, bold Cydnos curtseyed, and for 
that reason in the Cilician land Morrheus is still called 
Heracles Sandes.? But that is an old story ; in this 
later conflict Morrheus captured the Vhyiads with 
pitiless spear, and triumphant shouted an unbridled 
speech : 

196 ‘* These are for you, my lord king, treasures for 


identified with Heracles, seems really to have been a Cilician 
god; see Roscher’s Lerikon iv. 322. 39. His connexion with 
Morrheus is fanciful. 
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your daughter which | bring first ; later I will give 
you Bacchos !”’ 

198 To these words of Morrheus the Indian prince 
replied : 

199 “ Cheirobié you had without price, Morrheus 
of the flashing helmet. You paid me price enough 
for your shieldbearing marriage by enslaving the 
Cilician cities in the lofty valour of victory. Now 
again you bestow new gifts. If it be your pleasure, 
make prisoners of the Bassarids as well, and fill the 
whole palace of Cheirobié with handmaids ; but for 
Bacchos I need not Morrheus ; I myself will drag 
Dionysos to a yoke of slavery laden with galling 
fetters. Only I bid you take care not to lust after 
a captive for your bed, that I may not see you just 
like the womanmad Indians. Do not look upon 
the eyes and silvery neck of a Baechant woman, 
that you may not make my girl jealous by your 
lusts. But when I have destroyed the whole army 
of Bromios, I will invade the Maionian land, and 
thence I will drain the infinite wealth of Lydia, all 
that Pactolos produces; I will march to vineclad 
Phrygia, where Rheia dwells who cared for Bromios 
in boyhood, and I will destroy the wealthy ground 
of silvery Alybe hard by, that I may bring home 
shining white sheets from mines that roll in riches. 
And I will devastate the land of sevengate Thebes, 
as they eall it, and I will burn Semele’s fiery house, 
where the lady’s chamber still is in hot ruins from 
that parched bridal.” 

221 So spoke the lawless king Deriades, as he re- 
ceived the whole line of handmaidens, gifts of his 
warlike goodson from the battle. He handed over 
the Bacchants to Phlogios and Agraios, dragged along 
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by the hair, their hands all girdled with unbreakable 
straps in one long line. 

226 These Phlogios led bound, and conducted them 
through the city as tidings of the royal victory. Some 
were hung up beside the earved gateway of the 
palace, with nooses choking their encircled necks. 
To others he allotted a hot fate of death by fire. 
Others were entombed in water, in the earthdug 
hollows of a well, where water is drawn from deep- 
sunk pools by the hard work of hand over hand. 
Then they would cry, half-seen, immovable, from the 
watery depths of the pit, one after another— 

236 ‘* T have heard that the Indians’ god was Earth 
and Water, and there is reason for that saying : for 
both are arrayed against me together! [ am be- 
tween death by earth and destruction by water, and 
I have a double fate near me. A strange chain of 
mud holds me fast, and I can no longer lift a foot ; 
my soaking knees are firmly rooted in mire, and I 
stand immovable ready for the Fates. There was a 
time when a river pursued me, and | feared not the 
running water; O that this also were a murmuring 
stream, that I might here also paddle my hands and 
eut its dark water too! ”’ 

247 So she spoke, and receiving the pouring flood 
into her open throat, perished slowly by a fate which 
gave her no burial. 

9 But Morrheus, enchained by the sweet passion 
for Chaleomede, drove the whole unweaponed band 
of Mainalids into the frowning city, prodding them 
with his spear from behind. As a shepherd drives 
scattered clumps of mingled sheep into the shelter of 
a roomy pen together, and guides his fleecy flocks of 
sheep with his staff allin a flurry, while many drovers 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXIV. 251-2838 


run by his side, stretching out their joined hands, 
to encircle them and drive them on in close files 
headlong, for fear some group of the enclosed sheep 
should break aside and runaway : so windswift Mor- 
rheus drove to the steepwalled city all the column 
of Bacchant women cut out from the battle, and 
herded the female crowd into the gates. But for 
all his trouble his scheme was useless. He wished 
to leave all this booty of fair women from the battle, 
and to hunt afterwards for Chalcomede, to drag 
her away, to make her his slave with other women, 
that she might be his servant by day and his bed- 
fellow by night, and do the work of two goddesses 
in turn—Cypris in secret and Athena’s loom in 
public. . . .4 

269 Shakespear Morrheus did not neglect this. He 
turned over the timid women’s war to Deriades, who 
was fighting near him, and attacked the male part 
of Bacchos’s army, that he might cut off the men too ; 
and they were put to flight on the field. But the 
tempestuous girl stood in all her bravery in front of the 
city near the wall, a maiden unveiled. She mimicked 
the ways of love-mad women with artificial nods and 
becks, rolling her eyes, and her blushing breast gave 
colour to the white tunic which had escaped from its 
wonted belt. Morrheus gazed at her with delight, 
and saw the delicate round of her breast stretching 
the robe from within. 

281 The maiden caught up a hewn stone rounded 
like a quoit, which would be a monstrous weight for 
a eart, and cast it with skilful hand at helmeted 


@ A good deal is lost here ; the fighting goes on, and some 
movement of Dionysos’s army induces the two Indian com- 
manders to change places. 
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Morrheus. The stone hurtled through the air with 
a loud whizzing sound, and scraped the surface of his 
shield, where a chased image of gold showed the 
imitation portrait of an unreal Cheirobié. It tore off 
the depicted head, and scratched the face with its 
shining edge and disfigured the artistic beauty of a 
rounded portrait. ‘‘ Happy shield!” thought Mor- 
rheus, and leapt about again and again, laughing in 
his heart as he said to himself, : 

292 “ Fearless Chalcomedeia! A new rosyfinger 
Peitho!@ Elegant image of Cypris, and of Athena 
in her cuirass! Bacchic Dawn, Selene who never 
sets! You have torn off the portrait of my wife : 
I only wish you had cut the throat of Cheirobié, the 
real wife!” 

297 With these thoughts, he pursued the chaste 
maiden in front of the walls, shouting threats but not 
lifting his hand, with volleys of words but no pricks 
of the spear for the maiden, for he lifted the sparing 
spear in a gentle hand merciful: as if in real anger, 
a friendly enemy with a rough voice he cried speeches 
meant to deceive ; for he both laughed in his heart 
and showed fury in his face. He gently brandished 
and cast a wavering lance at a useless mark, on pur- 
pose. The girl fled nimbleknee, quick as the blowing 
breezes. As she strained with moving windswift knee, 
the air spread abroad her clustering curls and bared 
the neck which rivalled Selene. Morrheus ran with 
sparing foot on purpose, now gazing at the feet bare 
of strapped shoes and at the rosy ankles, now watch- 
ing the locks of hair tossed behind—so he chased 
Chaleomede, and now called to her in pleasant 
words, coaxing speech from a gentle throat: 


@ Persuasion. 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXIV. 316-344 


316 “ Wait for me, Chalcomedeia! Wait for your 
lover in arms! Your radiance saves you, not your 
speed! Sharp steel is not so strong to bring down 
a man as the sparks of love. I am no enemy, fear 
not ! for in this battle your beauty has beaten my 
point of steel. You need no spear, no shield. For 
sword, for furious spear, you have the rays of your 
countenance, and your cheeks are much more tri- 
umphant than the ashplant. The terrible strength 
of my hand is melted. No wonder if my valiant 
spear is conquered, for savage Ares himself turns 
woman when Cypris stands up to him. Receive me 
in the company of your Satyrs. In battle the 
Indians are best so long as I hold arms in my hands: 
but if it be your pleasure, I will serve Dionysos as 
lackey. If it be your pleasure, strike my neck or 
my flank: I care not for death if your blade pierces 
me. Only mourn me when dead; the tears of 
sorrowing Chalcomede will bring me back even from 
Hades. 

334 “* Maiden, why do you tremble if I lift a gentle 
spear? Seeing your tresses lying tangled upon your 
uncovered shoulders; I have put my helmet from off 
my uncovered hair ; w hen | see the fawnskin, I hate 
to wear a corselet.” 

338 When the words were said, she passed away 
and joined the Bacchoi, and keeping out of the 
way of the murderous Morrheus, she boldly fought 
and battled against the armed men. 

341 Then the Bacchic host left the noise of the 
whirling conflict and had time to breathe, while 
Morrheus retired from the field. 

343 But Deriades pursued the band of Bassarids in 
front of the city, striking with his sword, until he had 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXIV. 345-358 


driven them up to the walls, and the whole company 
was penned within the open gateway of the lofty 
fortress. So pursued with the sword, they entered 
the city, torn from their familiar forests. Unresting 
the columns marched away here and there by un- 
familiar winding roads, divided into parts, these 
towards the wing of Euros, these to the uplands of 
Zephyros in the western clime of the world, others 
travelling along the plain of Notos, other Bassarids 
driven to the region of Boreas. Then the Mainads 
put off the manly temper which constrained them, 
and once more became women, refusing battle, re- 
membering the art they loved of distaff and basket ; 
once more they wished to ply the spindle of Athena 
instead of the gear of Lyaios. And the blackskin 
men had wild uproar of defensive battle within the 
city, destroying the snow-white host. 
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BOOK XXXV 


In the thirty-fifth, seek the love of Morrheus for the 
enemy, and the battle and bloodshed of 
Bassarid women. 


Deriaves, the gigantic Indian chieftain, was fighting 
furiously in the mad battle and attacking the servants 
of Bromios, now casting a long spear, now striking 
with the hilted sword ; or he rushed about throwing 
boulders from the mountain torrents and shooting 
arrows sharper still. 

§ In this manner the women within the walls were 
harried by the spears of Deriades ; and there was a 
din from both sides of many tongues. The paved 
streets of the city were empurpled by the red gore, 
as the women were slain therein amid great tumult. 
The old men were seated unmoving upon the high 
precipitous walls, watching the fray ; the women also 
upon the rooftops gazed at the whole thyrsusbearing 
throng, and many a longrobed maiden from her 
ehamber above leaning upon her nurse marked this 
female warfare, and lamented with tears the slaughter 
of some girl of her own years. But no man took 
and forced any lovely nymph; for the king had com- 
manded his womanmad people to eschew meddling 
or marrying with the captives of the spear, lest in 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXV. 20-48 


thinking of the Paphian they should be slack in the 
fight. 

21 But a girl rolling upon the ground was bared, 
her dress was pulled aside, and armed with her own 
radiance, wounded she wounded her lusting slayer ; 
her beauty was her bolt, and dying she conquered ; 
her naked thighs were as weapons, and sped the 
arrows of the Loves against her slayer. Then he 
would have felt desire for a lifeless corpse, as 
Achilles did—seeing a new Penthesileia* on the 
ground, he would have kissed the cold lips of 
the girl, prostrate in the dust, had he not feared 
the weight of the threat of Deriades. He looked 
at the skin of the naked girl denied him, he gazed 
at her white ankles, at the parting of the uncovered 
thighs, touched her limbs, handled often the swelling 
rosy breast even now like an apple; he would even 
have mingled with her in love—but at last, tired, 
he let these foolish words of desire escape him : 

37 “ Maiden of the rosy arms, wounded yourself 
you have wounded your lovesick slayer, slain you 
conquer the living, you pierce your own destroyer 
with the arrows of your eyes! The spear has been 
conquered by your beauty ; for the radiance of your 
face deals confusion as much as the barbs of javelins. 
Your bosom is as a bow, since your breasts are more 
potent archers of the Loves than arrows are. A 
strange incredible desire is in me, when I pursue a 
girl’s dead love to attain a perished wedlock! A 
thing without breath goads me, the breathing. If 
I dare ask it, let those lips have breath and speech, 
maiden, that I may hear a word from your sweet 


® Queen of the Amazons at Troy. Achilles, having slain 
her, saw her beauty and mourned for her. 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXV. 49-78 


mouth, speaking something like this: ‘ You killed 
me, you plundered me, rolling upon the ground ! 
Then let a girl be, scoundrel. Touch not my tunic, 
when your steel has cut me! Why do you hold 
the side which you have wounded? Stroke no more 
the cruel wound which you gave me!’ Away my 
spear, away the boldness of my hand, because it 
left alone Seilenoi with hoary bristling hair and 
all the ugly generation of Satyrs, and instead of 
old men, instead of shaggy chests, it vanquished 
a tender girl! But now I touch the wound in your 
so desirable flesh, what ridge of the pasturing wood- 
lands must I traverse to summon old lifebringing 
Cheiron to help your wound? or where can I find 
medicines, the secrets of the Healer’s painassuag- 
ing art? Would that I had what they call the herb 
centaury, that I might bind the flower of no-pain 
upon your limbs, and bring you back safe and living 
from Hades whence none returns! What magic 
hymn have I, or song from the stars, that I may 
chant the ditty with Euian voice divine, and stay 
the flow of blood from your wounded side? Would 
I had here beside me the fountain of life, that I 
might pour on your limbs that painstilling water and 
assuage your adorable wound, to bring back even 
your soul to you again! O Glaucos,* guiding the 
revolutions of innumerable years, if it be lawful, 
leave the abyss of the barren sea, and show me the 
life-sufficing plant, show that which you tasted once 
with your lips, and now enjoy life incorruptible, 
circling with the course of infinite time ! 
78 This said, he passed on, hiding in his heart his 
desire for the dead. 
@ See oni. 111. 
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* Gorgé is usually dau sate a Oineus king of Calydon, 
not, as here, his sister-in- ie (Toxcus is brother of Althaia, 
Oineus's wife); no one else secms to have heard of her exploit 
in defence of the city, but the story of how Calydon was 
attacked by the Curetes, and Meleagros would not help to 
defend it because he was angry with his mother Althaia, is 
in Hom. JI. ix. 533 ff. 

* Delancira. Daughter of Oineus, sister of Meleagros 
and wife of Heracles, “ Heracles . . . taking his son Hylos 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXYV. 79-102 


%9 Then arose the bride Protonoé, who still mourned 
Orontes dead, to avenge her slain husband. She 
dashed through the crowd of women, and one might 
have thought her another manlike Atalante among 
the Erythraians. And Cheirobié seizing a shield and 
the spear of Morrheus attacked the Bassarids, and 
seemed like that Gorgé, who once when well-walled 
Calydon was attacked wielded the oxhide shield of 
Toxeus her brother, and fought though a woman 
while Meleagros sulked.¢ And Orsiboé appeared 
with her battlestirring husband, imitating the bold- 
ness of warlike Deianeira, when beside the inhospit- 
able rock of Parnassus she faced the Dryopes and 
fought, a woman turned Amazon.? Many women 
were shut up in the wide palace courtyards, and there 
was infinite lamentation in the turmoil under those 
roofs. Many a battlestirring maiden entered the 
fight in the street, other women on the roofs provided 
themselves with stony missiles; and the crowds 
within kept up the din of warfare. 

88 While Ares raged throughout the battlestirring 
city, destroying the hill-ranging Lydian tribes of 
Bassarids, Chaleomedeia stood alone in front of the 
wall. She had turned back to retire from the battle, 
and waited to see if love-maddened Morrheus would 


and coming to Dryopia (the Dryopians are a brigand people, 
bordering on the Melians, as Pherecydes tells us in his third 
book), met with Theiodamas (king of the Dryopians) and as 
the child was hungry . . . he asked for a little food. Theio- 
damas would give him none; so Heracles grew angry, took 
from him one of his oxen, killed it and feasted on its flesh. 
Theiodamas went into the city and started a campaign against 
Heracles, who was brought to such a pass that he even put 
armour on his wife Deianeira, and it is said that she got 
a wound in the breast on that occasion.” (Scholiast on 
Apoll. Rhod. i. 1212.) 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXV. 103-133 


appear from any quarter. He was then turning his 
enamoured eye all round ; and when he perceived the 
maiden, he came windfoot, plying his nimble knees in 
the race for love. As he pursued her, the breeze 
lifted her robe. Morrheus was charmed even more 
by the naked beauty of her body, as he gazed at 
the white nymph running unveiled before him. 
She deluded him still as she cried with modest voice, 
trembling at his quickening speed— 

u1 “Tf truly you would have my bed, bridegroom 
Morrheus, put off your steel corselet. Even Ares 
dances daintily clad to his wedding, when he mingles 
with Cypris, decked in a snowy robe like Apollo. 
Be like him, that Cypris and Desire may join us both 
with one band when we mount the marriage bed, 
valiant Eros bind Morrheus and Aphrodite bind 
Chaleomede. I do not want in my bed a husband 
of bronze, red with blood and dirty with dust. Nay, 
cleanse your body in the river, that you may shine 
like Phaéthon bathed in the Ocean stream; throw 
away your warlike shield, throw away the spear, that 
your deathdealing point may not strike me. Pray 
put off that terrifying helmet from your hair, because 
the crest of the nodding plume disturbs me. Let me 
not see only the pretended shape of a steel counte- 
nance. What desire can warm me if your shape is 
hidden ? 

128 ‘‘ J will never more set foot in Maionia. After 
Morrheus, if that is your pleasure, never will I 
receive Bacchos in my chamber to sleep by my side. 
I will be an Indian like you, my friend! Instead of 
Lydian Aphrodite, I will honour the Erythraian with 
my sacrifices, I will be the secret bedmate of Mor- 
rheus ; let a brave Indian have me as Aphrodite’s 
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DIONYSIACA, XXXV. 1381-161 


champion in battle. For Desire has aimed double 
shots against you and me both alike, and joined us 
in the same pangs, piercing the heart of Morrheus 
and the bosom of Chaleomedeia. I suffer, as I hide 
my longing for you—for a modest maiden does not 
invite a man to be her lover.” 

189 By these words the woman cajoled the love- 
pining soldier, all in deceit ; but lovesick Morrheus 
laughed, and said : 

141 “ What wonder is it, if Morrheus the helmeted 
soldier should keep his spear of bronze in the bronze 
lassie’s chamber, to embrace you holding my bronze 
when there is bronze in your name? Never mind, 
I will reject my deadly spear, I will not touch 
my oxhide. I will do your pleasure and bathe me, 
that I may dance to you with unblooded hands. I 
will be a different bedfellow, Ares naked holding 
Aphrodite naked after the battle! The daughter 
of Deriades I renounce: myself I will drive my 
jealous bride unwilling out of the house. No longer 
will I attack the Bassarids, if you say so, but I will 
fight against my own countrymen; I will take the 
vine-wreathed thyrsus and destroy Indians, not lifting 
a spear of bronze. I will throw away all my armour 
and brandish your little leaves, the champion of your 
king Dionysos !”’ 

185 Saying this, Morrheus threw the ashplant from 
his hand, and undid the crest from his sweating head, 
and cast off the strap of his oxhide soaking and 
drenched with the drops of conflict, from the shoulder 
which knew it well. He unloosed also the coat of 
mail from his chest, the bloodstained corselet. 

160 Then Cypris showed Ares the armour of en- 
amoured Morrheus lying on the ground, conquered 
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by the unarmed beauty of Chalcomedeia, and a word 
she said in mockery of her paramour— 

164“ Ares, you are beaten! Morrheus has re- 
nounced war, and bears no corselet and no sword; 
no, for love of a winsome woman he has cast the arms 
from his hands. You do the same—renounce your 
own valiant spear, strip off your shields and bathe 
in the sea! For Cypris, without battle plays the 
champion better than Ares. She needs no shield, she 
never wants the ashplant ; for my beauty is a spear 
for me, my fine shape also is my sword, the gleams 
of my eyes are my arrows. My breast lets fly a 
better shot than a javelin ; for Morrheus has turned 
from a bold warrior to an amiable chamberlain! Do 
not go near Sparta, where the warlike people have 
a bronze image of armed Aphrodite, lest spear in 
hand she strike you with your own steel! You can- 
not shoot so straight as eyebrows do ; your spikes 
do not wound men as eyeshots do. Look at your 
servants, the lackeys of the Loves, and bow your 
bold neck to Cythereia the unconquerable. You are 
conquered, Ares! For Morrheus has left his spear 
of bronze and donned the wedding fawnskin of 
Chalcomede.”’ 

184 So smiling Aphrodite laughed, in mockery at 
Ares her lover and his battles. 

185 Then Morrheus left his coat uncared-for on the 
seashore, glowing with sweet anxieties. Naked 
he bathed: the cool sea cleansed his body, but 
the Paphian’s tiny dart was hot within him. In the 
waters he prayed to Erythraian Aphrodite of India, 
for he had learnt that Cypris is the daughter of the 
sea; but he came out still black from his bath, for 
his body was as nature had made it grow, and the 
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brine changed not the man’s body or his colour, 
itself red though it was.* So he washed his skin in a 
vain hope; for he had wished to become snow-white, 
and so desirable to the virgin maid. He dressed 
himself in a snowy linen robe, such as soldiers always 
wear inside the mailcoat. 

199 Chaleomede stood on the shore in silence with- 
out a word, full of her scheme. She turned aside 
from Morrheus unclad, withdrawing her modest looks, 
ashamed hefore the uncovered body of a man; for 
the girl was abashed being a woman to look on a 
man after the bath. 

204 But when Morrheus had seen a lonely spot suit- 
able for lying down, he stretched out a daring hand 
towards the modest girl and caught the chaste 
maiden’s inviolate dress. And now he would have 
seized her and girt her about with a strong man’s 
arms, and ravished the maiden yotary in the flame 
of a bridegroom’s desire; but a serpent darted out 
of her immaculate bosom to protect the virgin 
maid, and curled about her waist guarding her body 
all round with its belly’s coils. A sharp hiss issued 
unceasing from his throat and made the rocks re- 
sound. Morrheus trembled for fear when he heard 
the bellow, coming out from the throat for all the 
world like a trumpet, and saw this champion of 
unwedded maidenhood. The coiled defender terri- 
fied the man of war; he curled his tail round the 
man’s neck in twisted coils, with his wild mouth for 
a lance, and many a snaky shaft came darting poison 
against him, some darting through her uncoifed hair, 
some from her snakeprotected loins, some from her 
breast, wild warriors hissing death. 

223 While Morrheus remained in front of the tower- 
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ing city, trying without success to drag the resource- 
ful Chaleomede to his lust, the armed company of 
Bassarids was saved from the spear of untiring 
Deriades. For swiftwing Hermes came in haste 
from Olympos, wearing a semblance like the face 
of Bromios and summoned the whole company of 
Bacchants in his mystic voice. When the women 
heard the divine Euian sounds, they gathered into 
one place : Swiftshoe brought them from the three- 
ways and led the whole tribe of Mainalids by crooked 
winding lanes until he was near the walls. Then 
furtive Hermeias; the warrior by night, with his all- 
charming rod shed refreshing sleep on the unresting 
eyes of the guards in order. Suddenly for the 
Indians there was darkness, for the unseen Bacchants 
there was light unexpected. The women made no 
noise as Hermes led them secretly through the city 
without his wings. With his divine hand he opened 
the forbidding lock of the precipitous gates, and for 
the Bacchants the sun was there. 

242 When Lightbringer Hermes had dispersed this 
night-by-day, haughty Deriades thwarted in his 
threats searched for the swarms of Bassarids who 
had just walked out of the city. As one dreaming 
in the night of boundless riches is happy in his un- 
attainable hopes, and lifts in full hands the flood of 
wealth which will soon be gone, feeding the deceptive 
hope of his dream-fortune ;_ but when rosy dawn 
appears, the fortune of his dreams fades and vanishes 
like a vision, and he awakes with empty hands, hold- 
ing nothing, and loses the shadowy happiness of his 
delusive dream: so then Deriades, while darkness 
covered the streets, was happy, thinking that he held 
the captive Bassarids ready to come hurrying to him 
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within closed gates, although his victory was a useless 
deceptive shadow ; but when the light came, and he 
saw no Bacchants, all was gone like a dream, and he 
cried in a mournful voice, indignant with Zeus and 
Phaéthon and Dionysos, as he searched for the 
fugitive Mainalids. But around the walls the Bas- 
sarids unveiled shouted with Euian voice. Then 
Deriades set out in pursuit for the second time. 

#62 Zeus awoke on the peaks of Caucasos and threw 
off the wing of sleep. He understood the beguiling 
trick of Hera the mischiefmaker when he saw the 
Seilenoi in flight, when he saw the Bacchant women 
hurrying in herds from the threeways and the walls, 
and behind them the Indian chieftain Deriades, 
cutting down Satyrs and mowing down women ; he 
saw his own son lying upon the ground, and the 
nymphs all round him in a ring, but he lay in the 
whirling dust heavy-headed, half-fainting, breathing 
hard, sputtering white foam to witness his frenzy. 
Then Zeus disclosed Hera’s mischievous contrivance, 
and reproached his deceitful consort with stinging 
words. And now indeed he would have imprisoned 
Sleep in the darksome pit of gloom to dwell along 
with murky Iapetos,* but for the prayers of Night 
the vanquisher of gods and men. So Zeus calmed his 
savage resentment with difficulty, and cried out to 
Hera: 

279“ Have you not yet been cruel enough to my 
Semele, invincible Hera? Must you still be bitter 
against her though dead? So even the bridal flame 
itself could not assuage your unending rancour, 
when it scattered abroad the bed of Thyone struck 
by Zeus! How long will you oppress Dionysos the 

@ One of the Titans imprisoned in Tartaros. 
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* Ixion, for attempti to violate Hera, was bound in 
Tartaros to a wheel which turns everlastingly ; no such 
punishment is elsewhere ascribed to Tantalos. 
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Indianslayer ? Do not forget those stones of long 
ago! I have them still, I have them ready for use 
—the ones I tied fast on to your feet: there you 
dangled in the sky and the clouds high above the 
earth, and suffered tortures! Bold Ares saw you 
tied up and wrapt in clouds high above the earth, 
but he could not help his mother. Fiery Hephaistos 
could not help, for he cannot stand one spark of 
blazing thunderbolt. I will tie up your hands again 
in that same old golden chain. Ares I will fasten 
with galling fetters unbreakable to whirl upon a 
selfrolling wheel, to run with him, like a Tantalos 
travelling the skies or a banished Ixion*: I will 
flog him all over with stripes incurable until my son 
shall conquer the sons of India. 

298 “ But how kind you would be to your Cronion, 
if you will only drive that distracting madness from 
tormented Dionysos! Do not fail your provoked 
husband ; but go uncaught to the fertile slope of the 
woodland pastures of India, and offer your breast to 
Bacchos as once did my mother Rheia ; let him draw 
with his lips older grown your holy drops, and by that 
draught lead him on the way to Olympos and make 
heaven lawful ground for the feet of earthborn 
Dionysos ! ® Anoint with your milk the body of 
Lyaios, and cleanse the ugly stains of mind-robbing 
disease. And I offer you a worthy reward ; for I will 
place in Olympos a circle, image of that flow © named 
after Hera’s milk, to honour the allfamous sap of 
your saviour breast. Only I pray you beware of the 


> It was a rite of adoption; Nonnos makes it also a 
process of healing. . 
¢ The Milky Way. Usually it is milk fallen from Hera’s 

breast, but stories differ somewhat as to the occasion. 
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menace of Zeus, and stretch again no other net of 
deceit for Dionysos his beloved son.” 

314 So saying, he dismissed his resentful consort 
Hera, to heal the trouble of Bacchos against her will, 
to be gracious and friendly towards afflicted Dionysos, 
that her hands might salve the body of Bromios ‘with 
the milky dew from her godnursing breasts. 

319 Hera did not disobey. She anointed the body 
of Lyaios with the divine drops of her painhealing 
teat, and wiped away the stains of the wild divine 
frenzy. When she saw the manhood and radiance 
of Dionysos and touched mad Bacchos with grudging 
hands, she felt a double jealousy although her face 
hid it. She opened her dress on both sides for his 
lips, and bared her teats full of ambrosia, pressing 
the jealous breast to let the milk flow, and brought 
him back to life. With her great eyes she measured 
all the youthful strength of longhaired Lyaios, 
wondering if ever mortal mother brought forth such 
a shape, if shakespear Ares was so tall as this, if 
Hermes, if Phaéthon was such, or sweetvoiced Apollo; 
and she wished him in heaven as Hebe’s bridegroom, 
had not Zeus our Lord on High ordained that in days 
to come twelvelabour Heracles was fated to be her 
husband. 

336 She then, after healing the madness of Bacchos, 
returned again to the company of the stars on high, 
that she might not see the weaponless army of 
Dionysos fighting with fennel and bundles of vine, 
and killing warriors with a little manbreaking thyrsus. 

341 Now the son of Zeus did not neglect the battle. 
He appeared once more and armed his soldiers ; he 
waved the fleshcutting ivy in giantslaying hand, and 
summoned the host again with cries : 
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344 “ Courage, to battle once more! Zeus again 
stands in our front for the fight ; he is gracious to 
Bacchos his son, and the company of the immortals 
has come from heaven to defend Dionysos. Hera is 
no longer our enemy. Who will fight with the 
lightning of Cronides ? When will cowardly enemies 
stand if the thunderbolt is ready? I will show my- 
self equal to my Father. Cronion my father con- 
quered Earth’s brood, the Titans, in battle: I also 
will conquer the earthborn nation of Indians ! 

353 “ This day after the victory of the vinebearers 
behold obstinate Deriades a supplicant, and the 
Indian host bending the neck before peaceful 
Dionysos, and the river rolling the staggering liquor 
of Euios! You shall see our adversaries beside the 
mixing-bowl of Dionysos quaffing ruddy water out of 
the winerunning-river ; and the bold Indian king, 
fettered with ivy and vineclusters, rolling among 
leaves and clusters of grapes, wearing fetters like 
those which the divine Nysiad nymphs, now that the 
surges of madness are over, still tell of : those wit- 
nesses of my prowess, when my strong and potent 
fruitage throttled with a noose of ivy the man who 
fought against the gods and frightened Arabia, when 
Lycurgos was constrained by bonds of vine. 

367 “ At last after so many periods of rolling cun- 
flict, seize the booty of your enemies, and those 
shining stones the glory of the sea! Drag off the 
women by the hair and take them to Rheia my 
mother! Take your vengeance for our fallen warriors, 
whose fate afflicts me with sharp pangs. In my heart 
is both anger and sorrow, that I see Deriades alive 
and Opheltes unburied, reproaching after death the 
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NONNOS 


papdopevov peta 7OTpOV depyta xtipa Avaiov: 
ovwdts Ketan Owpiacera, obadr Ses 
pdpraras *AAwipadyeca db0puaacos : ava xai avros 
AiBiados bbpyyrto, «ai adr Ovpaov dpixu. 
aiddopas pera dip ‘Apdoropa, wr xai dxovep, 
ors Garuw ovy cbpev aprryéva vexpés 'OddArns: 
ov Svvapea Kptjrns Ropufastidos dory wephoa, 
By yodtrms ‘AydAaog Glwidra raidba yoyjop, 
*Artdos oUvupdroio dovor sOWwov daxovwv" 
addopas Miu darjyera: dv xain yap 
"Aotépios poydas BeBodlnydvos, 6v wAdov dwy 
praopar: Edpurrns yap dyes ydvos: ddd cacoas 
rooripoy aprepdorta maXuy yererips wopioow 
mor «yoy peta Sip, Sews py Kadpos dxotop 
"Aordpiow yardovra Az romroAdpou Avorvcov. 
dMa radu Hapracde, xai cy dvi racw aprite, 
Toovatiwy a potror aroxrewas dAeTHpa.”’ 
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idle hand of Lyaios. Codone arms herself no longer, 
poor Alcimacheia fights no more brandishing her 
spear ; nay, even Aibialos has fallen, and still I hold 
back my thyrsus. I am ashamed after the battle to 
think of Arestor,* lest he should hear that Opheltes 
at the instant of death found none to help him. I 
cannot traverse the Corybantian city of Crete,® lest 
Agelaos the father should lament for his dead son, 
if he hears that Antheus perished unavenged. I am 
ashamed to show myself to Minos, for Asterios lies 
in his hut suffering and wounded, whom more than 
any I will succour, since he has in him the blood of 
Europa ; surely I will bring home my own kinsman 
safe and sound from the war, and give him back to 
his father, that Cadmos may never hear that Asterios 
looked in vain for runaway Dionysos. Come, to the 
battle again! In one I will defend all, when I have 
killed the one who destroyed so many.” 


@ Father of Opheltes. 
> Lyctos, from which Antheus came. 
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